
 

Terry Foundation Scholarship 
The Terry Foundation is a Houston-based philanthropic organization that 
provides scholarships for outstanding Texas students to attend in-state public 
colleges and universities, including the University of Houston. Established in 
1986 by Nancy & Howard Terry, the foundation has awarded scholarships to 
thousands of Freshmen and transfer students from all over the state.  

For Freshmen students, the Terry Foundation Traditional scholarship amount 
is based on the cost of attendance (tuition, fees, books, room and board, and 
miscellaneous expenses), is adjusted individually based on additional sources 
of financial support, and is renewable for four years of undergraduate study.  

In addition, each Terry Scholar is eligible to receive a study abroad stipend to 
fund their study abroad experience. The stipend amount will vary based on 
the duration of the study abroad program. In the 2015-16 academic year, 46 
Terry Scholars received $470,000 from the Terry Foundation to fund their 
study abroad experiences. 

Freshman Applicant Qualifications: 

● Financial need 
● A record of leadership in school and community 
● Strong academic abilities as evidenced by grades and SAT/ACT scores 
● Meet U.S. and Texas residency and citizenship requirements sufficient 

to qualify for in-state tuition and for federal aid assistance 
● Graduation from a Texas high school or homeschool 
● Reside on campus for the first year 
● Admission for Fall 2017 to the University of Houston as a full-time 

entering Freshman student 

Do you meet the above criteria?  
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How to Apply - Freshman Application 

The Freshman application opens in September and closes in January For 
an application to be considered complete, Terry Scholarship Freshman 
applicants must: 

1. Apply and be accepted to the University of Houston no later than 
January 20, 2017. 

2. Submit a completed application by noon on January 27, 2017: 
○ Complete online application 
○ Required essays and resume (submit via online application or 

email to terry@uh.edu) 
○ Two letters of recommendation, on official stationery, addressing 

your academic and leadership abilities. Mailed letters must be 
postmarked by January 20, 2017. Letters sent from the high 
school or business email address may be emailed to 
terry@uh.edu. 

○ A sealed, official high school transcript to the address below. 
Mailed materials must by postmarked by January 20, 2017. 

3. Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by 
February 17, 2017. 

4. Apply for on-campus housing once you have been admitted to UH. 
Freshman Terry Scholars are required to live on campus. On-campus 
housing for Terry Scholars is available.  
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Application Example 

ACTIVITIES, AWARDS, and EMPLOYMENT 
1. EMPLOYMENT: List the following information for your current and previous jobs or 
internships, beginning with the most recent: Position/Job Title, Employer, Hours per week, 
Dates of Employment 
i.e. 1) Cashier, Target, 10 hours per week, May 1, 2013-May 1, 2015 * 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. COMMUNITY SERVICE: In order of importance to you, include the following information for 
up to six community and/or volunteer service activities completed in grades 9-12: Organization, 
Description of Service, Total Hours, Months and Years Participated 
i.e. 1) Helping the Hungry, Delivered meals to residents of community, 150 hours, May 
2013-December 2015 * 
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3. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: In order of importance to you, include the following 
information for your top six extracurricular activities (include bands, clubs, affiliations, etc.): 
Organization/Activity, Position(s) Held, Description of Activity, Years Participated 
i.e. 1) Student Council, Vice President, organized biweekly meetings and social events, 
Sophomore and Junior year * 
 

 

 
4. AWARDS/HONORS: In order of importance to you, list the following information for up to six 
awards, honors, or distinctions that you received in and out of school during grades 9-12: 
Award/Honor/Distinction, Description or Basis for Acknowledgement, Level of Competition, 
Year(s) Received 
i.e. 1) Robotics Competition, Placed 1st, State, Senior year * 
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COLLEGE PLANS 

1. Why have you chosen to apply to the University of Houston? * 
 

 

 
2. In order of preference, please numerically list the top six colleges or universities you are 
considering attending. Be sure to rank University of Houston among your choices. 
i.e. 1) Name of University 
2) Name of Other University * 
 

 

 
3. Why have you chosen your academic major(s)? 
What are your educational plans beyond earning your Bachelor's degree?  
What are your professional and life goals and objectives? * 
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Required Essays and Resume 

For BOTH of the topics listed below, submit a typed essay of 250 words (minimum). Your full 
name and UH ID should appear at the top of each page of your essays. You may upload your 
essays and resume below or send your materials via a single email to terry@uh.edu. 
 
Essay 1: What was the environment in which you were raised? Describe your family, home, 
neighborhood, or community, and explain how it has shaped you as a person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essay 2: In approximately 500 words, describe an example of your leadership. Be sure to 
describe your actions and the actions of those around you and to explain what you 
accomplished. 
 
 

An activity to get the creative juices flowing:  
How do you define “leader”? List three words that you think describe what a leader is: 
1. 
 
2.  
 
3.  
 
Do any of these words apply to you? Was there ever a time that you demonstrated these 
qualities?  
 
Things to keep in mind when writing the essay: 

● It’s best to write about a specific time or event 
● Describe the qualities that you used  
● Describe what you were thinking during the event and why you acted as a leader 
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Example Essays: 

1. Intercom Enthusiast—Isaac 

The most exciting time to live in Vermont is mid-February. This is the 
time when one is given the privilege of a 30-minute walk to school in sub-zero 
temperatures, with a 30-minute trudge home in the dark after a long day. It’s 
been four months since winter began, and it’ll be two more until it’s over. The 
firewood is being rationed to keep the house at a barely livable temperature, a 
steamy 50 degrees, and colds are so rampant that people lose half their body 
weight in phlegm each day. Yet, however dull Vermont may seem to students 
and teachers as they wrap themselves in layer after layer of flannel, make no 
mistake, today is the beginning of an era. Today is the day when Isaac (that’s 
me) starts his job of putting smiles on grim faces as the reader of the morning 
announcements. 

“But Isaac, that job is super boring! You just read what’s written on a 
piece of paper,” is what an uninformed person might say, someone who 
obviously doesn’t know about my passion for annoying the tired and 
melancholic with smiling positivity. While expression and humor has not 
historically been a part of this process, and while ad-libbing has been strictly 
advised against, I go for it anyway. And why not? The worst possible outcome 
involves only a stern lecture and an expulsion from the job. 

Fortunately, there is not much going on this week, which means I have 
some wiggle room with what I can say. The loud buzz of the intercom whines 
throughout the school, and the silent apprehension of the day is met, 
somewhat unexpectedly, with a greeting of 20 “yo’s” and a long, breathy 
pause. I artfully maneuver someone else’s writing into my own words, keeping 
the original intent but supplementing the significant lack of humor with a few 
one-liners. I conclude by reminding everyone that just because the weather is 
miserable today does not mean that we have to be as well. 

Luckily, the principal loves it. And despite the fact that I urge everyone 
to interrupt my history teacher’s classes to wish him a happy birthday, I get to 
keep my job for another day. I have people coming up to me left and right, 
telling me that I made them smile. When I hear that, I smile back. 
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For the rest of the month, I work to make sure that people hear my message: 
even though we are at the time when school and winter are beginning to seem 
endless, there are still reasons to grin. I urge people to attend basketball 
games or sign up for spring sports. I announce birthdays and other special 
events. Before every day, I make sure I have a message that will make people 
think, “you know, today might not be so bad after all.” After my month ends, 
the announcements have been changed. The next readers tell jokes or 
riddles, or sing songs and invite others to sing with them. I watch the 
announcements evolve from an unfortunate but necessary part of the day to a 
positive and inspiring event. It is now more than just a monotonous script; it 
becomes a time to make sure that everyone has at least one thing to smile 
about. 

Life shouldn’t have to be a dreary winter day; it should be the 
satisfaction of a good saxophone solo or the joy of seeing one’s friends every 
day at school. It is the enthusiasm of a biology teacher, the joy of a sports 
victory, and even the warm messages of a disembodied voice on the 
intercom. I use that message to help freshman feel less nervous at their first 
race or to encourage my friend to continue taking solos in jazz band. And in 
the most dismal time of year, I use that message in the daily announcements. 

 
1. What did this essay do well?  

 
2. What can this essay improve on?  

 
3. Is there anything in this essay that you would like to incorporate 

into your own essay?  
 
 
 
 

Example 2: Balancing the See-Saw by Caroline Mellor, Reed College ‘09 
“Beat her up,” one of them shrieked; referring to me, while the four of 

them pounded their fists into their hands on the sidewalk corner. I had merely 
suggested that we run faster, but my cross country teammates’ response 
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demonstrated that they didn’t agree. Although they were entirely kidding about 
the violence, such a strong statement was quite frustrating.  

For me, running isn't just a stress reliever; it has become a way of life. I 
look forward to escaping into the looming trees of the Capital Crescent Trail, 
for this place has more worth to me than just being able to escape into it. 
Deemed the cross country team’s “den mother,” I’m always ready to take 
someone home, help them stretch, listen to her trials and tribulations during a 
long run, and even organize our annual running camp trip to Vermont. But in 
this instance, they wanted to do less than what was required to accomplish 
our best and my not allowing the weaker choice to be made, just didn’t settle 
well with them.  

After an awkward silence, we began our daily run with the temporary 
resolution to decide on the eventual pace as we went. We darted past the 
middle school and across the neighborhoods, with only casual comments, 
such as announcing when one spotted a yellow car as we made our way into 
downtown Bethesda. The first red light we came to changed too fast, leaving 
us with no time to move to a solution on our work ethic conflict. We continued 
past the commercial glitter at every store, and came to the intersection of 
Green Twig Road and Wisconsin Avenue. Then my twinkle of laughter at a 
street name turned into an explosion of giggles at our absurd conflict. I then 
exclaimed, “girls, where are we going?” Laura, Rachel, and Kate looked at me 
as if I belonged in the “abnormal” section of my Psychology textbook, while 
the only action Becca could muster was to raise her hands to her ears and 
hiss at me. Then I added, “ah, no, not our route...I meant the point of being 
here, are you guys...feeling okay-for a smudge more?” As the concern echoed 
through my stern voice, I received understanding nods from my fellow runners 
as we pressed on through the buzz of traffic to finish our run at the harder 
pace I had requested.  

We did make our daily water stop at a local coffee shop, where they 
always seem to feel sorry for us, as when we come struggling in, they respond 
quickly with our cups of water. When we returned from our run, we may all 
have been on “runner’s highs,” but the discontented sentiments seemed to 
have disappeared on their own. We had completed a sweltering nine mile run, 
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and now as we strode to the same sidewalk corner, words of “thanks, the run 
felt amazing,” came from my teammates.  

I knew that tomorrow I would be able to physically and mentally take 
myself farther, while today I had compromised just enough to keep the tam 
bonded. Even though I may have sacrificed a portion of my own success for 
the team, that part will be returned in the form of the team’s success and 
happiness. That afternoon I felt marvelous myself and almost enjoyed being 
the “bad guy.” It is important to listen to those around you, but only while 
eavesdropping on what you are thinking yourself.  
 

What did this essay do well?  
 

4. What can this essay improve on?  
 

5. Is there anything in this essay that you would like to incorporate 
into your own essay?  
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