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A Few Basic Strategies  

 Timing: Manage your time! If you can bring a watch on the day of the SAT, do it! 

 Guessing: Make sure you bubble an answer for EVERY question. Guess if you have to. 

 What to Bring: You NEED your admissions ticket, an ID, and a calculator on test day. 

Don’t forget anything! Also, bring a snack and water. Sleep well the night before! 

Good Luck! 

EVIDENCE-BASED READING & WRITING 

Reading 

52 standard multiple-choice: 65 minute section 

Writing 

44 standard multiple-choice: 35 minute section 

 Relevant words in context (Reading, Writing) 

 Command of evidence (Reading, Writing) 

 Expression of ideas (Writing) 

 Standard English conventions (Writing) 

MATHEMATICS 

 One 25-minute section (no calculator) 

 One 55-minute section (calculator allowed) 

 45 standard multiple-choice 

 13 student-produced response 

Content: 

Algebra, Geometry, Word Problems, Trigonometry, & Data Analysis 

 

ESSAY(OPTIONAL) 

 1 evidence-based essay 

 Analyzing a source 

 One 50-minute essay 
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Critical Reading 

 

Overview: 

 The Critical Reading Section is the first of three sections on the SAT. 

 You will have 65 minutes to answer 52 questions 

 There will be 5 passages, each followed by roughly 10 questions 

 The order of Passages on the exam:  

o 1. Literary Fiction 

o 2. Social Sciences 

o 3. Science 

o 4. History 

o 5. Science 

 One of the passages will consist of two smaller passages on the same subject 

 Some of the passages will contain a graph or chart 

 There is no penalty for wrong answers 

 Remember to use the process of elimination (POE) 
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Types of Passages 

1. Literary Fiction 

 This will be a passage or excerpt from a classic or contemporary 

work of literature 

 This passage is often a story and consists of more complex literary 

language than the other passage types 

2. Social Sciences 

 This passage will discuss economics, psychology, sociology, or 

another social science, often in essay format 

3. Science 

 These passages will examine and discuss topics in Earth science, 

biology, chemistry or physics 

 Science passages can appear as paired passages, often showing two 

sides of a scientific theory or issue 

4. History 

 This will be a passage (or a pair of passages) from a United States 

founding document or a text regarding an issue such texts have 

inspired  

o ie. The Bill of Rights or a speech by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

5. Science 
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Building Reading Comprehension Skills 

 The New SAT tests your understanding of how passages are constructed and how their 

different parts connect 

 This requires an ability to comprehend each passage in a short amount of time 

o This doesn’t mean you must understand everything about the passage, especially 

since the questions will only ask you about specific parts 

 Skimming effectively will allow you to identify and comprehend the important parts of 

each passage in the given time 

o What is important will depend on what type of passage it is and what the 

questions ask 

Example Passage 1: Literary Fiction 

 For Literary Fiction passages, skim to identify 

o What the main subject of the passage is  

o Who the main characters are 

o How each main character feels about the subject 

The passage that follows is adapted from a 1907 novel 

that follows the action of an English baronet who, 

using a secret identity, leads a group of wealthy 

Englishmen in daring rescues of members of the 
French aristocracy during the Reign of Terror. 

     Sir Andrew’s face had become almost 

transfigured. His eyes shone with 

enthusiasm; hero-worship, love, admiration 

for his leader seemed literally to glow upon 

his face. “The Scarlet Pimpernel, 

Mademoiselle,” he said at last “is the name 

of a humble English wayside flower; but it is 

also the name chosen to hide the identity of 

the best and bravest man in all the world, so 

that he may better succeed in accomplishing 

the noble task he has set himself to do.” 

     “Ah, yes,” here interposed Comtesse’s 

son, “I have heard speak of this Scarlet 

Pimpernel. They say in Paris that every time 

a royalist escapes to England that devil, the 

Public Prosecutor, receives a paper with that 

little flower designated in red upon 

it…Yes?” 

     “Yes, that is so,” assented Lord Antony. 

    “Then he will have received one such 

paper today?” 

     “Oh! I wonder what he will say!” said 

Suzanne, merrily. “I have heard that the 

picture of that little red flower is the only 

thing that frightens him.”   

     “Ah, monsieur, “sighed the Comtesse, “it 

all sounds like a romance, and I cannot 

understand it all.” 

     “Why should you try, Madame?” 

     “But, tell me, why should you and your 

leader spend your money and risk your lives 

when you set foot in France, all for us 

French men and women, who are nothing to 

you?” 

     “Sport, Madame la Comtesse, sport,” 

asserted Lord Antony, with his jovial, loud 

and pleasant voice, “we are a nation of 

sportsmen, you know, and just now is the 

fashion to pull the hare from between the 

teeth of the hound.” 

     “Ah, no, no, not sport only, 

Monsieur…you have a more noble motive, I 

am sure, for the good work you do.” 

     “Faith, Madame, I would like you to find 

it then…as for me, I vow, I love the game, 

for this is the finest sport I have yet 

encountered...”
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Sir Andrew’s opinion of the subject (textual support):________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Comtesse’s opinion of the subject (textual support):________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Lord Antony’s opinion of the subject (textual support):________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

     But the Comtesse shook her head, still 

incredulously. To her it seemed preposterous 

that these young men and their great leader, all 

of them rich, probably wellborn, and young, 

should for no other motive than sport, run the 

terrible risks, which she knew they were 

constantly doing. Their nationality once they had 

set food in France, would be no safeguard to 

them. Anyone found harboring or assisting 

suspected royalists would be ruthlessly 

condemned and summarily executed, whatever 

his nationality. And this band of young 

Englishmen had, to her own knowledge, bearded 

the implacable and bloodthirsty tribunal of the 

Revolution, within the very walls of Paris itself, 

and had snatched away condemned victims, 

almost from the very foot of the guillotine. With 

a shudder, she recalled the events of the last few 

days, her escape from Paris with her two  

children, all three of them hidden beneath the 

hood of a rickety cart, and lying amidst a heap of 

turnips and cabbages not daring to breathe, 

whilst the mob howled outside. 

It had all occurred in such a miraculous way; she 

and her husband had been placed on the list of  

“suspected persons,” which meant that their trial 

and death were but a matter of days—hours, 

perhaps.  

     Then came the hope of salvation; the 

mysterious epistle, signed with the enigmatical 

scarlet device; the clear peremptory directions; 

the parting from the Comte de Tourna, which 

had torn the poor wife’s heart in two; the hope 

of reunion; the flight with her two children; the 

covered cart; that awful hag driving it, who 

looked like some horrible demon. 

     The Comtesse looked round at the quaint, 

old-fashioned English inn, the peace of this land 

of civil and religious liberty. She closed her eyes 

to shut out the haunting vision of that West 

Barricade, and of the mob retreating panic-

stricken when the old hag spoke of the plague.  

Every moment under that cart she expected 

recognition, arrest, herself and her children tried 

and condemned, and these young Englishmen, 

under the guidance of their brave and mysterious 

leader, had risked their lives to save them all.  

     And all only for sport? The Comtesse’s eyes 

as she sought those of Sir Andrew plainly told 

him that she thought that he at any rate rescued 

his fellowmen from terrible and unmerited 

death, through a higher and nobler motive than 

his friend would have her believe.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The main subject of this passage is Madame Comtesse’s attempt to understand why the Englishmen risk their lives to 

save endangered French aristocrats. This is confirmed by the last paragraph. Lines 48-60 suggest that Mdm. 

Comtesse is confused. Lines 35-40 suggest that Lord Anthony rescues the nobles for the fun of it, while the last 

paragraph also suggests that Sir Andrew’s motives are unknown but different from those of his companion.  
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The main subject of the passage (textual support):____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85

 

90 

95 

100

0 



Reading 5   

Shift in the topic (textual support):________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Author’s attitude (textual support):________________________________________________ 

 

The main subject of the passage is describing the development of Roman architecture with public baths as the best 

example. The passage begins with contrasting Greek and Roman architecture, but lines 24-27“While…baths” 

signifies a shift from the comparison of the two styles towards a discussion of bathhouses themselves. The author is 

clearly admires Roman architecture, as he uses words like “elegant” and “soaring” to describe their features.  

Example Passage 2: History 

 For History and Science passages, skim to identify 

o The main subject of the passage and how the author feels about it 

o Any shift in topic that occurs in the passage 

The passage is adapted from Daniel J. Boorstin, The 

Creators: A History of Heroes of the Imagination © 1992 
by Daniel J. Boorstin 

     The great works of Greek temple architecture 

were made to be viewed from the outside, not to be 

experienced from within. In one of the grand 

revisions of the creative imagination, the Romans 

would change all this. They built an architecture of 

interiors of vast enclosed spaces. And this was a 

new kind of space—within arches, vaults, and 

domes, in omnipresent dominating curves, where 

walls became ceilings, and ceilings reached up to 

the heavens. The artificial world, the world of 

interiors that architects would make for man, was 

transformed into a new curvesomeness. The classic 

Greeks had gathered out in the open air. Roman 

architecture brought people indoors to share their 

public and exchange their private concerns.  

     This grand Roman innovation in architecture 

would be accomplished in two centuries as the 

essential ingredient, concrete, was perfected 

gradually by trial and error.  

     The Roman Empire had brought cities into 

being and created a far-flung urban culture with 

common needs. And the new architectural 

creations arose from the needs of these Roman 

cities. While the glory of classic Greek architecture 

was in its temples to gods and civic deities, the 

grandeur of Roman architecture began in the 

public baths. How and why Romans acquired their 

mania for public baths remains a mystery. But its 

signs were everywhere. 

     Some of the earliest were the grand Stabian 

baths of the second century B.C. at Pompeii, with 

elegant arches and a soaring conical dome topped 

by a central opening that anticipated one of the 

most appealing features of the Pantheon three 

centuries later. Grand public bath buildings 

sanitized and enriched urban life all across the 

Roman provinces. Besides the balneum, or private 

bath, found in the town houses and country villas 

of wealthy Romans, there were the thermae, or 

public baths. Some historians count these among 

the fairest creations of the Roman Empire. During 

the second century B.C. they multiplied at great 

rate in Rome. It became common for a public-

spirited citizen to make a gift of a public bath 

building to his neighborhood. Others were built 

commercially by contractors who hoped to make a 

profit from admission fees.  

     The essentials of a public bath were quite the 

same everywhere--a changing room, a sweating 

room heated by hot-air passages under the floor or 

in the walls, a large vaulted hall gently heated with 

intermediate temperatures, an unheated frigidarium 

partly open to the sky with a cold plunge, and a 

rotunda heated by circulating vapor, open at the 

top to admit sunlight at noon and in the afternoon. 

In addition, there were swimming pools. Nearby 

areas provided for strolling, for conversation, for 

sunning, rolling, and wrestling. Attached were 

concert halls, public art museums and museums of 

contemporary art. The baths at their best were 

public art museums and museums of contemporary 

art. To them we owe the preservation of some of 

our best copies of Greek sculpture and our great 

treasure of Roman sculpture.  

  The main subject of the passage (textual support):____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Question Types: 

Group 1: Specific-Line Questions 

 

 

 These will include specific line numbers to a specific word or phrase from the passage 
 As with all question types, use the process of elimination to identify the answer choice 

with the most textual support 

Group 2: Keyword Questions 

 

 

 These questions will ask about a general topic mentioned in the passage 

 When answering these, recall from your skimming where the keyword or similar words 

appeared 

 If you can’t remember, scan the passage for the words 

 For this example, you would scan for “rain” or “storm” 

Group 3: Paired Questions 

 

 These questions are similar to keyword questions in that often they refer to a specific part 

or idea in the passage. However, those Primary Paired Questions are immediately 

followed by the Evidence Question, which provides the line numbers where the answer to 

the Primary question can be found. 

 Read the Primary Question and select the choice with the most textual support 

 Select the Evidence Question answer that best supports your answer to the Primary 
o Reconsider your Primary answer if no Evidence choice sufficiently matches 

 

The author mentions “a large, 

hulking, monstrous beast” (lines 

51-52) in order to… 

 

The author and the captain 

discussed the weather because… 

 

1. What is the most likely reason the author 

mentions Iceland? 

2. Which choice provides the best evidence 

for the answer to the previous question? 

 

Primary: 

Evidence: 
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Group 4: Comprehensive Questions 

 

 These questions ask about the passage as a whole 

 They may discuss a passage’s tone, purpose, or implications 

 Be careful of answers that are too narrow/specific 

Identification Exercise  

The central claim of the passage is 

that… 

 

2) Based on lines 17-22 (“squaring 

himself…shoulder him into it”), it can be 

reasonably inferred that 

A) Stryver is frustrated with Carton’s 

behavior. 

B) Stryver is planning to push Carton into 

the fireplace. 

C) Stryver believes Carton to be 

comparatively older. 

D) Stryver wishes to bully Carton as he did 

at Shrewsbury. 

 

3) The point of view from which the passage is 

written is best described as 

A) condemnatory of the Soviet Union’s 

treacherous actions. 

B) sympathetic to the Baltic states’ 

struggle for freedom. 

C) dismissive of the idea of non-violent 

revolution. 

D) conflicted about the underlying cause of 

the revolution.  

 

4) The author implies which of the following about 

Estonian song festivals? 

A) They afforded Estonians a medium through 

which national and cultural pride could be 

expressed.  

B) They were started during the Soviet occupation 

to preserve Estonian culture and language. 

C) They were unique in size and format to the 

country where they were founded. 

D) They provided an opportunity to sing songs 

that were more uplifting than those sung while 

working. 

 

5) Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question? 

A) Lines 19-21 (“So . . . ’divorce’”) 

B) Lines 44-46 (“The festivals . . . Lithuania”) 

C) Line 62 (“By the late . . . simmering”) 

D) Lines 79-82 (“This . . . music”) 

 

6) In the passage, LaFollette draws a distinction 

between 

A) rights that are appropriately and inappropriately 

sacrificed during war. 

B) moments when free speech is and is not 

necessary. 

C) just wars and wars sought for economic 

interest. 

D) the interests of the Nation and the interests of 

humanity. 

 

1) The author of Passage 1 most likely believes 

that the Glen Canyon Dam 

A) is a useful tool for managing scarce 

water resources. 

B) was built with a lack of foresight. 

C) has decimated native fish populations. 

D) has had a calming effect on the aquatic 

ecosystem. 
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Strategies for Answering Questions: 

Process of Elimination (POE) 

 Use POE for all questions, especially those which are more 

challenging. 

 It is important to read every answer choice, not stopping when you 

read one that sounds right. There could be two answers that both 

sound right, but only one is the best answer. 

 As you read through each answer choice, decide if it could answer 

the question asked, and if you can provide evidence for it. 

o If an answer choice is obviously incorrect, put a line through 

it so you can narrow down your options. Even eliminating 

only one answer choice takes you from a 25% chance of 

guessing correctly, to a 33.3% chance. 

o If an answer choice sounds correct, put a little mark next to 

it, but keep reading the remaining answer choices for other 

possible options. 

 After using POE to narrow down your answer choices, make an 

educated guess at the correct answer. 

o Remember that there are no penalties for wrong answers, so 

you should never leave a question blank. 

 Repeat this process for every question.   
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Approaching the Passages: 

Step 1: Read the italicized blurb at the beginning of the passage 

 This will give you a general idea of what the passage is about and may 

provide key information 

Step 2: Read the Questions 

 Quickly read through the questions that follow the passage 

 Mark the Specific Line Questions  

o Go to the passage and write the question number next to the line 

 Get an idea of the kind of things you will need to know from the passage so 

you know what to focus on 

Step 3: Skim the Passage 

 Mark the Specific Line Questions and read the passage quickly 

 Underline/highlight information that jumps out at you or which may relate to 

one of the questions you previewed 

o Don't spend too much time on this 

 As you skim and come to line(s) that correspond with a Specific-Line 

Question, answer those questions 

o When answering these questions, be sure to read a sentence or two 

before and after the specified line(s) to understand the context 

o If you can’t answer the question, skip it  

 Continue this process until you’ve skimmed the entire passage 

Step 4: Answer Remaining Questions 

 Answer the remaining questions in the order they appear 

 Be sure to use the Process of Elimination 

 Approach the graphic and its questions at the end (more on this later) 

 If you are unsure about a question or it is taking too long to answer, skip it  

o Be sure to come back to this question before you move on to the next 

passage so that the information is fresh in your mind 

 Refer back to the text when necessary 
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Practice Passage 1 

 Answer the following questions that correspond to Passage 1 

 Since you already have an idea of what the passage is about, focus on understanding and using 

the Method to answer the questions 

  1. The passage as a whole is primarily concerned 

with 

A) considering the reasons behind a set of 

exploits. 

B) examining the causes of a revolution. 

C) comparing the self-confidence of two 

different men. 

D) questioning the ruthlessness of a 

government. 

 

2. Based on the information in the passage, it can 

be inferred that when the Comtesse escaped, the 

people in the nearby crowd did not approach her 

cart because 

A) the cart was moving too quickly. 

B) they feared arrest and death by guillotine. 

C) the woman driving the cart was known to 

be violent. 

D) they were afraid of contracting a disease. 

 

3. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question?  

A) Lines 59-64 (“And this…guillotine”) 

B) Lines 76-81 (“Then came…children”) 

C) Lines 81-83 (“the covered…handle”) 

D) Lines 86-89 (“She…plague”) 

 

4. As used in line 17, “designated” most nearly 

means  

A) budgeted. 

B) chosen. 

C) classed. 

D) illustrated. 

 

5. In context, the phrase “pull the hare from 

between the teeth of the hound” (lines 38-40) 

refers chiefly to  

A) dangerous English hunting customs. 

B) plans to avenge the deaths of innocent 

Englishmen. 

C) delivering members of the French 

aristocracy from harm. 

D) the cruelty of French nobles toward 

revolutionaries.  

 6. In lines 48-54, the Comtesse is best described as  

A) critical. 

B) anxious. 

C) relieved. 

D) perplexed. 

 7. As used in line 60, “bearded” most nearly means 

A) camouflaged. 

B) braved. 

C) embellished. 

D) masked. 

 8. Lines 84-89 provide a contrast between   

A) tranquility and turmoil. 

B) traditionalism and modernity. 

C) freedom and ignorance. 

D) austerity and hysteria. 

 9. The use of italics in the line 97 primarily serves 

to emphasize a perceived distinction between    

A) the reasons behind one man’s actions and 

those behind his companions’ actions. 

B) the effectiveness of two different methods 

of carrying out the same plan. 

C) honest, noble motivations for rescue and 

rescue for monetary gain. 

D) a desire for adventure and a desire for 

public admiration and praise. 
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Detailed Explanations 

  

1. Question Type: Comprehensive  

1. You may have to answer the other questions before this so you have more information. This question is 

asking for the main subject of the passage. When looking for the main idea, pay particular attention to the first 

and last paragraphs.  

3. Most of the passage revolves around the Comtesse trying to understand why Sir Andrew and Lord Antony 

risk their lives to rescue Frenchmen. This is most evident in lines 30-34 (“But, tell me..to you”) and lines 95-100 

(“All for sport...her believe”) These best support A. 

4. Although Madame Commtesse does mention the revolution and the government’s ruthlessness, she does not 

question or examine the causes of either. Cross out B and D.  

4. Although Comtesse does compare the two Englishmen, she compares their motivations, not self-confidence. 

Cross out C.          Answer (1): A 

     

 

2. Question Type: Primary Paired Question-Keyword 

1. Recall or scan the passage for “cart”. It appears in both line 78 and line 90. Read around both. Line 90 is more 

promising, as “mob”, which is similar to “crowd”, is mentioned nearby   

2. Use process of elimination to determine which answer has the most textual support.  

A-No mention of speed is made. Cross this out.  

B-Be careful here. “they” refers to the crowd, not the Comtesse and her family. The people in the crowd were 

not the ones afraid of arrest. Cross this out. 

C-No mention of her being violent is made. Cross it out.  

D-The sentence that comes before line 90 directly support this. The mob was afraid of getting the plague. Keep 

this           Answer (2): D 

     

 
3. Question Type: Paired Evidence 

1. Choose the answer choice that best supports your answer to the Primary Question 

2. As discussed above, answer choice D provides the best support.   Answer (3): D 

     

 4. Question Type: Specific Line 

1. “Most nearly means” indicates that you’re looking for a word that can replace “designated”.  

2. Come up with your own predicted answer first. Let’s use drawn. Eliminate the choices that don’t match. 

A-This doesn’t make sense. Cross it out.  B-This might work. Keep it for now.  

C-This doesn’t match. Cross it out.   D-This definitely matches. Keep it.  

3. Compare the remaining choices. Since the passage discusses the flower on a paper, illustrated works better 

than chosen. Choose the answer the best matches.      Answer (4): D 

     

 

Approaching the Passage: 

1. Read the italicized blurb. Notice that this story takes place during the Reign of Terror, which was a 

period during the French Revolution.   

2. Read the questions (not the answers). Mark the lines/words that questions 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 mention. 

3. Begin quickly reading the passage. As you come across a line or word you marked, read another 

sentence or two, and then attempt the question.  

4. Once you’re done with the passage, answer the remaining questions in the order they appear. Skip any 

you can’t answer and come back.  
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5. Question Type: Specific Line 

1. As you skim the passage and get to the place you marked #5, carefully read the lines before, with, and after 

the phrase in question. 

2. Notice that the metaphor is a response to the Comtesse’s question of why the Englishmen risk their lives to 

save the “French men and women” (line 27).  This best supports choice C.  

A-The phrase does not refer to actual hunting customs.  B-No mention of avenging is made.   

D-From the passage, it is the revolutionaries who are cruel, not the nobles.  Answer (5): C 

     

 
6. Question Type: Specific line 

1. As you skim the passage and get to the place you marked #6, carefully read the lines before, with, and after 

the phrase in question. 

2. The Comtesse is described as incredulous. She wonders why the Englishmen risk everything by going to 

France when they are likely wealthy and have seemingly little reason. She seems confused.  

A-The Comtesse is more confused than critical, although this could work. Keep it. 

B-The Comtesse is reflecting on the Englishmen’s motives, not anxious. Cross this out. 

C-Although the Comtesse is relieved to be saved, the specific lines mentioned do not explicitly discuss this.  

D- Perplexed means confused. Keep this.  

3. Compare the remaining choices.  Choice D reflects the Comtesse’s confusion better than A.  Answer (6): D 

     

 
7. Question Type: Specific line 

1. As you skim the passage and get to the place you marked #7, carefully read the lines before, with, and after 

the phrase in question. 

2. Come up with your own predicted answer of a word to replace “bearded”. Let’s use faced.  Go through the 

answer choices and eliminate those that don’t match. 

A-This doesn’t match. Cross it out.   B-This matches faced and fits in the sentence well. Keep it.  

C-You might not know what this means, so keep it. If no other answer choice works well, this could be correct.  

D- Although seemingly similar, the definition of masked does not fit. Cross it out.  

3. Compare the remaining choices. You don’t might not know if embellished works or not, but you do know that 

braved does. Let’s go with braved.        Answer (7): B 

     

 

8. Question Type: Specific line 

1. As you skim the passage and get to the place you marked #8, carefully read the lines before, with, and after 

the phrase in question. 

2. The first sentence describes an old English inn and the “peace” of the new country, while the second sentence 

describes the “haunting vision” of the mob back in France. One is peaceful; the other is violent.  

3. Choice A best describes the contrast between the two sentences. Choices B and C are inaccurate, and choice 

D doesn’t fit quite as well.        Answer(8): A 

     

 
9. Question Type: Specific line 

1. As you skim the passage and get to the place you marked #9, carefully read the last paragraph. 

2. The italicized he refers to Sir Andrew, and the use of “higher and nobler motive than his friend” indicates that 

the Comtesse is comparing the two Englishmen’s motives. Choice A has the most textual support.   

Answer(9): A 
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Practice Passage 2 

 Answer the following questions that correspond to Passage 2 

 Since you already have an idea of what the passage is about, focus on understanding and using 

the Method to answer the questions 

 

  

1. Which of the following best expresses the main 

idea of the passages?  

A) Public baths in Roman society provided not 

only sanitary facilities but also social and 

cultural gathering places. 

B) Roman architecture rejected the exterior-

based Greek traditions in favor of large, 

public, interior spaces. 

C) The large curved spaces that concrete made 

possible in Roman architecture were more 

appropriate for civic than for religious 

functions. 

D) A combination of civic needs and innovation 

in building materials led Romans to great 

architectural innovation. 

 2. In lines 1-15, what is the most likely reason the 

author mentions Greek temple architecture?  

A) To show how Roman architectural 

innovations improved upon the earlier Greek 

traditions 

B) To describe the new trends in architecture 

developed by the Romans within 

architectural history 

C) To prove that Roman architects were more 

creative in their imagining of interior space 

than Greek architects 

D) To argue that the new interior spaces created 

by Romans were better suited to religious 

architecture than Greek temples were 

 3. The author implies that which of the following was 

critical to Roman architectural developments?  

A) The need for large, interior spaces where 

urban culture could be expressed. 

B) The convenience of public baths to people of 

all social strata 

C) The development over time of construction 

techniques using concrete 

D) The rapid expansion of baths into community 

and cultural centers 

 

4. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question?  

A) Lines 5-6 (“They…spaces”) 

B) Lines 16-19 (“This…error) 

C) Lines 24-28 (“While…mystery) 

D) Lines 45-47 (“Others…fees”) 

 

8. As used in line 33, “anticipated” most nearly 

means  

A) foreshadowed 

B) expected. 

C) prevented. 

D) enjoyed.  

 

6. The author believes that the most exemplary 

Roman baths provided   

A) a venue for  architectural experimentation. 

B) important sanitary facilities for citizens. 

C) fine arts enrichment to the public. 

D) community gathering spaces. 

 7. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question?    

A) Lines 16-19 (“This grand …error”) 

B) Lines 22-27 (“And the new…baths”) 

C) Lines 35-37 (“Grand public…provinces”) 

D) Lines 60-62 (“The baths…art”) 

 

5. It can be inferred from the description of public 

baths in the last paragraph (lines 48-64) that  

A) a visit to the bath might be quite different 

from a visit to a modern bath. 

B) they were much like modern gyms; 

patrons would first exercise, then bathe. 

C) Romans believed in the benefits of 

exposing oneself to a variety of 

temperatures 

D) the convenience of having so many 

activities in one location is unparalleled in 

history. 
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Detailed Explanations 

  

1. Question Type: Comprehensive  

1. This question is asking for the main subject of the passage. Be careful of choices that may be supported by the passage 

but do not reflect the main idea. When looking for the main idea, pay particular attention to the first and last paragraphs.  

2. Most of the passage revolves around the Comtesse trying to understand why Sir Andrew and Lord Antony risk their lives 

to rescue Frenchmen. This is most evident in lines 30-34 (“But, tell me...to you”) and the last paragraph. These support A. 

3. Although Madame Commtesse does mention the revolution and the government’s ruthlessness, she does not question or 

examine the causes of either. Cross out B and D.  

4. Although Comtesse does compare the two Englishmen, she compares their motivations, not self-confidence. Cross out C. 

            Answer (1): A 

     

 

2. Question Type: Specific Line 

1. This question is both Specific-line and Keyword. After marking the paragraph, pay attention to the discussion of Greek 

architecture, and try to determine why it was included in the paragraph.  

2. Choose the answer choice that has the most textual evidence.  

A-The paragraph contrasts the two styles but never says one is an improvement over the other. Cross this out. 

B-Greek architecture favored open spaces while the Roman style favored the indoors. This indicates a change in 

architectural trends. Keep this.  

C-This is too extreme. D-Religion is not mentioned in this paragraph    Answer (2): B 

     

 
3. Question Type: Primary Paired Question-Comprehensive 

1. The question asks for what was critical to the architectural development. When this word is used, the SAT will often try 

to trick you by giving multiple answer choices that are technically correct. Be sure to choose the choice that most 

accurately answers the question.  

2. Use POE to eliminate answers that do not have textual support.  

A-Paragraph 3 mentions that “the new architectural creations arose from the need of these Roman cities”. Keep this. 

B-This isn’t supported by the text. Cross it out.   

C-Paragraph 2 supports this. Keep it. D-Paragraph 3 supports this. Keep it.  

3. Compare the remaining choices. Concrete is described as the essential ingredient, while neither choice A nor D is 

described this way. While the other choices might work, concrete most accurately answers the question.  Answer (3): C 

     

 4. Question Type: Paired Comprehensive-Evidence 

1. Only the lines given by choice B describe what was critical, or essential, to Roman architectural development. Neither A 

nor D discusses architectural development, and C describes a contributing, but not critical, factor in development.   

            Answer (4): B 

     

 

Approaching the Passage using the Method:  

1. Read the italicized blurb.  

2. Read the questions (not the answers). Mark the lines/words that questions 2, 5, and 8 mention. 

3. Begin quickly reading the passage. As you come across a line or word you marked, read another sentence or two, 

and then attempt the question.  

4. Once you’re done with the passage, answer the remaining questions in the order they appear. Skip any you can’t 

answer and come back.  
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5. Question Type: Specific Line 

1. This question is both Specific-line and Keyword. While reading the paragraph, pay close attention to the 

description of the private baths.    

2. Eliminate the answer choices that aren’t supported by the text.   

A, B- No mention of modern baths is made in the paragraph. Be careful not to bring in your own opinions/ 

experiences into the passage. Cross these out.  

C-The passage mentions how the baths had “hot-air passages”, a “frigidarium”, and “intermediate 

temperatures”. Keep this.  D-The activities of the baths are not compared to anything else.           Answer (5): B 

     

 
6, 7. Question Type: Paired Comprehensive 

1. “most exemplary” means best. Recall from the previous question what the author writes in the last paragraph: 

“the baths at their best were public art museums and museums of contemporary art”. 

2. This supports C for the Primary and D for the Evidence.   Answer (6): C Answer (7): D 

     

 8. Question Type: Specific Line 

1. Come up with your own answer to replace “anticipated”. Since the sentence states that the Pantheon came 

three centuries later, we know that the baths came earlier. Let’s use preceded.     

2. Choose the answer choice that best matches your own answer.   

A- Like preceded, foreshadowed has to do with coming before. Keep this.  

B,C,D- None of these match preceded. Cross them all out.              Answer (8): A 
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2. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question? 

A) Lines 10-12 (“For… moment”) 

B) Lines 21-25 (“Yet… will”) 

C) Lines 42-44 (“And… stand on”) 

D) Lines 56-57 (“What… myself”) 

 

1. Over the course of the passage, the narrator’s 

attitude shifts from 

A) fear about the expedition to excitement 

about it. 

B) doubt about his abilities to confidence in 

them. 

C) uncertainty of his motives to recognition of 

them.  

D) disdain for the North Pole to appreciation 

of it.  

 

Practice Passage 

This passage is adapted from MacDonald Harris, 

The Balloonist. ©2011 by The Estate of Donald 

Heiney. During the summer of 1897, the narrator of 

this story, a fictional Swedish scientist, has set out for 

the North Pole in a hydrogen-powered balloon.  

     My emotions are complicated and not readily 

verifiable. I feel a vast yearning that is 

simultaneously a pleasure and a pain. I am certain of 

the consummation of this yearning, but I don’t  
know yet what form it will take, since I do not 

understand quite what it is that the yearning desires. 

For the first time there is borne in upon me the full 

truth of what I myself said to the doctor only an hour 

ago: that my motives in this undertaking are not 

entirely clear. For years, for a lifetime, the machinery 

of my destiny has worked in secret to prepare for this 

moment; its clockwork has moved exactly toward 

this time and place and no other. Rising slowly from 

the earth that bore me and gave me sustenance, I am 

carried helplessly toward an uninhabited and hostile, 

or at best indifferent, part of the earth, littered with 

the bones of explorers and the wrecks of ships, frozen 

supply caches, messages scrawled with chilled 

fingers and hidden in cairns that no eye will ever see. 

Nobody has succeeded in this thing, and many have 

died. Yet in freely willing this enterprise, in choosing 

this moment and no other when the south wind will 

carry me exactly northward at a velocity of eight 

knots, I have converted the machinery of my  

fate into the servant of my will. All this I understand, 

as I understand each detail of the technique by which 

this is carried out. What I don’t understand is why I 

am so intent on going to this particular place. Who 

wants the North Pole! What good is it! Can you eat 

it? Will it carry you from Gothenburg to Malmö like 

a railway? The Danish ministers have declared from 

their pulpits that participation in polar expeditions is 

beneficial to the soul’s eternal well-being, or so I read 

in a newspaper. It isn’t clear how this doctrine is to 

be interpreted, except that the Pole is something 

difficult or impossible to attain which must 

nevertheless be sought for, because man is 

condemned to seek out and know everything whether 

or not the knowledge gives him pleasure. In  
short, it is the same unthinking lust for knowledge 

that drove our First Parents out of the garden.  

     And suppose you were to find it in spite of all, 

this wonderful place that everybody is so anxious to 

stand on! What would you find? Exactly nothing.  

A point precisely identical to all the others in a 

completely featureless wasteland stretching around it 

for hundreds of miles. It is an abstraction, a 

mathematical fiction. No one but a Swedish madman 

could take the slightest interest in it. Here I am. The 

wind is still from the south, bearing us steadily 

northward at the speed of a trotting dog. Behind us, 

perhaps forever, lie the Cities of Men with their 

teacups and their brass bedsteads. I am going forth 

of my own volition to join the ghosts of Bering and  
poor Franklin, of frozen De Long and his men. 

What I am on the brink of knowing, I now see, is 

not an ephemeral mathematical spot but myself. 

The doctor was right, even though I dislike him. 

Fundamentally I am a dangerous madman, and what 

I do is both a challenge to my egotism and a 

surrender to it. 
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3. As used in lines 1-2, “not readily 

verifiable” most nearly means 

A) unable to be authenticated. 

B) likely to be contradicted.  

C) without empirical support.  

D) not completely understood.  

 4. The sentence in lines 10-13 (“For 

years… other”) mainly serves to 

A) expose a side of the narrator that 

he prefers to keep hidden. 

B) demonstrate that the narrator 

thinks in a methodical and 

scientific manner. 

C) show that the narrator feels 

himself to be influenced by 

powerful and independent forces.  

D) emphasize the length of time 

during which the narrator has 

prepared for his expedition. 

 5. The narrator indicates that many 

previous explorers seeking the North Pole 

have 

A) perished in the attempt. 

B) made surprising discoveries. 

C) failed to determine its exact 

location.  

D) had different motivations than his 

own.  

 
6. Which choice provides the best evidence 

for the answer to the previous question? 

A) Lines 20-21 (Nobody… died”) 

B) Lines 25-27 (“All… out”) 

C) Lines 31-34 (“The… newspaper”) 

D) Lines 51-53 (“Behind…bedsteads”)  

 

7. Which choice best describes the narrator’s 

view of his expedition to the North Pole? 

A) Immoral but inevitable 

B) Absurd but necessary 

C) Socially beneficial but misunderstood  

D) Scientifically important but hazardous 

 
8. The question the narrator asks in lines 30-31 

(“Will it… railway”) most nearly implies that 

A) balloons will never replace other modes 

of transportation. 

B) the North Pole is farther away than the 

cities usually reached by train.  

C) people often travel from one city to 

another without considering the 

implications. 

D) reaching the North Pole has no 

foreseeable benefit to humanity. 

 

9. As used in line 49, “take the slightest interest 

in” most nearly means 

A) accept responsibility for. 

B) possess little regard for.  

C) pay no attention to. 

D) have curiosity about. 

 
10. As used in line 50, “bearing” most nearly 

means 

A) carrying. 

B) affecting. 

C) yielding. 

D) enduring. 
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Detailed Explanations 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1. Question Group: Primary Paired Question - Comprehensive  

1. You may have to answer this question after answering other questions so you have more information. 

2. Pay attention to author’s tone and point of view throughout the passage 

3. The author’s attitude begins as uncertain and questioning (Lines 9-10) but ends with certainty and conviction about his motives and 

purpose (Lines 56-57). 

4. The narrator does not become excited, doubt his own abilities, or come to appreciate the North Pole, allowing you to 

eliminate answers A, B, and D, respectively.       Answer (1): C 

    

 

2. Question Group: Evidence Paired Question  

1. Read each set of lines provided by the answer choices, with the answer to the previous question in mind.    

2. Choices A, B, and C all focus on the narrator’s preparations and expectations for the journey, not his transition to 

recognizing his motives. 

D. Lines 56-57 show how the author is now certain of his purpose in going to the North Pole, proving the answer to the 

previous question.         Answer (2): D 

 

 

 

3. Question Group: Specific-Line  

1. As you skim the passage and get to the place you marked #3, carefully read the lines before, with, and after the phrase 

in question.  

2. Predict an answer for what “not readily verifiable” could mean given the context, then read the choices.  

3. In lines 1-6, the narrator says that he feels that his emotions are “complicated,” and that he does “not understand” his 

yearning to go to the North Pole. In this context, his emotions are “not readily verifiable,” or not completely understood. 

           Answer (3): D 

 

 
4. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. When you get to the spot marked #4 in your skimming, carefully read lines 10-13, as well as those directly before and 

after. 

2. “Mainly serves to” indicates that you should pay attention to the purpose of these lines. 

3. In lines 10-13, the author describes himself as being moved by the “machinery” of his destiny “exactly toward this time 

and place and no other.” This language describes a force outside and independent of himself as responsible for pushing 

him toward this expedition.        Answer (4): C 

  

 

 

5/6. Question Group: Primary Paired Question – Keyword, Evidence Paired Question 

1. Scan the passage for the section of the passage speaking of anything referring to other people. You may remember a 

section speaking of bones, wrecked ships, and death from your skimming (lines 17-19). 

A. In lines 20-21, the author says that some explorers have gone before him, but “many have died.” To perish is to die. 

Keep this. 

B, D. The author never talks about the motives or discoveries of other explorers of the North Pole. Cross these out. 

C. Though it is probably true that since no other explorer to the North Pole has been successful (line 20) they have failed 

to find its exact location, it is less explicitly stated than the answer to choice A. 

2. Knowing that the answer to #5 is A, return to the lines about the death of other explorers and match those to the correct 

answer choice to question 6, A.      Answer (5): A     Answer (6): A 

 

 

Approaching the Passage:  

1. Read the italicized blurb. Notice that this is a literary fiction passage, not science.  

2. Read the questions (not the answers). Mark the lines/words that questions 3, 4, 8, 9, and 10 mention. 

3. Begin quickly reading the passage. As you come across a line or word you marked, read another sentence or two, 

and then attempt the question.  

4. Once you’re done with the passage, answer the remaining questions in the order they appear. Skip any you can’t 

answer and come back.  
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  7. Question Group: Comprehensive  

1. Recall the author’s attitude shift from uncertainty to certainty and determination (Question 1). 

2. Choices A, C, and D can be eliminated because the author doesn’t discuss the morality of his expedition. He explicitly 

states that there is no societal benefit to exploring the North Pole, and he does not discuss scientific implications. 

B. After explaining the absurdity of a North Pole expedition in lines 29-30, the author goes in to explaining why he must go 

on it anyway. To him, for personal reasons he continues to explain for the rest of the passage and particularly in lines 55-57, 

it is necessary.           Answer (7): B 

8. Question Type: Specific Line 

1. When you get to the spot marked #8 in your skimming, carefully read the lines 30-31, as well as those directly before and 

after. 

2. Pay attention to what the implications behind the author’s words, not just what is being said outright.   

After exclaiming about the absurdity of his wish to go to the North Pole, the author asks a couple rhetorical questions about 

the benefit of such an expedition. His question in lines 30-31 is for the purpose of illustrating how such an expedition, unlike 

food or a railway, does not benefit humanity.       Answer (8): D 

 

 

 

    

9. Question Type: Specific Line 

1. When you get to the spot marked #9 while skimming, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing the phrase in 

question.  

2. Consider the answer choices, noting that “it” in line 49, refers to the North Pole.  

A- One cannot take responsibility for the North Pole, and the author doesn’t suggest this. Cross it out.   

B-Though this does suggest a lack of regard or interest in the ordinary person, it is awkward when substituted for the 

previous phrase. Keep this for now, but keep looking.  

C-The author suggests that most people would pay no attention to the North Pole, so this choice does not fit as the descriptor 

for only one mad Swede. Cross it out.  

D-This choice suggests what the author has been consistently saying, that only a madman would be curious or interested in 

going to the North Pole. This works better than choice B and is the best answer.     Answer (9): D 

 

 

 

    

10. Question Type: Specific Line 

1. While skimming, when you come to the spot you marked with # 10, read carefully the lines before, after, and containing 

the word “bearing.” Also, remember that the italicized blurb stated that the scientist is on a hydrogen powered balloon.  

2. Predict an answer and then consider the answer choices.  

A-The sentence containing “bearing” suggests that the wind is physically moving. Carrying is similar to moving and could 

fit in place of “bearing.” Keep this.  

B-Though being moved does technically affect the author, it is less explicitly stated than choice A. Cross it out. 

C-Yielding is opposite to causing something to happen, as a wind would do by moving the author’s ship. Cross this out.  

D-Enduring does not make sense in place of “bearing”. Cross it out.  

A is the only answer choice that might be right. Choose this.       Answer (10): A 
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Reading Graphs and Tables: 

 In the New SAT, some passages are followed by graphics (usually graphs or tables) that relate to the 

passage 

 These questions are usually at the very end and follow science or social science passages 

 Do not look closely at the graph or its questions until after you’ve read the passage and answered 

the other questions 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Procedure 

Step 1: Inspect the graphic. Get an understanding of what the graphic is showing you, but do not spend 

too much time, as the question will tell you exactly what to focus on. 

1. Title: This tells you the subject of the graphic.  

2. Caption: This provides valuable background information about the graphic that will help clarify what 

you are looking at. This may not be present in all graphics.  

3. Axis Labels: Read these to ensure you understand what the graphic is showing you. 

4. Units: Determine what the numbers in the graphic represent. This is extremely important, as the 

numbers could be dollars, thousands of dollars, percentages, decimals, etc.   

5. Legend: This will tell you what the different shading or shapes of the graphic represent.  

Step 2: Read the Question 

There are two types of questions:  

Type 1: Graphic Analysis 

 

 

 These questions ask only about the graphic itself 

 These may ask you to analyze a trend within the graphic or to determine which statement is 

supported by the graphic 

 Having background knowledge from the passage is beneficial but not necessary 

According to the graph, which of the following 

statements is most consistent with the data?  
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Type 2: Graphic Synthesis 

 These questions require you to draw from both the graphic and the passage itself  

 These may ask if the data in the graphic is consistent with the author’s viewpoint or if a particular 

line in the passage supports the data in the graphic 

 

 

Step 3: Answer the Question 

Graphic Analysis: Use Process of Elimination 

 Check each answer choice to see if it matches the data presented 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphic Analysis: Treat it like a Keyword Question 

 Scan through the passage looking for the keywords or similar words from the question 

 Use the information from the passage in conjunction with the graphic  

 Use Process of Elimination if needed 

   

Which portion of the passage supports the 

data presented about plants in the graph?  

20 Human advancement and the population 

explosion of the last five centuries have 

resulted in an unprecedented rate of 

deforestation. A large proportion of Earth’s 

trees have been removed for use as timber,   

25 and forests have been cleared to make way 

for settlements.  

A) 20% of all plants are Critically Endangered. 

B) Mammals are the least endangered species on the planet. 

C) There are more reptiles who are Vulnerable than plants 

that are Critically Endangered. 

D) The proportion of plants that are Vulnerable is larger 

than the proportion of mammals that are Critically 

Endangered, Endangered, or Vulnerable. 

 
For This Example:  

A) The whole bar for plants is about 20%, so the value must be lower for Critically Endangered. Cross this out. 

B) Be careful with this. Mammals are the least endangered on this list, but not necessarily on the planet. Don’t assume 

information that is not presented. Cross this out.  

C) Notice that the values on the graph are percents, not actual numbers. We can’t know for sure if the actual number of 

reptiles is more or less. It depends on how many total plants and reptiles there are. Again, do not assume information that 

is not given.  Cross this out.  

D) This is correct. Notice the use of “proportion”.  
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Practice Passage 

This passage is adapted from Alan Ehrenhalt, The 

Great Inversion and the Future of the American City. 

©2013 by Vintage. Ehrenhalt is an urbanologist—a 

scholar of cities and their development. Demographic 

inversion is a phenomenon that describes the 

rearrangement of living patterns throughout a 

metropolitan area.  

We are not witnessing the abandonment of the 

suburbs, or a movement of millions of people back to 

the city all at once. The 2010 census certainly did not 

turn up evidence of a middle-class stampede to the 

nation’s cities. The news was mixed: Some of the 

larger cities on the East Coast tended to gain 

population, albeit in small increments. Those in the 

Midwest, including Chicago, tended to lose substantial 

numbers. The cities that showed gains in  

overall population during the entire decade tended to 

be in the South and Southwest. But when it comes to 

measuring demographic inversion, raw census 

numbers are an ineffective blunt instrument. A closer 

look at the results shows that the most powerful 

demographic events of the past decade were the 

movement of African Americans out of central cities 

(180,000 of them in Chicago alone) and the settlement 

of immigrant groups in suburbs, often ones many 

miles distant from downtown. Central-city areas that 

gained affluent residents in the first part of the decade 

maintained that population in the recession years from 

2007 to 2009. They also, according to a 2011 study by 

Brookings, suffered considerably less from increased  

unemployment than the suburbs did. Not many young 

professionals moved to new downtown condos in the 

recession years because few such residences were 

being built. But there is no reason to believe that the 

demographic trends prevailing priorto the construction 

bust will not resume once that bust is over. It is 

important to remember that demographic inversion is 

not a proxy for population growth; it can occur in 

cities that are growing, those whose numbers are flat, 

and even in those undergoing a modest decline in size.  

America’s major cities face enormous fiscal 

problems, many of them the result of public pension 

obligations they incurred in the more prosperous years 

of the past two decades. Some, Chicago  

prominent among them, simply are not producing 

enough revenue to support the level of public services 

to which most of the citizens have grown to feel 

entitled. How the cities are going to solve this 

problem, I do not know. What I do know is that if 

fiscal crisis were going to drive affluent professionals 

out of central cities, it would have done so by now. 

There is no evidence that it has.  

The truth is that we are living at a moment in 

which the massive outward migration of the affluent 

that characterized the second half of the twentieth 

century is coming to an end. And we need to adjust 

our perceptions of cities, suburbs, and urban mobility 

as a result.  

Much of our perspective on the process of 

metropolitan settlement dates, whether we realize it 

or not, from a paper written in 1925 by the University 

of Chicago sociologist Ernest W. Burgess. It was 

Burgess who defined four urban/suburban zones of 

settlement: a central business district; an  

area of manufacturing just beyond it; then a 

residential area inhabited by the industrial and 

immigrant working class; and finally an outer enclave 

of single-family dwellings.  

Burgess was right about the urban America of 

1925; he was right about the urban America of 1974. 

Virtually every city in the country had a downtown, 

where the commercial life of the metropolis was 

conducted; it had a factory district just beyond; it had 

districts of working-class residences just beyond that; 

and it had residential suburbs for the wealthy and the 

upper middle class at the far end of the continuum. As 

a family moved up the economic ladder, it also moved 

outward from crowded working-class districts to more 

spacious apartments and, eventually, to a suburban 

home. The suburbs of Burgess’s time bore little 

resemblance to those at the end of the twentieth 

century, but the theory still essentially worked. People 

moved ahead in life by moving farther out.  

But in the past decade, in quite a few places, 

this model has ceased to describe reality. There are 

still downtown commercial districts, but there are no 

factory districts lying next to them. There are scarcely 

any factories at all. These close-in parts of  

the city, whose few residents Burgess described as 

dwelling in “submerged regions of poverty, 

degradation and disease,” are increasingly the preserve 

of the affluent who work in the commercial core. And 

just as crucially newcomers to America are  

not settling on the inside and accumulating the 

resources to move out; they are living in the suburbs 

from day one. 
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1. Which choice best summarizes the first paragraph 

of the passage (lines 1-33)? 

A) The 2010 census demonstrated a sizeable 

growth in the number of middle-class families 

moving into inner cities. 

B) The 2010 census is not a reliable instrument 

for measuring the population trends in 

American cities. 

C) Population growth and demographic inversion 

are distinct phenomena, and demographic 

inversion is evident in many American cities.  

D) Population growth in American cities has 

been increasing since roughly 2000, while 

suburban populations have decreased.  

2. According to the passage, members of which group 

moved away from central-city areas in large numbers 

in the early 2000s?  

A) The unemployed 

B) Immigrants 

C) Young professionals 

D) African Americans 

 

3. In line 32, “flat” is closest in meaning to  

A) static. 

B) deflated. 

C) featureless. 

D) obscure.  

 4. According to the passage, which choice best 

describes the current financial situation in many major 

American cities? 

A) Expected tax increases due to demand for 

public works 

B) Economic hardship due to promises made in 

past years 

C) Greater overall prosperity due to an increased 

inner-city tax base 

D) Insufficient revenues due to a decrease in 

manufacturing 
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5. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question?  

A) Lines 34-37 (“America’s…decades”) 

B) Lines 41-42 (“How… not know”) 

C) Lines 42-44 (“What… now”) 

D) Lines 46-49 (“The truth… end”) 

 
6. The passage implies that American cities in 1974  

A) were witnessing the flight of minority 

populations to the suburbs.  

B) had begun to lose their manufacturing sectors. 

C) had a traditional four-zone structure. 

D) were already experiencing demographic 

inversion. 

 
7. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question? 

A) Lines 52-55 (“Much… Ernest W. Burgess”) 

B) Lines 55-57 (“It was… settlement”) 

C) Lines 64-69 (“Virtually… continuum”) 

D) Lines 69-73 (“As… home”) 

 
8. As used in line 66, “conducted” is closest in 

meaning to 

A) carried out. 

B) supervised. 

C) regulated. 

D) inhibited. 

 

9. The author of the passage would most likely 

consider the information in chart 1 to be  

A) excellent evidence for the arguments made in 

the passage. 

B) possibly accurate but too crude to be truly 

informative. 

C) compelling but lacking in historical 

information. 

D) representative of a perspective with which the 

author disagrees. 

 

11. Chart 2 suggests which of the following about 

population change in the 1990s?  

A) Large numbers of people moved from 

suburban areas to urban areas in the 1990s. 

B) Growth rates fell in smaller metropolitan 

areas in the 1990s.  

C) Large numbers of people moved from 

metropolitan areas to nonmetropolitan areas 

in the 1990s. 

D) The US population as a whole grew more in 

the 1990s than in the 1980s.  

 

10. According to chart 2, the years 2000-2010 were 

characterized by 

A) less growth in metropolitan areas of all sizes 

than had taken place in the 1990s. 

B) more growth in small metropolitan areas than 

in large metropolitan areas. 

C) A significant decline in the population of 

small metropolitan areas compared to the 

1980s. 

D) Roughly equal growth in large metropolitan 

areas and nonmetropolitan areas. 
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Detailed Explanations  

Approaching this Passage: 

1. Read the italicized blurb. Notice that this is a Social Studies passage with graphics.  

2. Read through the questions, marking the lines/words mentioned in questions 1, 3, and 8.  

3. Skim through the passage and answer the questions.  

4. Read the two tables and pay attention to their different parts.  

5. Answer the graphic questions.  

 
1. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. Mark the lines as #1 in the margin before you begin reading. 

2. “Best summarizes” means that we are looking for the main idea of the first two paragraphs.  

3. The main idea of a paragraph is often most evidence in the first and last sentences.   

4. A and D are directly contradicted by the passage. Eliminate them. 

5. Although the flaws of the census are mentioned, they are not the main focus, so eliminate B.  

6. The paragraph discuss demographic inversion extensively, and even use Chicago as a specific example. 

Demographic inversion is even referred to as “important”. This matches C well.   Answer (1): C 

 
2. Question Group: Keyword 

1. Scan the passage for something about the “early 2000s”. If you read the section about the 2010 census, you 

will see that lines 15-16 support choice D.  

          Answer (2): D 

 3. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. Mark line 34 as #2 before you begin reading. When you reach it in your reading, read the whole sentence.  

2. “closest in meaning to” means to find a synonym.  

3. Predict an answer. The sentence states that population inversion may occur in cities that are “growing”, “flat”, 

or “undergoing a modest decline”. Let’s use staying the same (the prediction can be a phrase or word). 

4. Static matches our prediction well. It means not moving. If you didn’t know that, you can eliminate choice  B 

because a decrease is mentioned later in the sentence, and choices C and D have nothing to do with population 

growth.           Answer (3): A 

 

4/5. Question Group: Paired Primary, Evidence-Keyword 

1. Look back into the passage for an area that discusses “financial situation” and “cities”. Paragraph 3 looks 

promising.  

2. The paragraph doesn’t mention manufacturing or talk about prosperity, so eliminate C and D of the Primary.  

3. While there is demand for public works, there is no mention of a tax increase. Since a part of the answer is 

wrong, the whole answer is wrong. Eliminate A. This leaves only B for #4.  

4. For the Evidence question, eliminate choices B and D because they do not describe the financial situation of 

the cities. 

5. Although the lines mentioned by choice C mention the financial situation of cities, they focus on it much less 

than the lines mentioned by choice A.   

        Answer (4): B Answer (5): A 
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6/7. Question Group: Paired: Keyword 

1. Scan the passage for “1974”. It can be found in line 65. Read around it for context.   

2. The whole paragraph describes the 4 zone structure of cities and how the cities of 1974 looked like this. C is 

the most likely answer for #6.  

3. Only lines 66-71 describe the 4 zone structure that describes the cities of 1974.     

        Answer (6): C Answer (7): C 

 

8. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. Mark line 68 before you begin reading.    

2. Come up with a prediction that can replace “conducted”. Let’s use done (it doesn’t sound very nice, but it 

works).  

3.Carried out matches done. B doesn’t fit very well, and C and D are too negative so cross them out.  

          Answer (8): A 

 

9. Question Group: Graphic Synthesis 

1. Read the different components of the chart. Even though the caption mentions 1980, Chart I only deals with 

2010.  

2. Chart I only shows the percentage of the whole population living in different-sized cities. It does not show 

movement or demographics. It is essentially a census.  

3. Recall what you read when answering #1. The author argues that “raw census numbers are an ineffective 

blunt instrument” because they do not show demographic inversion. Chart I does not show demographic 

inversion. “crude” and “blunt” are quite similar in describing how ineffective the tools are. Choice C has the 

most textual support.         Answer (9): C 

 

10. Question Group: Graphic Analysis 

1. Notice that that Y-axis displays the growth rate in percent, while the X-axis displays the 3 different-sized 

cities. The legend displays the 3 different time periods of growth being studied.   

2. A is supported by the data. All of the bars describing 2000-2010 growth are shorter than the bars showing 

1990-2000 growth. Keep it.  

3. B, C, and D are all wrong according to the data displayed.      

          Answer (10): A 

 11. Question Group: Graphic Analysis 

1. The graph only shows the growth rate of each city type, not where the population moved from. A and C can’t 

be right.  

2. All of the growth rates on the graph are positive, so cross out B.  

3. For all metro types, the population growth rates were higher in 1990-2000 than they were in 1980-1990. This 

must mean that the population as a whole grew.      Answer (11): D 
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Paired Passages: 

 

You will approach the paired passages in a similar way to the rest. Think about 

the following things when you read paired passages, to make your skimming 

more effective: 

 Main ideas and themes that the questions you previewed refer to 

 The similarities and differences in how the authors view the subject 

o Pay attention to how each of the authors would respond to the other 

author’s passage 

 Important facts or statistics that support each passage's claim 

 

Step 1: Read the italicized blurb and get an idea of what the passages are about 

Step 2: Go through the questions and mark a question # next to the line in the passage 

where Specific-Line questions can be found 

Step 3: Skim Passage 1, answering Specific Line Questions as you go 

Step 4: Answer the questions associated only with Passage 1 

Step 5: Skim Passage 2, answering any Specific Line Questions as you go 

Step 6: Answer the questions associated only with Passage 2 

Step 7: Answer questions that refer to both passages. These will usually be the last 

questions  

o Refer to both passages as you answer these questions 

o These questions will require more in-depth knowledge of each passage, so be 

sure to answer other, less complex questions first
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Practice Dual Passage 

Passage 1 is adapted from Edmund Burke, Reflections on the 

Revolution in France. Originally published in 1790. Passage 2 is 

adapted from Thomas Paine, Rights of Man. Originally published 

in 1791.  

Passage 1  

To avoid . . . the evils of inconstancy and 

versatility, ten thousand times worse than those of 

obstinacy and the blindest prejudice, we have 

consecrated the state, that no man should approach to 

look into its defects or corruptions but with due 

caution; that he should never dream of beginning its 

reformation by its subversion; that he should 

approach to the faults of the state as to the wounds of 

a father, with pious awe and trembling solicitude. By 

this wise prejudice we are taught to look with horror 

on those children of their country who are prompt 

rashly to hack that aged parent in pieces, and put him 

into the kettle of magicians, in hopes that by their 

poisonous weeds, and wild incantations, they may 

regenerate the paternal constitution, and renovate 

their father’s life.  

Society is indeed a contract. Subordinate 

contracts for objects of mere occasional interest may 

be dissolved at pleasure—but the state ought not to be 

considered as nothing better than a partnership 

agreement in a trade of pepper and coffee, calico or 

tobacco, or some other such low concern, to be taken 

up for a little temporary interest, and to be dissolved 

by the fancy of the parties. It is to be looked on with 

other reverence; because it is not a partnership in 

things subservient only to the gross animal existence 

of a temporary and perishable nature. It is a 

partnership in all science; a partnership in all art; a 

partnership in every virtue, and in all perfection.  
As the ends of such a partnership cannot be obtained 

in many generations, it becomes a partnership not 

only between those who are living, but between those 

who are living, those who are dead, and those who 

are to be born. . . . The municipal corporations of  
that universal kingdom are not morally at liberty at 

their pleasure, and on their speculations of a 

contingent improvement, wholly to separate and tear 

asunder the bands of their subordinate community, 

and to dissolve it into an unsocial, uncivil, 

unconnected chaos of elementary principles. 

Passage 2  

Every age and generation must be as free to 

act for itself, in all cases, as the ages and generations 

which preceded it. The vanity and presumption of 

governing beyond the grave, is the most ridiculous 

and insolent of all tyrannies.  

Man has no property in man; neither has any 

generation a property in the generations which are to 

follow. The Parliament or the people of 1688, or of 

any other period, had no more right to dispose of the 

people of the present day, or to bind or to control 

them in any shape whatever, than the parliament or 

the people of the present day have to dispose of, bind, 

or control those who are to live a hundred or a 

thousand years hence.  

Every generation is, and must be, competent 

to all the purposes which its occasions require. It is 

the living, and not the dead, that are to be 

accommodated. When man ceases to be, his power 

and his wants cease with him; and having no longer 

any participation in the concerns of this world, he has 

no longer any authority in directing who shall be its 

governors, or how its government shall be organized, 

or how administered....  

Those who have quitted the world, and those who 

are not yet arrived at it, are as remote from each other, as 

the utmost stretch of mortal imagination can conceive. 

What possible obligation, then, can exist between them; 

what rule or principle can be laid down, that two 

nonentities, the one out of existence,  

and the other not in, and who never can meet in this 

world, that the one should control the other to the end of 

time?...  

The circumstances of the world are continually 

changing, and the opinions of men change also; and  
as government is for the living, and not for the dead, it 

is the living only that has any right in it. That which 

may be thought right and found convenient in one age, 

may be thought wrong and found inconvenient in 

another. In such cases, who is to decide, the living, or 

the dead? 
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1. In Passage 1, Burke indicates that a contract 

between a person and society differs from other 

contracts mainly in its 

A) brevity and prominence. 

B) complexity and rigidity. 

C) precision and usefulness. 

D) seriousness and permanence. 

 2. As used in line 4, “state” most nearly refers to a  

A) style of living. 

B) position in life. 

C) temporary condition. 

D) political entity. 

 
6. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question? 

A) Lines 41-43 (“Every… it”) 

B) Lines 43-45 (“The vanity… tyrannies”) 

C) Lines 56-58 (“It is… accommodated”) 

D) Lines 67-72 (“What… time”) 

 

3. As used in line 22, “low” most nearly means  

A) petty. 

B) weak. 

C) inadequate. 

D) depleted. 

 

7. Which choice best describes how Burke would 

most likely have reacted to Paine’s remarks in the 

final paragraph of Passage 2?  

A) With approval, because adapting to new 

events may enhance existing partnerships. 

B) With resignation, because changing 

circumstances are an inevitable aspect of life. 

C) With skepticism, because Paine does not 

substantiate his claim with examples of 

governments changed for the better. 

D) With disapproval, because changing 

conditions are insufficient justification for 

changing the form of government.  

 

4. It can most reasonably be inferred from Passage 2 

that Paine views historical precedents as   

A) generally helpful to those who want to change 

society. 

B) surprisingly difficult for many people to 

comprehend. 

C) frequently responsible for human progress. 

D) largely irrelevant to current political 

decisions. 

 

5. How would Paine most likely respond to Burke’s 

statement in lines 30-34, Passage 1 (“As the… 

born”)?  

A) He would assert that the notion of a 

partnership across generations is less 

plausible to people of his era than it was to 

people in the past. 

B) He would argue that there are no politically 

meaningful links between the dead, the living, 

and the unborn. 

C) He would question the possibility that 

significant changes to a political system could 

be accomplished within a single generation. 

D) He would point out that we cannot know what 

judgements the dead would make about 

contemporary issues. 

 



Reading 30   

  

9. Which choice best states the relationship between 

the two passages?  

A) Passage 2 challenges the primary argument of 

Passage 1. 

B) Passage 2 advocates an alternative approach 

to a problem discussed in Passage 1. 

C) Passage 2 provides further evidence to 

support an idea introduced in passage 1. 

D) Passage 2 exemplifies an attitude promoted in 

Passage 1. 

 

8. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question?  

A) Lines 1-4 (“To avoid… state”) 

B) Lines 7-9 (“he should… solicitude”) 

C) Lines 27-29 (“It is… perfection”) 

D) Lines 34-38 (“The municipal… community”) 

 

10. The purpose of both passages is to   

A) suggest a way to resolve a particular political 

struggle. 

B) discuss the relationship between people and 

their government. 

C) evaluate the consequences of rapid political 

change. 

D) describe the duties that governments have to 

their citizens. 
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Detailed Explanations 

  

1. Question Group: Keyword 

1. Scan the passage for a section discussing society and contracts. You may remember where this is from your 

skimming. 

2. At the beginning of paragraph 2, lines 17-24, the author mentions that society is a contract greater than 

“subordinate contracts… [which] may be dissolved at pleasure”, then continues to describe them as something 

not “to be taken up for a little temporary interest.” This suggests the author’s perceived difference in seriousness 

and permanence of social contracts and state or other contracts. The other choices have little textual support.

          Answer (1): D 

     
2. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. When you get to the spot marked #2 while skimming, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing the 

word “state.” 

2. In the first paragraph, the author uses an analogy of father and son to describe the state and its people. He 

describes the “children of their country” in line 11, representing the father as the country. He then proceeds to 

discuss the nature of society and government. Choice D, a political entity, best describes a country or state in 

this context.          Answer (2): 

3. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. You should have marked line 22 with a #3 prior to skimming the passage. While skimming, when you get to 

the line marked #3, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing the word “low.” 

2. First you must determine what “low concern” is referring to. Here, the author is referring to “a partnership 

agreement in a trade of pepper and coffee. (Lines 20-21)” 

3. The author’s language in these lines suggests that he thinks a trade agreement of pepper and coffee is rather 

insignificant, especially when compared to an agreement of state. Find the choice that matches insignificant. 

4. A is the only answer that makes sense here. B, C, and D are incorrect because the author would not describe a 

trade in pepper and coffee as a weak concern, an inadequate concern, or a depleted concern.  Answer (3): A 

     

 4. Question Group: Comprehensive 

1. As you skim Passage 2, pay attention to the way the author views historical precedents or things of the past. 

2. Read lines 59-63. Here you will see that Paine views historical precedents and the opinions of those deceased 

to be irrelevant to current political issues. None of the other choices have such textual support. Answer (4): D 

     

Approaching this Passage: 

1. Read the italicized blurb. Notice that this is a pair of History passages.  

2. Read through the questions, marking the lines/words mentioned in questions 2 and 3. 

3. Skim through passage 1 and answer its questions (1-3) and then proceed to the second passage and its 

question (4).  

4. Refer to both passages simultaneously for questions 5-11.  
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5/6. Question Group: Primary Paired – Comparative, Evidence Paired 

1. In lines 30-34 of Passage 1, the author suggests that a social contract or agreement persists even after death. 

2. In lines 64-72 of passage 2, the author is in direct opposition with the opinion of the first author, stating that 

there can be no obligation between the deceased and the living. This is especially clear in line 67 when the 

author says “What possible obligation, then, can exist between them.” 

3. Based on the author’s language, B is the only sensible answer to #5, stating that there can be no politically 

meaningful links “between” the living and the dead. Paragraph 2 of Passage 2 invalidates A and paragraph 3 

contradicts choice C. While choice D might be true, it doesn’t address the “partnership” as well as B.  

4. Choice D of #6 contains the best evidence for #5.   Answer (5): B Answer 

 (6): D  7/8. Question Group: Primary Paired – Comparative, Evidence Paired 

A- The author of Passage 1 is directly opposed to Paine’s view that government should change as its people 

change. He would not approve of such an idea. Cross this out. 

B- Since the author of Passage 1 opposes Paine’s idea so much, he would not be resigned to accept such an idea. 

He would likely speak out against it, as he has in his passage. Cross this out. 

C- Though Author 1 would likely be skeptical of Paine’s views, the point of Paine’s essay is not to present 

evidence, but rather to express an opinion on an idea. Keep this but look for a better answer. 

D- Lines 34-38 show the author’s opposing belief that changing conditions do not warrant a change in 

government. (This is your answer for #8, as well.)    Answer #7: D,    #8: D 

     

 
9. Question Group: Comparative 

1. Recall the tone of each passage on the shared subject of whether or not the government and social contracts 

should be changed as the time and people do. 

2. The authors have opposing views, so choices C and D can be eliminated. Author 1 thinks government is 

permanent, whereas Author 2 thinks it should change as the times do. Answer choice A describes this 

relationship better than choice B because the passages do not discuss a single “problem”.  

Answer: (9) A 

     
10. Question Group: Comparative 

1. Determine which choices do not match what you have read by skimming and answering previous questions.  

A- No single “struggle” is mentioned. Cross this out.  

B-The passages spend a lot of time discussing contracts between the government and people. Keep this.  

C-This is only briefly mentioned, and therefore not likely the main purpose.  

D- Although both passages do discuss the government and their people, the authors are concerned with the 

relationship between the government and people rather than duties of the government. Answer (10): B 
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Practice Passage 

This passage is adapted from Emily Anthes, 

Frankenstein's Cat. ©2013 by Emily Anthes.  

When scientists first learned how to edit the 

genomes of animals, they began to imagine all the 

ways they could use this new power. Creating 

brightly colored novelty pets was not a high priority. 

Instead, most researchers envisioned far more 

consequential applications, hoping to create 

genetically engineered animals that saved human 

lives. One enterprise is now delivering on this dream. 

Welcome to the world of “pharming,” in which 

simple genetic tweaks turn animals into living 

pharmaceutical factories.  

Many of the proteins that our cells crank out 

naturally make for good medicine. Our bodies’ own 

enzymes, hormones, clotting factors, and antibodies 

are commonly used to treat cancer, diabetes, 

autoimmune diseases, and more. The trouble is that it’s 

difficult and expensive to make these compounds on 

an industrial scale, and as a result, patients can face 

shortages of the medicines they need. Dairy animals, 

on the other hand, are expert protein producers, their 

udders swollen with milk. So the creation of the first 

transgenic animals—first mice, then other species—in 

the 1980s gave scientists an idea: What if they put the 

gene for a human antibody or enzyme into a cow, goat, 

or sheep? If they put the gene in just the right place, 

under the control of the right molecular switch, maybe 

they could engineer animals that produced healing 

human proteins in their milk. Then doctors could 

collect medicine by the bucketful.  

Throughout the 1980s and ’90s, studies provided 

proof of principle, as scientists created transgenic mice, 

sheep, goats, pigs, cattle, and rabbits that did in fact 

make therapeutic compounds in their milk.  

At first, this work was merely gee-whiz, scientific 

geekery, lab-bound thought experiments come true. 

That all changed with ATryn, a drug produced by the 

Massachusetts firm GTC Biotherapeutics. ATryn is 

antithrombin, an anticoagulant that can be used to 

prevent life-threatening blood clots. The compound, 

made by our liver cells, plays a key role in keeping 

our bodies clot-free. It acts as a molecular bouncer, 

sidling up to clot-forming compounds and escorting 

them out of the bloodstream. But as many as 1 in 

2,000 Americans are born with a genetic mutation 

that prevents them from making antithrombin. These 

patients are prone to clots, especially in their legs and 

lungs, and they are at elevated risk of suffering from 

fatal complications during surgery and childbirth. 

Supplemental antithrombin can reduce this risk, and 

GTC decided to try to manufacture the compound 

using genetically engineered goats.  

To create its special herd of goats, GTC used 

microinjection, the same technique that produced 

GloFish and AquAdvantage salmon. The company’s 

scientists took the gene for human antithrombin and 

injected it directly into fertilized goat eggs. Then they 

implanted the eggs in the wombs of female goats. 

When the kids were born, some of them proved to be 

transgenic, the human gene nestled safely in their 

cells. The researchers paired the antithrombin gene 

with a promoter (which is a sequence of DNA that 

controls gene activity) that is normally active in the 

goat’s mammary glands during milk production. 

When the transgenic females lactated, the promoter 

turned the transgene on and the goats’ udders filled 

with milk containing antithrombin. All that was left 

to do was to collect the milk, and extract and purify 

the protein. Et voilà—human medicine! And, for 

GTC, liquid gold. ATryn hit the market in 2006, 

becoming the world’s first transgenic animal drug. 

Over the course of a year, the “milking parlors” on 

GTC’s 300-acre farm in Massachusetts can collect 

more than a kilogram of medicine from a single 

animal. 
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1. The primary purpose of the passage is to  

A) present the background of a medical 

breakthrough. 

B) evaluate the research that led to a scientific 

discovery. 

C) summarize the findings of a long-term 

research project. 

D) explain the development of a branch of 

scientific study. 

 

2. The author’s attitude toward pharming is best 

described as one of 

A) apprehension. 

B) ambivalence. 

C) appreciation. 

D) astonishment. 
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3. As used in line 20, “expert” most nearly means  

A) knowledgeable. 

B) professional. 

C) capable. 

D) trained. 

 

7. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question?  

A) Lines 12-16 (“Many… more”) 

B) Lines 41-43 (“It acts… bloodstream”) 

C) Lines 43-45 (“But as… antithrombin”) 

D) Lines 60-63 (“The researchers… production”) 

 

4. What does the author suggest about the transgenic 

studies done in the 1980s and 1990s? 

A) They were limited by the expensive nature 

of animal research. 

B) They were not expected to yield products 

ready for human use. 

C) They were completed when an anticoagulant 

compound was identified. 

D) They focused only on the molecular 

properties of cows, goats, and sheep. 

 

8. Which of the following does the author suggest 

about the “female goats” mentioned in line 57?  

A) They secreted antithrombin in their milk after 

giving birth.  

B) Some of their kids were not born with the 

antithrombin gene.  

C) They were the first animals to reveive 

microinjections. 

D) Their cells already contained genes usually 

found in humans. 

 

5. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question?  

A) Lines 16-19 (“the trouble… need”) 

B) Lines 25-28 (“If they… milk”) 

C) Lines 34-35 (“At first… true”) 

D) Lines 36-39 (“That all… clots”) 

 

9. The most likely purpose of the parenthetical 

information in lines 61-62 is to  

A) illustrate an abstract concept. 

B) describe a new hypothesis. 

C) clarify a claim. 

D) define a term. 

 

6. According to the passage, which of the following 

is true of antithrombin? 

A) It reduces compounds that lead to blood 

clots. 

B) It stems from a genetic mutation that is rare 

in humans.  

C) It is a sequence of DNA known as a 

promoter. 

D) It occurs naturally in goats’ mammary 

glands. 

 

10. The phrase “liquid gold” (line 69) most directly 

suggests that  

E) GTC has invested a great deal of money in the 

microinjection technique. 

F) GTC’s milking parlors have significantly 

increased milk production. 

G) transgenic goats will soon be a valuable asset 

for dairy farmers. 

H) A Tryn has proved to be a financially 

beneficial product for GTC. 
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Detailed Explanations

  

1. Question Group: Comprehension 

1. You may need to answer this question later, after you’ve answered lower level questions and read more of the 

text in-depth. 

2. Focus on main ideas presented throughout the passage to ascertain the passage’s overall purpose.  

3. At the beginning of the passage the author introduces the subject of “pharming” (lines 9-11), then goes on to 

describe scientific experiments resulting in the discovery of ATyrn and the medical breakthrough that has 

resulted from it (lines 37-40). Choice A best reflects this purpose.   Answer (1): A 

     

 
2. Question Group: Keyword 

1. As you skim the passage, pay attention to the way the author presents the information. Does she talk about it 

in a positive way or a negative way? 

C. After introducing ATyrn, a product of pharming, the author focuses on the medical benefit of pharming and 

the good it is doing in humans who cannot produce antithrombin. This is an appreciative attitude. Keep this. 

2. C is the only correct answer. A, B, and D are incorrect because all attribute a negative or neutral attitude to 

the author, when she is only ever positive about these experiments and their results.  

Answer (2): C 

     

 
3. Question Group: Specific Line  

1. When you get to the spot marked #3 while skimming, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing the 

word in question, “expert.” 

2. Choice C – capable - is the only answer that makes sense in this context. This is the correct answer. 

3. Choices A, B, and D are not correct because dairy animals, think cows, cannot know how to produces protein 

at will, they cannot be professional, and they cannot be trained to produce protein.  

Answer (3): C 

     

 
4/5. Question Group: Primary Paired Question – Keyword, Evidence Paired Question  

1. Treat the Primary Question as a Keyword Question and scan the passage for the section discussing transgenic 

studies done in the 1980s and 1990s and reread it. You may recall from your skimming where to look. 

B. In lines 35-36, the author suggests that the experiments were conducted with little hope of producing 

successful results. Keep this. 

2. Answers A, C, and D are incorrect because they are unsupported or refuted by the text. 

3. Lines 35-36 (Choice C) correspond with the answer found to Question 4.  

Answer (4): B Answer (5): C 

     

 

 

Approaching this Passage: 

1. Read the italicized blurb. Notice that this is a Science passage.  

2. Read through the questions, marking the lines/words mentioned in questions 3, 8, 9 and 10.  

3. Skim through the passage and answer the questions.  

 



Reading 36   

  6/7. Question Group: Primary Paired Question – Keyword, Evidence Paired Question  

1. Attempt the primary question as a keyword question: scan the passage for a section discussing antithrombin. 

A. Lines 41-43 discuss how antithrombin cleans “clot-forming compounds” from the bloodstream. Keep this.  

B. Lines 44-46 state the opposite, that a genetic mutation prevents humans from producing antithrombin. Cross 

this out. 

C. Line 39 describes antithrombin as an anticoagulant, not a promoter. Cross this out. 

D. Scientists had to do transgenic testing to get goats to produce antithrombin, so it is not natural. Cross this out. 

4. Lines 41-43 (Choice B) correspond with the answer to Question 6.  

Answer (6): A,    (7): B 

    

 

8. Question Group: Specific Line  

1. When you get to the spot marked #8 while skimming, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing the 

words in question, “female goats.” 

A. The author describes how the transgenic kids of female goats sometimes produce antithrombin in their milk, 

not the mothers. Cross this out.  

B. By saying that only “some” of the female goats’ kids are born with the human antithrombin gene, it is 

implied that others were not. Keep this.  

C. The author never specifically states or suggests that female goats were the first to receive microinjections in 

transgenic studies. Cross this out. 

D. The author does not state that female goats would be naturally born with human genes. Cross this out. 

Answer (8): B 

     

 

9. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. When you get to the spot marked #9 while skimming, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing the 

information in question. 

2. The parenthetical information in question follows directly an uncommon scientific term, “promoter.” This 

information’s purpose is to define that term.       Answer (9): D 

     

 

10. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. When you get to the spot marked #10 while skimming, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing 

the word in question, “liquid gold.” 

2. Gold is a valuable element that commands high prices, so calling something “liquid gold” implies that it has 

great value. Since “liquid gold” here is referring to the product ATyrn, Choice D is the answer choice that makes 

the most sense, as ATyrn would make GTC a lot of money and be financially beneficial.  

Answer (10): D 
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Practice Passage 
This passage is adapted from Carolyn Gramling,  

“Source of Mysterious Medieval Eruption 

Identified.” ©2013 by American Association for the 

Advancement of Science.  

About 750 years ago, a powerful volcano 

erupted somewhere on Earth, kicking off a centuries-

long cold snap known as the Little Ice Age. 

Identifying the volcano responsible has been tricky.  

That a powerful volcano erupted somewhere 

in the world, sometime in the Middle Ages, is written 

in polar ice cores in the form of layers of sulfate 

deposits and tiny shards of volcanic glass. These cores 

suggest that the amount of sulfur the mystery  
volcano sent into the stratosphere put it firmly among 

the ranks of the strongest climate-perturbing 

eruptions of the current geological epoch, the 

Holocene, a period that stretches from 10,000 years 

ago to the present. A haze of stratospheric sulfur 

cools the climate by reflecting solar energy back into 

space.  

In 2012, a team of scientists led by geochemist 

Gifford Miller strengthened the link between the 

mystery eruption and the onset of the Little Ice Age  
by using radiocarbon dating of dead plant material 

from beneath the ice caps on Baffin Island and 

Iceland, as well as ice and sediment core data, to 

determine that the cold summers and ice growth began 

abruptly between 1275 and 1300 C.E. (and  

became intensified between 1430 and 1455 C.E.). 

Such a sudden onset pointed to a huge volcanic 

eruption injecting sulfur into the stratosphere and 

starting the cooling. Subsequent, unusually large and 

frequent eruptions of other volcanoes, as well as  
sea-ice/ocean feedbacks persisting long after the 

aerosols have been removed from the atmosphere, may 

have prolonged the cooling through the 1700s.  

Volcanologist Franck Lavigne and colleagues 

now think they’ve identified the volcano in question: 

Indonesia’s Samalas. One line of evidence, they note, 

is historical records. According to Babad Lombok, 

records of the island written on palm leaves in Old 

Javanese, Samalas erupted catastrophically before the 

end of the 13th century, devastating surrounding 

villages—including Lombok’s capital at the time, 

Pamatan—with ash and fast-moving sweeps of hot 

rock and gas called pyroclastic flows.  

The researchers then began to reconstruct the 

formation of the large, 800-meter-deep caldera [a 

basin-shaped volcanic crater] that now sits atop the 

volcano. They examined 130 outcrops on the flanks 

of the volcano, exposing sequences of pumice—ash 

hardened into rock—and other pyroclastic material. 

The volume of ash deposited, and the estimated 

height of the eruption plume (43 kilometers above 

sea level) put the eruption’s magnitude at a minimum 

of 7 on the volcanic explosivity index (which has a 

scale of 1 to 8)—making it one of the largest known 

in the Holocene.  

The team also performed radiocarbon analyses 

on carbonized tree trunks and branches buried within 

the pyroclastic deposits to confirm the date of the 

eruption; it could not, they concluded, have happened 

before 1257 C.E., and certainly happened  

in the 13th century.  

It’s not a total surprise that an Indonesian 

volcano might be the source of the eruption, Miller says. 

“An equatorial eruption is more consistent with the 

apparent climate impacts.” And, he adds, with sulfate 

appearing in both polar ice caps—Arctic and Antarctic—

there is “a strong consensus” that this also supports an 

equatorial source.  

Another possible candidate—both in terms of 

timing and geographical location—is Ecuador’s 

Quilotoa, estimated to have last erupted between 

1147 and 1320 C.E. But when Lavigne’s team 

examined shards of volcanic glass from this volcano, 

they found that they didn’t match the chemical 

composition of the glass found in polar ice cores, 

whereas the Samalas glass is a much closer match. 

That, they suggest, further strengthens the case that 

Samalas was responsible for the medieval “year 

without summer” in 1258 C.E. 
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1. The main purpose of the passage is to  

A) describe periods in Earth’s recent geologic 

history. 

B) explain the methods scientists use in 

radiocarbon analysis. 

C) describe the evidence linking the volcano 

Samalas to the Little Ice Age 

D) explain how the volcanic glass forms during 

volcanic eruptions. 

 

2. Over the course of the passage, the focus shifts 

from  

A) a criticism of a scientific model to a new 

theory. 

B) a description of a recorded event to its likely 

cause. 

C) the use of ice core samples to a new method 

of measuring sulfates. 

D) the use of radiocarbon dating to an 

examination of volcanic glass. 

 
5. Where does the author indicate the medieval 

volcanic eruption most probably was located? 

A) Near the equator, in Indonesia 

B) In the Arctic region 

C) In the Antarctic region 

D) Near the equator, in Ecuador 

 

3. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question? 

A) Lines 17-25 (“In 2012… 1455 C.E.”) 

B) Lines 43-46 (“The researchers… atop the 

volcano”) 

C) Lines 46-48 (“They examined… material”) 

D) Lines 55-60 (“The team… 13th century”) 

 

4. The author uses the phrase “is written in” (line 6) 

most likely to  

A) demonstrate the concept of the hands-on 

nature of the work done by scientists. 

B) highlight the fact that scientists often write 

about their discoveries. 

C) underscore the sense of importance that 

scientists have regarding their work. 

D) reinforce the idea that the evidence is there 

and can be interpreted by scientists. 
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6. Which choice provides the best evidence for the 

answer to the previous question?  

A) Lines 1-3 (“About 750… Ice Age”) 

B) Lines 26-28 (“Such a… the cooling”) 

C) Lines 49-54 (“The volume… the Holocene”) 

D) Lines 61-64 (“It’s not… climate impacts”) 

 
7. As used in line 68, the phrase “another possible 

candidate” implies that  

A) powerful volcanic eruptions occur frequently. 

B) the effects of volcanic eruptions can last for 

centuries. 

C) scientists know of other volcanoes that 

erupted during the middle ages. 

D) other volcanoes have calderas that are very 

large. 

 
8. Which choice best supports the claim that Quilotoa 

was not responsible for the Little Ice Age? 

A) Lines 3-4 (“Identifying… tricky”) 

B) Lines 26-28 (“Such a… cooling”) 

C) Lines 43-46 (“The researchers… atop the 

volcano”) 

D) Lines 71-75 (“But… closer match”) 

 

11. What statement is best supported by the data 

presented in the figure?  

A) The greatest cooling during the Little Ice Age 

occurred hundreds of years after the 

temperature peaks of the Medieval Warm 

Period. 

B) The sharp decline in temperature supports the 

hypothesis of an equatorial volcanic eruption 

in the Middle Ages. 

C) Pyroclastic flows from volcanic eruptions 

continued for hundreds of years after the 

eruptions had ended. 

D) Radiocarbon analysis is the best tool scientists 

have to determine the temperature variations 

after volcanic eruptions. 

 

9. According to the data in the figure, the greatest 

below-average temperature variation occurred around 

what year?  

F) 1200 CE 

G) 1375 CE 

H) 1675 CE 

I) 1750 CE 

 10. The passage and the figure are in agreement that 

the onset of the Little Ice Age began  

A) around 1150 CE. 

B) Just before 1300 CE. 

C) Just before 1500 CE. 

D) Around 1650  CE. 

E) 1750 CE 
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Detailed Explanations 

  

1. Question Group: Comprehensive 

1. While skimming, pay attention to what argument the author is trying to make. 

2. The author is mainly concerned with describing the evidence that could link the volcano Samalas to the Little 

Ice Age, an argument for which he provides evidence, a counterargument, and a refutation to that 

counterargument.  

3. In his final statement, the author reestablishes his purpose, showing evidence “That… further strengthens the 

case that Samalas was responsible for the medieval ‘year without summer’ in 1258 C.E.” (Lines 76-78) 

         Answer (1): C 

     

 
2/3. Question Group: Paired Comprehensive 

1. In his opening lines (1-3) the author describes a recorded event, the Little Ice Age, and its likely cause, a 

volcanic eruption.  

2. After his initial description of the event in these lines, the author then spends the rest of the passage focused 

on the cause of the event, the volcanic eruption, and what scientists have been able to find out about it. Choice 

B, best matches this pattern.  

3. Choice A of #3 provides the best evidence  because in lines 17-25, the author begins to provide scientific 

evidence establishing that the Little Ice Age was caused by a volcanic eruption.    

         Answer (2): B,    (3): A 

     

 
4. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. When you get to the line marked #3 while skimming, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing the 

words “is written in.” 

2. In these lines, the author uses a figure of speech to describe a set of evidence in the ice cores, followed by 

interpretations that have been made from them about the causation of the Little Ice Age. Choice D reflects this. 

3. Choices A, B, and C are incorrect because “is written in” refers to evidence found in the ice cap, not the 

physical work of the scientists, writings of the scientists, or the attitudes of scientists about their work.  

Answer (4): D 

     

 
1. Treat the Primary Question as a Keyword Question. Try to recall a section discussing geographic location.  

2. In the paragraph beginning with line 61, the author provides expert opinion on the geographic location of the 

volcanic eruption that could have caused the Little Ice Age. This expert, Gifford Miller, refers to the Indonesian 

volcano Samalas, explaining why an equatorial eruption is consistent with recorded climate impacts. Choice A 

3. Lines 61-64 (Chioce D) provide the citation of Gifford Miller, who strongly supports and evidences n 

Indonesian equatorial eruption.      

Answer (5): A,    (6): D 

     

 

Approaching this Passage: 

1. Read the italicized blurb. Notice that this is a Science passage with a graphic.  

2. Read through the questions, marking the lines/words mentioned in questions 4 and 7.  

3. Skim through the passage and answer the questions.  

4. Read the table and pay attention to the extra information provided below it.  

5. Answer the graphic questions.  
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7. Question Group: Specific Line 

1. When you get to the spot marked #7 while skimming, carefully read the lines before, after, and containing the 

words “another possible candidate.” 

2. In order for another volcano to be considered a possible cause of the Little Ice Age, it would have to fit a 

similar criteria as the original candidate and align with the sequence of recorded events, which indicate a 

volcanic eruption in the Middle Ages led to the Little Ice Age. 

3. Stating that there is more than one candidate for this eruption means that there must be more than other 

volcanoes than Samalas that erupted in the specified time period, the Middle Ages. 

         Answer (7): C 

     

 
8. Question Group: Keyword 

1. Scan the passage for the section discussing Quilotoa. You may recall from your skimming where that is. 

2. Quilotoa is introduced in line 70 as a second candidate for the volcano whose eruption caused the Little Ice 

Age. He presents the candidate and then immediately shows why it is unlikely to have been responsible for the 

Little Ice Age in lines 71-75 (Choice D).     Answer (8): D 

     

 
9. Question Group: Graphic Analysis 

1. Pay attention to specific wording, axis labels, and additional information provided below the graph. 

2. The question asks for the greatest below-average temperature variation. If average temperature is represented 

at 0 (as stated in the information below the graph) then the greatest below-average temperature variation would 

be the lowest point the graph reaches. 

3. The lowest point on the graph is between 1600 CE - 1700 CE, closer to 1700 CE. Answer (9): C 

     

 10. Question Group: Graphic Synthesis 

1. To answer this question, you must combine information presented in both the graph and the passage.  

2. The graph doesn’t clearly indicate where the Little Ice Age begins, but it must start somewhere around the 

time temperatures from the Medieval Warm Period begin to fall and continue following (~ 1300 CE). 

3. Skim the passage for a section discussing dates or a timeline of events. In lines 23-24, the author explains that 

evidence has led scientists to believe that “the cold summers and ice growth began abruptly between 1275 and 

1300 C.E.”    

4. This information from both the graph and the data indicate that the Little Ice Age began just before 1300 CE.

         Answer (10): B 

     

 
11. Question Group: Graphic Analysis 

1. Take a closer look at exactly what the graph describes so you can eliminate any answer choices that are not 

discussed in it. 

A. The graph does discuss temperature changes and shows that the most significant cooling did happen 200-300 

years after the Medieval Warm Period peak temperatures. Keep this. 

B. The graph says nothing about geography or volcanic eruptions so this statement cannot possibly be supported 

by the graph. Cross it out.       

C. Again, the graph says nothing about volcanic eruptions. Cross this out. 

D. The graph does not discuss volcanoes or through what tools this data was gathered. Cross this out. 

         Answer (11): A 
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The Writing Section  
 The Writing Section consists of 4 passages with 11 questions each. You will 

have 35 minutes to answer 44 questions. The passages will range from arguments 

to nonfiction narratives and will be about careers, history, social studies, the 

humanities, and science.  

You may be asked to sharpen argumentative claims, add relevant supporting 

details to passages, improve word choice, correct grammar mistakes, and improve 

transition sentences and paragraphs while keeping the author’s intended meaning. 

Some passages display informational graphics, such as tables, graphs, and charts.  

The Lobo Method for the Writing Section 

 

1. Read the Passage and Identify the Issue 

a. Rather than reading the entire passage, stop each time you see a number and read 

the question. This will help you read only the material that will aid you in 

correctly answering the question.  

b. If you do not yet have the information to answer a question (as in, the information 

appears later in the passage), keep reading after it for context. I.e. Questions that 

ask about main ideas of the passage should be done last, after finishing skimming 

through the passage.    

2. Eliminate the answer choices that do not address the issue 

a. Process of Elimination (POE) 

3. Plug in the remaining answer choices, and select the most correct, concise, and relevant 

one. 

a. What does this mean? 

i. Correct: Your answer makes sense when read with the correction. 

ii. Concise: Your answer is as short as possible while retaining the 

information in the text. 

iii. Relevant: Your answer relates well to the passage overall. 

 

Pro Tip: There is no penalty for wrong answers on the SAT; you are scored based on the number 

of questions you answer correctly. Thus, it is in your benefit to eliminate what you can, and then 

guess if you cannot narrow it down to one answer.   

 

On test day, you will encounter four passages in the Writing and Language Section, each with 11 

questions. When approaching each question, be ready to ask yourself questions about the passage 

before looking at the answer choices. The following example will show you what we mean. 
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Writing and Language Text Types 

 

(1-2) Argumentative Texts – advocates a point, idea or proposal 

(1-2) Informative/Explanatory Texts – explains, describes, or analyzes a topic 

(1) Nonfiction Narrative Text – uses a story to convey information or ideas 

 

Organization Questions 

1. Logical Sequence 

a. These questions ask you to rearrange sentences in a paragraph or paragraphs in a 

passage so that each idea flows unto the next 

b. When rearranging sentences and paragraphs, begin by determining which 

sentence or paragraph most reasonably introduces the paragraph or passage 

2. Introductions, Conclusions, and Transitions 

a. These questions ask you to improve the beginning or ending of a passage or 

paragraph, ensuring that the words, phrases, and sentences are being used 

effectively to connect information and to maintain the logical structure of the 

passage 

i. Introductions: These questions will test your ability to understand the 

topic of the passage as well as the author’s claim. This includes the 

progression of ideas. 

ii. Conclusions: These questions will test your ability to understand how to 

close a passage. Do not choose the answer choices that introduce a new 

claim or have nothing to do with the passage. Make sure to know the 

major ideas in the passage. 

iii. Transition Questions: These questions will test your ability to understand 

transition words and how to logically combine or contrast ideas 

Contrast Transitions Cause-and-Effect Transitions Continuation Transitions 

Although 

But 

Despite 

As a result 

Because 

Consequently 

Providing an example: 

For example 

For instance 

Even though 

However 

In contrast 

Nonetheless 

On the other hand 

Since 

So 

Therefore 

Thus 

 

Showing emphasis: 

Certainly 

In fact 

Indeed 

That is 

Rather than 

Though 

Unlike 

While 

Yet 

 

 Showing a parallel 

relationship: 

Also 

Furthermore 

In addition 

And  

Moreover  
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Now that you know about how Organization Questions are structured, use the Lobo Method to 

dissect these questions.  

Examples: 

 

Remember* 

Step 1: Read the Passage and Identify the Issue of the Question 

Step 2: Eliminate the answer choices that do not address the issue 

Step 3: Plug in the remaining answer choices and select the most correct, concise, and 

relevant one.  
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Earthquakes 

 The recent devastating earthquakes in China, Haiti, Chile, Mexico, and elsewhere have 

caused many to wonder if this earthquake activity is unusual. 

 “While the number of earthquakes is within the normal range, this does not diminish the 

fact that there has been extreme devastation and loss of life in heavily populated areas, “says 

USGS Associate Coordinator for Earthquake Hazards, Dr. Michael Blanpied. (1) 

 Scientists say 2010 is not showing signs of unusually high earthquake activity. Since 

1900, an average of 16 magnitude 7 or greater earthquakes – the size that seismologist define as 

major – have occurred worldwide each year. Some years have had as few as 6, as in 1986 and 

1989, while 1943 had 32, with considerable variability from year to year. 

 With six major earthquakes striking in the first four months of this year, 2010 is well 

within the normal range. From April 15, 2009, there have been 18 major earthquakes, a number 

also well within the expected variation. 

 What will happen next? It is unlikely that any of these aftershocks will be stronger than 

the earthquakes experienced so far, but structures damaged in the previous events could be 

further damaged and should be treated with caution. Beyond the ongoing aftershock sequences, 

earthquakes in recent months have not raised the likelihood of future major earthquakes; that 

likelihood has not decreased, either. Aftershocks will continue in the regions around each of this 

year’s major earthquake sites. Large earthquakes will continue to occur just as they have in the 

past. (2) 

 Though the recent earthquakes are not unusual, they are a stark reminder that earthquakes 

can produce disasters when they strike populated areas, especially areas where the buildings have 

not been designed to withstand strong shaking. What can be done to prepare? Scientists cannot 

predict the timing of specific earthquakes. (3) However, families and communities can improve 

their safety and reduce their losses by taking actions to make their homes, places of work, 

schools, and businesses as earthquake-safe as possible. 

1)  To make the passage most logical, 

paragraph 2 should be placed 

A. Where it is now. 

B. After paragraph 3 

C. After paragraph 4 

D. After paragraph 5 

2) To make this paragraph most logical, 

sentence 4 should be placed 

A. Where it is now. 

B. Before sentence 1 

C. Before sentence 2 

D. After sentence 2 

 

3) Which choice most effectively concludes the paragraph? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. However, earthquake forecasting employs methods to assess the general earthquake 

hazard in a particular area. 

C. However, researchers have studied dogs to determine their ability to sense an impending 

earthquake. 

D. However, undersea earthquakes produce low-frequency sound waves that can arrive 

minutes before the associated tsunami wave.
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The Internet and Conversation 

Internet speak is often maligned as 

vacuous in its reliance on acronyms and 

abbreviations, but (1) this is far from 

universal. On certain discussion boards, you 

can witness opinions stated and arguments 

debated with an eloquence that people rarely 

use when speaking, freely sharing 

knowledge just for the joy of it. I participate 

in an online Renaissance music discussion 

group that has a library of original articles 

that are the product of a master’s thesis. The 

author gained no monetary reward for the 

information (which he made available for 

free) and receives little praise for it outside 

the community that shares his interest. He 

posts because he is passionate about the 

music, and that inspires him to share what 

he knows with anyone who wants to learn.  

 In part, this has to do with my habit 

of observing the world from my bedroom. 

As a child, I was frequently ill and forced to 

stay inside. Although my health is much 

better now, (2) I still go out much less than 

most people. After all, I have everything I 

need inside. Everyone can be everywhere 

they want when they want, and every social 

situation feels completely comfortable and 

natural. From my room, I have access to 

people all over the world. I can talk about 

medieval literature with a friend in China 

and later collaborate on a piece of music 

with a synthesizer virtuoso in Spain. There 

is no need for awkward introductions or a 

graceful exit - people feel free to launch 

right into what they want to talk about and, 

when they are done, just sign off with a 

“g2g” or a “got to go.” Everything is (3) 

succinct and to the point. (4) 

 For as long as I can remember, 

conversation (5) had always struck me as a 

strange chimera, something that is half two 

minds exchanging sophisticated ideas and 

(6) at the same time two dogs barking at 

each other. I do not find the banalities of 

small talk comforting, but boring and idiotic. 

(7) When I can dispense with it altogether 

and proceed right to substantive dialogue, it 

is almost like flying. I can be talking with 

the closet of friends or a mere acquaintance 

with a shared interest. Either way, the 

kinship is there. I don’t feel myself included 

by smiles, pats on the back, or eye contact 

so much as by the willingness of a partner to 

share my ideas or gift me with thoughts of 

his own. There is nothing more ingratiating 

than intellectual passion. (8) 

 

1)  

A. NO CHANGE 

B. These are 

C. This reliance is 

D. Empty chatter is 

 

2) Which choice provides the best transition 

within the paragraph? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. I still remember those long 

afternoons cooped up inside. 

C. I am still careful to eat well and get 

plenty of rest. 

D. I regret not being able to play 

outdoors with other children. 

 

3) 

A. NO CHANGE  

B. Succinct 

C. Succinctly state and to the point 

D. Succinct, brief, and to the point 
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4) To make this paragraph most logical, 

sentence 5 should be placed 

A. Where it is now 

B. Before sentence 4 

C. After sentence 7 

D. After sentence 8 

 

5) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Has 

C. Would have 

D. Have 

 

6) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Similar to 

C. Frequently like 

D. Half 

7)  

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Now  

C. Later 

D. Where 

 

8) Which choice places the paragraph of this 

passage in the most logical order? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. 1,3,2 

C. 3,1,2 

D. 3,2,1 
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Writing and Language Text Types answers explained 

 

Set 1 

1) A body paragraph should provide evidence to support the author’s central idea. This 

paragraph begins with “while” and establishes a contrast between the number of recent 

earthquakes and the damage that those earthquakes can cause. The paragraph also 

switches focus from earthquake frequency to one of the earthquake’s damage. C is 

correct. 

 

2)  The topic of sentence 4 is aftershocks. Aftershocks are also discussed in sentence 2. 

However, in sentence 2 the pronoun “these” indicates that aftershocks have been 

previously discussed in the paragraph. So sentence 4 should be placed before sentence 2. 

C is correct. 

 

3)  Don’t answer questions about conclusions until you’ve read the passage. The paragraph 

focuses on the damage that earthquakes can cause and ways to improve safety in the 

event of an earthquake. The second to last sentence talks about predicting earthquakes, 

but in a way to prepare for them. Therefore, the last sentence should also talk about 

preparations. A is correct. 

 

Set 2 

1) A pronoun is ambiguous when its antecedent is either missing or unclear. To find the 

antecedent, read the previous sentence, which has more than one possible antecedent. 

However, in the context of the passage, “empty chatter”, is the clearest and relevant. D is 

correct. 

   

2)  To answer questions about effective transitions within a paragraph, identify the focus of 

the paragraph both before and after the transition. Before the transition, the narrator says 

he stays in his room because he was ill. After the transition he says he stays because he 

still has access to the world. The transition should link these two ideas. A is correct. 

  

3)  When two words or phrases in the sentence have the same meaning, the sentence is 

redundant and contains a concision error. In this sentence “succinct” and “to the point” 

have the same meaning, so eliminate one of the two. B is correct.  

  

4) To reorder a sentence within a paragraph, identify what information is in the sentence and 

logically place that sentence. Sentence 5 summarizes the freedom people experience 

when connected by the internet. However, sentence 6 makes a claim about that freedom, 

and sentence 7 provides examples of that freedom. The summary in sentence 5 should 

logically follow both the claim and the examples. C is correct. 
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5)  Unless the context in the passage indicates that the time frame has changed, the verb 

tense should not change. This verb is in the past perfect tense. However, the context of 

the passage indicates that the action described by the verb continued up until the present 

moment. B is correct.  

 

6)   Whenever you see a compound, series, or list, check to make sure that all of the items 

are in parallel form. The underlined phrase is part of a compound formed by the 

conjunction “and”. Basically, the two phrases should start off reading the same way. D is 

correct. 

  

7)  The author just doesn’t care for small talk. A is correct. The other transitions don’t make 

sense. “When” works better than “where” in this case.  

 

8)  Paragraphs from a well written passage will flow from the general to the specific. The 

introductory passage should contain a broad claim. Paragraph 1 is very specific about a 

particular form of speech. Paragraph 2 introduces the idea of conversation in general 

terms and outlines the narrator’s thoughts.  D is correct. 
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Writing and Language Section- Infographics  

Method for Infographics Questions: 

1. Read the Question 

2. Examine the Infographic 

3. Predict the answer 

a. Writing the answer down in five words or less is a helpful strategy to ensure that 

you have a strong prediction before looking at the answer choices. 

b. Sometimes the graph will counter the argument in the passage. So make sure to 

know the basics of the passage.  

 

Examples: 

 

1) Which claim about the percentages of obese 

Americans over the age of 20 is correct? 

A. 31.2% of Americans from 0-25 BMI 

are normal weight.  

B. 35.7% of Americans are overweight. 

C. There are more Americans who are 

overweight than those who are normal weight, 

but less than those who are extremely obese. 

D. There are more Americans who are 

obese and extremely obese than those who are 

overweight. 
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Potential Visibility of an Aurora

Magnetometers 

Magnetometers, tools that measure the 

strength of Earth’s magnetic field, are located 

around the world. When the energy from solar 

flares reaches Earth, the strength and direction 

(2) is recorded by these tools. The NOAA then 

plots the information on the Kp-Index and 

updates the public with information on 

viewing the auroras as well as other impact 

solar flares. (3) While solar flares can 

sometimes have negative effects on our 

communications systems and weather 

patterns, the most common effect is also the 

most enchanting: a beautiful light show such 

as the solar flare, which only happens with a 

Kp-Index of 5 or higher, that took place from 

(4) 3 PM to 6 PM on September 11.   

2)   

A. NO CHANGE 

B. are 

C. will be 

D. has been 

 

3) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. However,  

C. Since 

D. Whereas 

 

4) Which choice completes the sentence 

with accurate data based on the graphic? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. 12 AM on September 11 to 3 AM on 

September 12 

C. 9 AM on September 10 to 12 PM on 

September 12 

D. 9 AM on September 11 to 12 AM on 

September 12 
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Infographics answers explained 

1) Question type: Infographics 

Carefully read each question to see if the information in the answer choice matches the 

information on the chart. Choice (D) is correct because when you add up the numbers, 

the number of Americans who are obese and extremely obese (35.7% + 6.3%) is greater 

than the number of Americans who are obese (33.1%). 

 

2) Question type: Subject verb agreement 

The subject is “strength and direction” not “energy”, meaning the verb must be plural. So 

the answer is Choice (B) because “are,” a plural verb, agrees with the plural subject. 

 

3) Question type: Transition problem 

“However” would be used if the previous sentence was contrasting this one, and it isn’t; 

so B can’t be correct. “Since” is used when there is a cause and effect involved, and there 

isn’t, so C can’t be correct. “Whereas” is used to compare two things, and two things 

aren’t being compared; so D can’t be the answer. Thus, Choice (A) is the answer.   

 

4) Question type: Infographics 

This question requires you to know that a day is 24 hours long. Each day in the graph is 

split into 8 sections, meaning 3 hours per bar line. I.e., the first bar line would be 0-3 AM, 

second 3:01-6 AM, etc. Thus, the only times when the bars are at 5 Kp-Index or higher is 

during times listed in Choice (D). 
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Development Questions 

 Proposition 

o Proposition Questions ask about how well a writer uses language--- arguments, 

information, and ideas---to express the central purpose of a passage or part of a 

passage.  

o You will be asked to add, revise, or retain portions of the passage in order to 

communicate key ideas, claims, counterclaims, and topic sentences most clearly 

and effectively.  

o How do you approach Proposition Questions? 

 Step 1: Identify the Topic and Purpose of the Passage 

 Step 2: Focus on the writer’s point of view 

 These are the types of questions you should be asking: 

o What is the central idea of the passage? 

o Why did the author write the passage? 

o What does the author think about the subject? 

o What is the author’s tone? 

 Support 

o Support questions test issues related to information and ideas presented by the 

writer. You will be asked to evaluate the effectiveness of the facts and details 

employed by the writer to support claims made in the passage. 

o Support questions may ask you to keep, change, or add a detail or example. A 

support question could ask about an example used to support a central argument 

or simply a minor detail used to weaken a point made by the author. 

o To answer support questions, look around the underlined portion for a clue 

indicating what kind of support is required. If the example supports a central idea 

or claim, ask if the example strengthens the author’s central idea. Eliminate 

answer choices that don’t fit the context or have a negative or trivial effect on the 

central idea.  

 Focus 

o Focus questions require you to assess whether portions of the passage include 

only the information and ideas relevant to the author’s topic and purpose. You 

may be asked to add, change, or omit text. 

o When answering focus questions, identify whether the text in question fits the 

topic, scope, and purpose of the entire passage. 

 

*Topic is what the passage is about.  

**Scope is the aspect of the broader topic that is the center of the author’s focus.  

***Purpose is the author’s reason for writing. 
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Human Skin 

 The skin is the human body’s largest 

organ. An adult’s skin comprises between 

15 and 20 percent of the total body weight. 

Each square centimeter has 6 million cells, 

5,000 sensory points, 100 sweat glands, and 

15 sebaceous glands. The outer layer, the 

epidermis, consists of rows of cells about 12 

to 15 deep and is between 0.07 and 0.12 

millimeters thick (the thickness of a piece of 

paper). This top layer (1) has already been 

studied by countless scientists, and few new 

discoveries or insights are likely to occur. 

One square inch of skin contains up to 4.5 m 

of blood vessels, which regulate body 

temperature. The skin varies in thickness 

from .5 mm on the eyelids to 4mm or more 

on the palms and soles.  

The skin forms a protective barrier 

against the actions of physical, chemical, 

and bacterial agents on the deeper tissues 

and contains the special nerve organs for the 

various sensations commonly grouped as the 

sense of touch. The body replaces its skin 

every month, and because the skin 

constitutes the first line of defense against 

dehydration, infection, injuries, and extreme 

temperatures, (2) the skin detoxifies harmful 

substances with many of the same enzymatic 

processes the liver uses.  

Skin is constantly being regenerated. 

A cell is born in the lower layer of the skin, 

called the dermis, which is supplied with 

blood vessels and nerve endings. For the 

next two weeks, the cell migrates upward 

until it reaches the bottom portion of the 

epidermis, which is the outermost skin layer. 

The cell then flattens out and continues 

moving towards the surface until it dies and 

is shed. 

The most important property of the 

skin is that it provides our sense of touch. 

All other sense have a definite key organ 

that can be studied, but the skin is spread 

over the entire body and cannot be as easily 

studied. Receptors located at the ends of 

nerve fibers are used to detect stimuli and 

convert them into neural impulses to be sent 

to the brain through the peripheral and 

central nervous systems. The sense of touch 

is actually recorded in the dermis (skin) and 

passed on to the central nervous system.  

The most important job of the skin is 

to protect the inside of the body; it acts like 

a “shock absorber.” If a body falls, the skin 

protects all the internal organs. When the 

skin is broken, (3) there is an elaborate 

repair system that relies primarily on blood 

cells, which clot the breach, fight the 

infection, and initiate healing. The skin also 

acts as a thermostat to regulate body 

temperature. (4) It is no exaggeration to say 

that skin is among the most important 

organs; without it, a body simply cannot 

continue living.  

 

 

 

1) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Has already been studied by countless scientists. 

C. Is mainly composed of dead cells and thus is not a great interest to scientists. 

D. Is mainly composed of dead cells and these are constantly being replaced by newer cells. 



Writing 14 

2) Which choice most effectively concludes 

the sentence and paragraph? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. The skin detoxifies harmful 

substances in a way scientists are 

still trying to understand. 

C. The skin relies on other organs, such 

as the liver, to detoxify harmful 

substances with special enzymatic 

processes 

D. Requires careful upkeep and care.  

 

3) Which choice results in a sentence that 

best supports the central idea of the 

paragraph and passage? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Immediate medical attention is 

necessary to protect the internal 

organs. 

C. It has its own defense system that 

immediately goes into repair mode. 

D. There is an elaborate repair system 

that relies primarily on red and white 

blood cells, which clot the breach, 

fighting infection, and initiate 

healing.  

 

4) Which choice most effectively concludes 

the passage? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Since skin covers the body and is 

easily visible, it is no wonder that its 

color and decoration have important 

cultural meanings. 

C. However, more important organs do 

indeed exist and likely deserve more 

scientific attention than the skin. 

D. Without the skin’s properties, most 

importantly the sense of touch, life 

would hardly be worth living.  
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James Polk 

For much of his distinguished career, 

James Knox Polk followed in the footsteps of 

Andrew Jackson. (1) In fact, “Young 

Hickory’s” policies were very similar to 

Jackson’s: (2) both men favored lower taxes; 

championed the frontiersmen, farmers, and 

workers; and neither was afraid to indulge in 

Tennessee whiskey. Polk, however, did not 

share Jackson’s rather fierce temperament; he 

was instead known for remaining soft-spoken 

even as he worked energetically toward his 

goals. Although history will likely always 

remember the frontier persona of Andrew 

Jackson, it was Polk who did much more to 

shape the course of American history. 

(3) The Polk family was poor – 

James’s father had emigrated from Scotland 

and arrived in the U.S. South penniless. From 

an early age, Polk suffered ill health that 

would turn out to be a lifelong affliction. 

Despite his physical shortcomings, he was an 

able student and graduated from the 

University of North Carolina with honors in 

1818. Two years later, Polk was admitted to 

the bar to practice law, and in 1823, (4) he 

married Sarah Childress, the daughter of a 

prominent planter and merchant from 

Murfreesboro. From there, he was elected to 

the U.S. House of Representatives in 1825, 

serving until 1839. (5) Polk was also Speaker 

of the House from 1835 to 1839.  

 After he left Congress to serve 

as governor of Tennessee in 1839, it became 

clear that Polk’s political aspirations were 

high indeed. During the 1844 presidential 

campaign, (6) a young Abraham Lincoln 

threw his support behind the Whig Henry Clay 

instead of the Democratic ex-President Martin 

van Buren. Both men, as part of their 

platforms, opposed expansionist policies, and 

neither intended to annex the independent 

state of Texas or the Oregon Territories. (7) 

Polk, spurred on by Jackson’s advice, 

recognized that neither candidate had correctly 

surmised the feelings of the people, so he 

publicly announced that, as president, he 

would do his utmost to acquire Texas and 

Oregon. Polk was the first political “dark 

horse” in American politics, coming out of 

nowhere to win the Democratic nomination 

and the election.  

As the eleventh President of the United 

States, (8) Polk pursued an agenda of diverse 

issues. First he reached an agreement with 

England that divided the Oregon Territory, 

carving out the present-day state of 

Washington and Oregon. Polk also quickly 

annexed Texas and provoked war with 

Mexico to acquire California and New Mexico 

territory. While these triumphs were 

somewhat diminished by controversy from 

abolitionist who opposed the spread of slavery 

into the new territories, under Polk’s 

leadership the dream of “manifest destiny” 

became a reality, and the United States fully 

extended its borders from the Atlantic to the 

Pacific.  

1) Which choice, if added here, would provide 

the most relevant detail? 

A. Like the fiery Jackson, Polk was born 

in North Carolina and moved to 

Tennessee to begin a political career. 

B. Both men were fiery, aggressive 

personalities who hailed from North 

Carolina and moved to Tennessee to 

begin their political careers. 

C. Like the fiery Jackson, Polk was born 

in North Carolina and moved to 

Tennessee, but unlike Jackson, he did 

not fight in the War of 1812. 

D. Polk, like Jackson, had antipathy 

towards Native Americans of the 

southeastern United States, and his 

efforts to remove them defined his 

career. 
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2)  

A. NO CHANGE 

B. While they agreed on little regarding 

taxes or the suffrage of frontiersmen, 

farmers, and workers, both men were 

known to indulge in Tennessee 

whiskey.  

C. Both men favored lower taxes; 

championed frontiersmen, farmers, 

and workers; both opposed the 

controversial Bank of the United 

States. 

D. Both men favored lower taxes; 

championed the frontiersmen, 

farmers, and workers; and yet they 

could not agree on the controversial 

Bank of the United States.  

 

3) Which choice most effectively introduces 

this paragraph? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. James Polk’s parents tried to 

discourage the draw of politics and 

law, instead urging their eldest son to 

become a farmer. 

C. Polk married his wife, Sarah 

Childress, in 1823. 

D. Polk was born in Mecklenburg, 

North Carolina, in 1795 as the oldest 

of ten children.  

 

4) Which choice results in a sentence that 

best supports the point developed in the 

paragraph and is consistent with the 

information in the rest of the passage? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. He married Sarah Childress. 

C. He was elected as governor of 

Tennessee. 

D. He was elected to the Tennessee 

House of Representatives. 

5) Which choice most effectively concludes 

the paragraph and transitions to the 

following paragraph? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Polk was also Speaker of the House 

from 1835 to 1839, an experience 

that made him wary of wading 

deeper into national politics.  

C. Polk was also Speaker of the House 

from 1835 to 1839, a post that 

catapulted him to a position of 

prominence in politics.  

D. Polk was also Speaker of the House 

from 1835 to 1839, an experience 

that left his already strained 

constitution exhausted and forced 

him into a temporary retirement.  

 

6) Which choice provides the most relevant 

detail? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. The leading Democratic candidate 

was ex-President Martin va Buren 

and the Whig candidate was Henry 

Clay.  

C. The issue of slavery’s expansion into 

new territories began its long stint as 

the most divisive issue to plague 

national politics.  

D. Both the leading Democratic 

candidate, ex-President Martin van 

Buren, and the Whig candidate, 

Henry Clay, sought to campaign 

under the banner of “Manifest 

Destiny” and territorial expansion.  
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7)  

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Polk, against Jackson’s advice, 

recognized 

C. Polk recognized 

D. Polk, against the wishes of his 

advisors, recognized 

 

8) Which choice provides the most 

appropriate introduction to the paragraph? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Polk worked tirelessly to expand the 

borders of the nation. 

C. Polk worked to reign in unchecked 

expansion of the frontiers. 

D. Polk stopped at nothing short of war 

to expand the borders of the nation.  
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Development answers explained 

 

Set 1 

1)  Scrutinize details of densely factual passages to make sure they are on-topic and do not 

conflict with other details. This passage is concerned with the details of human skin. D is 

correct. Most relevant, besides, scientists are not mentioned anywhere else.  

 

2)  Pick the answer choice that is in line with the author’s central idea and tone. In this 

passage, the author explains how the skin is essential to life by listing various properties 

and processes for keeping the body in healthy operation. A is correct. 

  

3)  Make sure details in the underlined section are relevant to the topic. Even if a detail 

matches the tone of the passage, it might not be relevant to the central idea. Only C keeps 

the focus on human skin and its characteristics. Not on how these characteristics work on 

a cellular level. Immediate medical attention for every instance of skin breaking is bogus. 

  

4) Concluding sentences often reassert or summarize the author’s central ideas; therefore, 

they cannot fundamentally conflict with the author’s assertions. The author has made it 

clear that the skin is a very important organ that protects the body. A is correct way to 

conclude a passage – basically reiterating his central claim.  

 

Set 2 

1)  Scrutinize the answer choices for how they relate to the author’s central ideas as well as 

how they potentially conflict with details that come later in the passage.  A is correct 

because – without going off topic or conflicting with later details – it elaborates on the 

idea that Polk followed in Jackson’s footsteps. 

 

2)  Pay close attention to long lists of evidence to make sure that each component is in line 

with the central idea and context of the sentence. C is correct because it is the only choice 

that both stays focused on matters of policy and supports the thesis that Polk and Jackson 

were in agreement on most public policy. 

  

3)  The first sentence of a paragraph sets the tone and purpose. Pay attention to what other 

sentences of the paragraph are describing and pick the best introductory sentence. This 

paragraph is concerned with the chronology of Polk’s early life. D is correct. 

  

4)  Supporting details fit the context of the paragraph and do not contradict details found 

elsewhere in the passage. Select the answer that satisfies these guidelines. This paragraph 

is narrowly concerned with Polk’s origins and early political career. D is correct.  
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5)  A paragraph’s last sentence ideally guides the paragraph’s idea to a conclusion and 

remains linked to the claim in the passage. C is correct because it is the most effective. It 

explains Polk’s early career and makes a clear connection to the following paragraph. 

  

6)  Remember that supporting evidence needs to focus on and contribute to the central idea. 

The author’s intent is to introduce the two main candidates in 1844, leading to the 

following sentence that discusses their opinions of expansionism. B is correct because it 

stays on focus with the paragraph’s topic and contributes to the argument that Polk 

gained support from expansionism. 

  

7)  Examine details and parenthetical asides for relevance to the central idea. The goal is to 

make sure no contradictions are being introduced. No change is necessary so A is correct. 

The two central themes in the passage are Polk’s support for expansionism and his 

Jacksonian view of America. 

  

8)  Pay attention to a paragraph’s first sentence. It should give details to follow and also be 

relevant to the passage’s claim. Polk did much to expand the borders of the U.S., as 

explained in the last paragraph – he even supported war with Mexico to gain territory. B 

is correct.  
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Conventions of Usage 

 Pronouns 

o A pronoun is ambiguous if its antecedent is missing or unclear. On the SAT, you 

must be able to recognize and correct either situation. When you see an 

underlined pronoun, be able to identify which noun to which it refers. 

o Missing Antecedent 

 When the flight arrived, they told the passengers to stay seat until the 

plane landed. (The pronoun “they” does not have an antecedent in this 

sentence.) 

 When the flight arrived, the flight attendants told the passengers to stay 

seat until the plane landed. (Replacing the pronoun with a specific noun 

clarifies the meaning.) 

o Unclear Antecedent 

 Kenan asked Phillip to drive Jaime to the airport because he was running 

late. (The pronoun “he” could refer to any of the three people mentioned 

in the sentence.) 

 Because Kenan was running late, he asked Phillip to drive Jaime to the 

airport. (By rearranging the sentence, the pronoun “he” now 

unambiguously refers to Martha.) 

 Agreement 

o Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 

o Pronouns must agree with their antecedent not only in person and number, but 

also in gender. Third-person pronouns make a distinction based on gender. 

Gender Example 

Feminine Because Trinity had a question, she raised her hand. 

Masculine Since he had an excessive amount of homework, Jaime started working on it 

immediately. 

Neuter The rain started slowly, but then it became a downpour. 

Unspecified If a traveler is lost, he or she should ask for directions. 

 

o Pronoun-Case Agreement 

 Subjective Case: The pronoun is used as a subject. 

 I, you, she, he, it, we, you, they, who 

 Objective Case: The pronoun is used as the object of a verb or a 

preposition. 

 me, you, her, him, it, us, you, them, whom 

 Possessive Case: The pronoun expresses ownership. 

 my, mine, your, yours, his, her, hers, its, our, ours, their, theirs, 

whose 
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Note: When a compound-structure has two pronouns or a noun and a pronoun, drop the other 

noun in order to confirm which case you should us. For example: Tue and me walked through the 

park. Would you say, “Me walked through the park”? No, you would say, “I walked through the 

park.” Therefore, the correct case is subjective and the original sentence should be Tue and I 

walked through the park. 

o Subject-Verb Agreement 

 A verb must agree with its subject noun in person and number: 

 Singular: A stamp sticks to an envelope. 

 Plural: Stamps stick to envelopes. 

 The noun closest to the verb is not necessarily the subject.  

o The stool with the three legs is an antique.  

o The noun closest to the verb “is” is “legs,” which is plural. 

However, the verb’s subject is “stool,” so the sentence is 

correct as it is. 

 Only the conjunction and forms a compound subject requiring a 

plural verb form: 

o Trinity and Kenan are in Lobo Prep. 

o Either Trinity or Kenan is in Lobo Prep. 

o Neither Trinity nor Kenan is in Lobo Prep.  

o Noun-Number Agreement 

 Related nouns must be consistent in number: 

 Students applying for college must submit their applications on 

time. (The sentence refers to multiple students, and they all must 

submit multiple applications, as opposed to multiple students 

submitting one application.) 

 Try making a sentence using the words Basketball players and 

basketballs.  
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Frequently Confused Words 

Accept/Except To accept is to take or receive something. 

To except is to leave something out or exclude. 

Affect/Effect To affect is to have an influence on something. 

To effect is to bring something about or cause something to happen. 

Afflict/Inflict To afflict is to torment or distress someone or something. 

To inflict is to impose punishment or suffering on someone or 

something. 

Allusion/Illusion An allusion is an indirect reference to something. 

An illusion is a false, misleading, or deceptive appearance.  

Emigrate/Immigrate To emigrate is to leave one country for another country. 

To immigrate is to enter a country to take up permanent residence 

there. 

Eminent/Imminent Someone who is eminent is prominent or outstanding. 

Something that is imminent is likely to happen soon or is impending.  

Lay/Lie To lay is to place or put something down, and this verb usually does 

have a “something”—a direct object—following it.  

To lie is to recline, to be in a lying position, or at rest. This verb never 

takes a direct object: you do not lie anything down. The simple past 

form of lie is lay; the past participle is lain. Notice that the past form 

of lie is identical with the present form of lay. This coincidence 

complicates the task of distinguishing the related meanings of lay and 

lie.  

Leave/Let To leave is to depart, to allow something to remain behind after 

departing, or to allow something to remain as it is. One irregular verb 

form, left, serves as the simple past and the past participle. When leave 

is used in the third sense—to allow something to remain as it is—and 

followed by alone, this verb does overlap with let. 

To let is to allow or to rent out. These are the verb’s core meanings, 

but it also combines with different prepositions to produce various 

specific senses. Let is irregular. One form serves as present tense, past 

tense, and past participle.  

Raise/Rise To raise is to lift up or to cause to rise or grow, and it usually has a 

direct object. Raise is a completely regular verb. 

To rise is to get up, to go up, or to be built up. This verb form never 

takes a direct object: you do not rise something. The past and past 

participle forms are irregular; rose is the simple past tense, while risen 

is the past participle.  

Set/Sit To set is to put or place something, to settle or arrange it. Set is an 



Writing 23 

irregular verb in that one form serves as a present tense, past tense, 

and past participle. Set usually takes a direct object. This verb does not 

usually take a direct object.  

To sit is to take a seat or to be in a seated position, rest somewhere, or 

to occupy a place. This verb does not usually take a direct object. The 

irregular form sat serves as past tense and past participle. Usually, no 

direct object follows this verb.  

Words with Similar Meanings that are Often Confused 

Among/Between The preposition among is used when referring to three or more people 

or items. 

The preposition between is used when referring to two people or 

items.  

Amount/Number Amount is used in reference to mass nouns (or unaccountable nouns). 

Number is used in reference to countable nouns.  

Fewer/Less Fewer should be used when referring to grammatically plural nouns 

that are countable objects and concepts. 

Less should be used only with a grammatically singular noun. 

Many/Much Many modifies things that can be counted, such as plural nouns.  

Much modifies things that cannot be counted, often singular nouns.  

Its/It’s Its is a possessive pronoun like his or hers. 

It’s is a contraction that can means it is, it has  

Their/They’re/There Their is a possessive form of the pronoun they. 

They’re is a contraction of they are.  

There is used to introduce a sentence or indicate a location.  

Theirs/There’s Theirs is the possessive plural form of the pronoun they. 

Their’s is a contraction of there is or there has.  

Whose/Who’s Whose is a possessive pronoun used to refer to people or things. 

Who’s is a contraction of who is or who has.  
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 Comparisons: The SAT will test your ability to recognize and correct improper 

comparisons. These are three rules governing comparisons: 

1. Compare Logical Things 

 The price of gasoline has increased, while diesel has remained the same. 

 This sentence incorrectly compares “the price of gasoline” to “diesel,” 

when it should be comparing “the price of gasoline” to “the price of 

diesel.” 

2. Use Parallel Structure 

 I prefer dancing rather than to read. 

 This sentence begins with the gerund verb form (dancing) then switches to 

the infinitive verb form (to read). To correct the sentence, make sure the 

verb forms are consistent:  

 I prefer to dance rather than to read. 

 I prefer dancing rather than reading. 

3. Structure Comparisons Correctly 

 James is better at math than he is at writing. 

 Shannon is as good at math as she is at writing.  

 Both of these sentences are correctly structured: the first correctly uses 

better… than, and the second correctly uses as… as. 

Comparative vs. Superlative form of Adjectives 

 When comparing like things, use adjectives that match the number of items being 

compared. When comparing two items or people, use the comparative form of the 

adjective. When comparing three or more items or people, use the superlative form.  

 

Comparative Superlative 

Use when comparing two items. Use when comparing three items or more. 

better 

more 

newer 

older 

shorter 

taller 

worse 

younger  

best 

most 

newest 

oldest 

shortest 

tallest 

worst 

youngest  

 

  



Writing 25 

 Now try making two example sentences, one that uses a comparative adjective, and one 

that uses a superlative adjective. 

Your Comparative Adjective: Taller Your Superlative Adjective: Youngest 

  

 

 Idioms 

 An idiom is a combination of words that must be used together to convey either a 

figurative or literal meaning. Idioms will be tested on the SAT in four ways. 

1. Proper Preposition Usage in Context 

 The three finalists will compete for the grand prize: an all-expense paid 

trip to Costa Rica. 

 Tue will compete against James in the final round of the basketball 

tournament.  

 I will compete with Shannon in the interpretive dancing competition.  

2. Verb Forms 

 The writer likes to develop poems. 

 The writer enjoys developing poems.  

3. Idiomatic Expressions 

Idiomatic Expressions refer to words or phrases that must be used together to be 

correct. 

 Khalid will either continue reading or take a well-deserved nap. 

 Neither the chefs nor the guests of the restaurant like to eat escargot. 

 This fall, Kenan is constructing not only a castle but also a swimming 

pool. 

4. Implicit Double Negatives 

Some words imply a negative and therefore cannot be paired with an explicitly 

negative word. 

 Julia cannot hardly wait for winter break because she will be able to visit 

her family. 

 This sentence is incorrect as written because the word hardly implies a 

negative, and the word cannot is explicitly a negative. 

 It should be written as: Julia can hardly wait for winter break because she 

will be able to visit her family. 
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Frequently Tested 

Propositions 

Idiomatic Expressions Words That Can’t Be Paired 

with Negative Words 

at 

by 

for 

of 

on 

to 

with 

as… as 

between … and 

both … and 

either … or 

just as … so too 

neither … nor 

not only … but also 

barely 

hardly 

scarcely 

rarely 
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Akira Kurosawa 

 What do samurai,1 cowboys, 

shogun,2 gangsters, peasants, and William 

Shakespeare all have in common? These are 

just some of the varied influences on the 

work of Akira Kurosawa (1910-1998), a 

Japanese film director considered by movie 

critic Leonard Maltin to be “one of the 

undisputed giants of cinema.” Over his 

career, Kurosawa’s unique blend of Western 

themes and Eastern settings made him 

arguably the (1) more important Japanese 

filmmaker in history.  

 Kurosawa’s style reflects his own 

experiences. As a young man, he studied 

Western art and literature, deciding to be a 

painter. However, World War II led 

Kurosawa to film; he acted as an assistant 

director of wartime propaganda films in 

Tokyo. After Japan’s surrender in 1945, he 

took the lessons he learned in Tokyo and 

began making his own films—(2) work that 

took the values and traditions of the West 

and reinterpreted them with a Japanese 

sensibility, using distinctly Japanese setting 

and characters.  

 The most famous example of 

Kurosawa’s style is his 1954 film Seven 

Samurai. Although the setting is medieval 

Japan, with peasants and samurai, its story is 

influenced by Western films: a group of 

villagers, terrorized by local bandits, turn to 

seven down-on-their-luck yet good-hearted 

samurai for protection. Like movie 

cowboys, the samurai are romantic heroes of 

their morals and battling clear forces of evil. 

This contrasts with the traditional Japanese 

version of a samurai as a noble and often 

distant symbol of Japan’s imperial heritage. 

To (3) him, the film’s samurai were 

distinctly human characters, with both a 

conscience and the will to act to correct the 

wrongs around them.  

 Although Kurosawa’s film’s 

enjoyed—and still enjoy—a lofty reputation 

in the West, Japanese audiences have 

regarded his work with suspicion. By using 

Western ideals and themes—even 

reinterpreting Western authors such as 

William Shakespeare and Fyodor 

Dostoyevsky—Kurosawa is regarded by 

many critics and moviegoers in his home 

country as (4) neither original nor 

particularly Japanese. They see his using 

Japanese culture as mere “window dressing” 

applied to what were essentially foreign 

stories. Ironically, it was Kurosawa’s 

success that opened the door for other, more 

“Japanese” directors, such as Yasujiro Ozu 

and Kenji Mizoguchi, to gain a wider 

audience. 

 Regardless of the criticism, 

Kurosawa’s effect on Western filmmaking is 

beyond dispute. Ironically, Kurosawa’s 

films have influenced the very same 

American movie genres that Kurosawa 

admired so much. Seven Samurai became 

the basis for the American Western epic The 

Magnificent Seven. Yojimbo, another story 

of a samurai for hire, strongly influenced the 

film A Fistful of Dollars. Other genres 

benefited from Kurosawa’s work as well; 

Rashomon, a crime story told from different 

points of view, has influenced almost every 

crime movie since. Finally, The Hidden 

Fortress, about two peasants escorting a 

princess during a war, became George 

Lucas’s expressed basis for the science 

fiction masterpiece Star Wars.  
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1samurai: noble warriors of medieval Japan, similar to European knights 

2shogun: military dictators of Japan from 1603 to 1868. 

 

1)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) important 

C) most important 

D) least important 

 

2)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) works 

C) working 

D) idea 

 

3)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) them 

C) Kurosawa 

D) the samurai 

 

4)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) either 

C) never 

D) both

  



Writing 29 

The Hindenburg 

 Today, airships are seen mostly as 

advertisements hovering in the sky over 

sporting events. Such companies as 

Goodyear®, Metropolitan Life®, and Fuji 

Film® have all made use of “blimps” in this 

way. But before World War II, (1) blimps—

as well as other lighter-than-air vehicles—

were used as modes of transportation. One 

in particular, the German airship 

Hindenburg, changed the fate of airships 

forever. In spectacular fashion, the 

Hindenburg revealed the downside of the 

use of airships in transportation.  

 Airships enjoyed many advantages in 

the early twentieth century, and the 

Hindenburg was considered one of a kind. 

When the 804-foot Hindenburg was 

launched in 1936, it was the (2) large airship 

in the world. Like most airships of the 

period, the Hindenburg was built with a 

solid frame that encased a simple balloon 

filled with a light gas—in this case, 

hydrogen. In an age when airplanes could 

not carry more than 10 passengers at a time, 

(3) they could initially carry 50 passengers, 

a capacity that was later upgraded to 72.  

 Despite these advantages, the 

Hindenburg was hampered by many of the 

same drawbacks as other airships. Tickets to 

fly in the Hindenburg were not affordable 

for most people. The massive amount of fuel 

needed to not only fill the balloon (4) and to 

power (5) it’s propellers made this airships 

very expensive to operate. Even with all of 

that fuel, the Hindenburg flew at a mere 76 

miles per hour—a snail’s pace considering 

that it was used for transatlantic passenger 

service. Because an airship is essentially a 

balloon with an engine, it is extremely 

vulnerable to air currents and stormy 

weather, and the Hindenburg was no 

different.  

 The Hindenburg’s fate, however, 

rested (6) by the most dangerous 

characteristic of these airships: hydrogen gas 

is extremely flammable. Any spark or flame 

that came near the gas could cause a horrific 

explosion, which is exactly what happened. 

On May 6, 1937, as the Hindenburg was 

landing in Lakehurst, New Jersey, it 

suddenly burst into flames, killing 36 of the 

97 passengers and crew on board. This 

explosion, which ultimately destroyed the 

airship, was believed to have been caused by 

a discharge of electricity in the air, which 

reacted with a small leak in the (7) balloons.  

 However, when the disaster 

occurred, the airship was already obsolete as 

a mode of transportation. By the 1940s, 

commercial airplanes had advanced in 

development far beyond the airship’s 

capacity. Today, airplanes cost much less to 

operate and fly at more than seven times the 

speed of the Hindenburg, and airline tickets 

are far more affordable. The airship thus 

became outdated as a mode of passenger 

service and acquired (8) their modern-day 

role as an advertising program.  

 

1)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) the blimp 

C) the airship 

D) airplanes 

 

2)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) largest 

C) big 

D) larger 
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3)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) it 

C) the Hindenburg 

D) he 

 

4)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) but also 

C) and also 

D) nor 

 

5)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) its 

C) it is 

D) their 

 

6)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) in  

C) on 

D) with 

 

7)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) blimps 

C) hydrogen 

D) balloon 

 

8)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) its 

C) it’s 

D) they’re 
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Convention of Usage answers explained 

Set 1 

1. Question Type: Comparison Question 

How do we know? The underlined portion contains the word “more,” which is an 

adjective used to compare two items.  

Ask yourself: how many items are being compared? In this case, the author is comparing 

Akira Kurosawa with every Japanese filmmaker in history, so this is comparing him with 

two or more filmmakers. Therefore, we need a superlative adjective. (C) is correct 

because it uses a superlative adjective.  

 

2. Question Type: Noun Agreement Question 

How do we know? The underlined word (a singular noun) is a synonym for the word that 

precedes the dash: “films” (a plural noun).Choice (B) is correct because the plural 

“works” agrees with the plural “films.”  

 

3. Question Type: Pronoun Clarity Question 

How do we know? The underlined pronoun’s antecedent (who the pronoun is referring 

to) is unclear. Choice (C) is correct because it refers to Kurosawa.  

 

4. Question Type: Idioms Question 

How do we know? The underlined word is part of the idiomatic expression “neither … 

nor.” Since the sentence later uses the word “nor,” we know that the word preceding 

“nor” must be “neither.” Choice (A) must be correct because it uses the word “neither.” 

 

Set 2 

1. Identify the issue: Subject-verb agreement 

Read the sentence in its entirety to make sure there is no subject-verb disagreement. The 

verb in the underlined section, “were” appears after the parenthetical remark set aside by 

dashes. The current version of the subject, “blimps,” is in the agreement with the verb. 

No change is necessary; Choice (A) is correct.  

 

2. Identify the issue: Comparisons 

Make sure that comparisons are in the appropriate format—comparative when comparing 

two things, superlative when comparing three or more things. In the previous sentence, 

the author states that the Hindenburg was “one of a kind.” The ship was unique out of all 

airships, making superlative descriptions appropriate. Given the superlative construction 

and the author’s focus on the ship’s dimensions, (B) is correct because the reader can 

infer that the Hindenburg was the “largest” airship of its time.  
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3. Identify the issue: Implementing pronouns without introducing ambiguity 

Complex sentences can often benefit from the use of pronouns, reducing wordiness and 

repetition. That said, make sure that the use of a pronoun will not introduce ambiguity 

into the sentence. In a complicated sentence including multiple nouns, it is often better to 

avoid pronouns to preserve the clarity of the author’s claims. Choice (C) is correct.  

 

4. Identify the issue: Idiomatic expressions 

Check to see if the underlined section is part of an idiomatic expression, such as 

either…or. The sentence contains the first half of the idiomatic combination not only… 

but also. The use of “and” in this context is incorrect. Choice (B), “but also,” is correct.  

 

5. Identify the issue: Usage 

Pay attention to commonly confused words, such as except and accept, to make sure that 

careless mistakes do not go unaddressed in a passage. 

“It’s” is a contraction of “it is” and is incorrect in this context. The sentence requires the 

singular possessive pronoun, “its.” Choice (B) is correct.  

 

6. Identify the issue: Usage 

Make sure the underlined section is using the appropriate prepositions. 

If the verb “rest” refers to a direct object, the preposition “on” is required. Choice (C) is 

correct because it correctly constructs the idiom.  

 

7. Identify the issue: Number Agreement 

Examine the use of nouns that are used as synonyms within the same sentence. They 

should agree in number, and their shared meaning should either be easily understood or 

previously explained by the author. At this point in the passage, the author has already 

established that “balloon” is a synonym for “blimp” and “airship.” The underlined section 

is therefore the correct term, but it disagrees in number with the rest of the sentence in 

which the associated noun (“airship”) is singular. Choice (D) is correct because it is in 

numerical agreement with the previous noun.  

 

8. Identify the issue: Usage 

Examine the sentence’s use of pronouns for agreement with antecedents. 

The sentence’s use of “their” as a possessive pronoun conflicts with the antecedent “the 

airship,” which is singular. Choice (B) is correct because it is a singular possessive 

pronoun in agreement with its antecedent.  
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Sentence Structure 

 Run-ons and Fragments 

o Run-ons and Fragments create grammatically incomplete sentences 

o A complete sentence must have a subject and a predicate verb in an independent 

clause that expresses a complete thought.  

 Example: 

  John running down the street. (Lacks a predicate verb) 

 Because Karen led the team in homeruns. (Does not express a 

complete thought) 

 Practiced the guitar every day. (Needs a subject)  

o If a sentence has more than one independent clause, the clauses must be properly 

joined. If they are not properly joined, then the sentence is a run-on.  

 Example: 

 I know Italian now, I didn’t know it before I arrived at Italy.  

To Correct a Run-On Example 

Use a semicolon. I know Italian now; I didn’t know it before I arrived at Italy. 

Make one clause dependent. Although I know Italian now, I didn’t know it before I arrived 

at Italy. 

Add a FANBOYS conjunction: 

For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, 

So.  

I know Italian now, but I didn’t know it before I came to Italy. 

 

 Subordination and Coordination Questions 

o These questions focus on the relationship between clauses. 

o On the SAT, you will be asked to determine the best way to link clauses to most 

effectively express the writer’s intent.  

 Coordinate Clauses 

o Coordinate Clauses are independent clauses that can stand on their own and 

express a complete thought. Joining two or more independent clauses makes a 

compound sentence. 

o Two independent clauses are coordinated by using a comma and the conjunction 

and: 

 The class was interesting, and we prepared thoroughly for each session.  

 Subordinate Clauses 

o A subordinate clause cannot stand on its own and make sense. Combining a 

subordinate clause with an independent clause by using connecting words forms a 

complex sentence. In a complex sentence, the independent clause expresses the 

main idea and the subordinate clause provides additional support that modifies or 

clarifies the main idea.  
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 Example (The subordinate clause is italicized): 

 Because the class was interesting, we prepared thoroughly for each 

session. (The main emphasis is on our preparation. The 

subordinate clause, gives reason for our thoroughness.) 

 The class was interesting because we prepared thoroughly for each 

session. (The main emphasis is on the class. The subordinate 

clause explains why the class was interesting.) 

 Parallelism 

o The SAT will test your ability to revise sentences to create a parallel structure. 

 Items in a series, list, or compound must be parallel in form.  

 Series, lists, and compounds may contain nouns, adjectives, adverbs, or 

verb forms.  

Check for parallelism if the sentence contains: 

A list Before you leave, you 

should charge your 

phone, clean your 

room, and find your 

keys. 

3 verb phrases Incorrect structure: 

Before you leave, you 

should charge your 

phone, clean your 

room, and finding 

your keys. 

A compound Swimming and biking 

provide aerobic 

exercise. 

2 gerund verb forms Incorrect structure: 

Swimming and to 

bike provide aerobic 

exercise. 

A correlative It is necessary not 

only to prepare 

thoroughly, but also 

to listen carefully. 

2 infinitive verb forms Incorrect structure: It 

is necessary not only 

to prepare 

thoroughly, but also 

listening carefully. 

A comparison Your homework is 

just as important as 

your class 

participation.  

2 nouns Incorrect structure: 

Your homework is 

just as important as 

participating in class. 

Related nouns Students who 

complete all of their 

homework 

assignments will 

receive higher 

grades. 

3 related plural nouns Incorrect structure: 

Students who 

complete all of their 

homework 

assignments will 

receive a higher 

grade. 
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 Modifiers 

Modifier Function Example 

Adjective A single word 

modifier that 

describes a noun or 

pronoun. 

Amanda bought the 

maroon love seat 

from the garage sale. 

Adverb A single word 

modifier that 

describes a verb, an 

adjective, or another 

adverb. 

Iain carefully walked 

over the rapidly 

melting ice.  

Modifying Phrase Modifying phrases 

and clauses must be 

properly placed to 

correctly modify 

another part of the 

sentence.  

Wanting to do well on 

her exams, Sasha 

devoted extra time to 

her studies. 

o A misplaced modifier can cause confusion. 

 Verb Tense, Mood, and Voice 

o On the SAT, you will be asked to identify and replace any unnecessary shifts in 

verb tense, mood and voice. Because shifts occur within a single sentence or 

among different sentences, you will need to read around the underlined portion to 

identify the error. 

o In questions about shifts in construction, the underlined segment must logically 

match the tense, mood, and voice in other parts of the sentence. 

o Verb tense places the action or state of being described by the verb into a place in 

time: present, past, or future. Each tense has three forms: simple, progressive, 

and perfect.  

o Pro-tip: Shifts in tense are grammatically incorrect unless warranted by the 

context of the sentence or passage. 

Tenses Perfect Past  Future 

Simple: Actions that 

simply occur at some 

point in time 

She studies diligently 

every day. 

She studied two extra 

hours before her math 

test. 

She will study 

tomorrow for her 

history test. 

Progressive: Actions 

that are ongoing at 

some point in time 

She is studying today 

for her history test 

tomorrow. 

She was studying 

yesterday for a history 

test today. 

She will be studying 

tomorrow for her 

chemistry test next 

week. 

Perfect: Actions that 

are completed at some 

point in time 

She has studied 

diligently every day 

this semester. 

She had studied two 

extra hours before her 

math test yesterday. 

She will have studied 

each chapter before 

her biology test. 
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Grammatical moods are classifications that indicate the attitude of the speaker. 

Mood Types Description Example 

Indicative Mood Used to make a 

statement (indicate 

something) or ask a 

question (indicate your 

own confusion) 

Snow covered the 

moonlit field. 

Imperative Mood Used to give a command 

or make a request 

Please return your 

library books. 

Subjunctive Mood Used to express 

hypothetical outcomes 

If I do my homework, 

I will score well on 

the SAT. 

The voice of a verb describes the relationship between the action expressed by the verb and the 

subject.  

Voice Types Description Examples 

Active The subject is the performer of the action.  The carpenter hammered the 

nail. 

 

The hammer bent the nail. 

Passive The subject is the target of the action The nail was hammered by 

the carpenter. 

 

The nail was bent by the 

hammer. 

Pro-tip: The SAT prefers active voice over passive voice.  

 Pronoun Person and Number 

o Pronouns replace nouns in sentences. Therefore, they must agree with the noun 

they are replacing in person or number. The SAT will test your ability to 

recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun usage.  

Pronoun Person and Number 

Person Refers to Singular Pronouns Plural Pronouns 

First person The person speaking I, me, my we, us 

Second person The person spoken to you, your you, yours 

Third person The person or thing spoken 

about 

he, she, it, him, her, 

his, hers, its 

they, them, theirs 

Indefinite A nonspecific person or 

group 

anybody, anyone, 

each, either, everyone, 

someone, one 

both, few, many, 

several 
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SMOM 

 At 69 Condotti Street in Rome sits what is believed by many to be the smalled country in 

the world—and it’s not Vatican City. The Sovereign Military and Hospitaller Order of St. John 

of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta, or SMOM, is an ancient order of knights well known for 

its humanitarian activities. The order’s headquarters in Rome—at a mere 6,000 square meters, or 

about one acre—is considered an independent state by at least 75 nations. How SMOM got to 

Rome is a story almost a millennium old, spanning as many places as the order’s official name 

suggests. 

 SMOM began in 1099, during the First Crusade, as a large-scale military conflict pitting 

Christian armies against the Muslim rulers of what is now Israel. The order’s task was to protect 

and defend Christian pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem as well as (1)providing a hospital for their 

care. Though it began as a religious order, SMOM developed into a military knighthood as well, 

due to the volatile political situation.  

 Because of the ongoing conflict between Muslims and Christians, the order was forced to 

move a number of times. The Muslims overran Jerusalem in the 1170s, forcing SMOM to 

relocate first to the Mediterranean island of Cyprus and then to the nearby island of Rhodes. The 

Ottoman Turks seized Rhodes in 1522, forcing SMOM to move again, this time to Malta. (2) 

Then Napoleon drives the order from Malta in 1798, and the island fell into British hands soon 

after. SMOM wandered from city to city in Italy, finally establishing its current headquarters in 

1834.  

 Today, SMOM is a knighthood and a religious order but no longer actively combats 

Muslims, as it did in the past. Instead, SMOM concentrates on caring for humanitarian needs 

regardless of (3) creed. Establishing hospitals and charities in all corners of the world. Its many 

activities include vaccination programs, refugee relief, and philanthropic works to combat deadly 

diseases such as leprosy and malnutrition.  

 Because of the order’ dual role, the Vatican has always recognized—and continues to 

recognize—SMOM as an independent nation and its headquarters in Rome as the sovereignty of 

SMOM. Seventy-five countries recognize the order as a country, although the United States and 

Great Britain do not. SMOM coins its own money, mints its own stamps, and issues its own 

passports. The order is a Permanent Observer in the United Nations and enjoys membership in 

other international organizations as well. Although not physically important anymore, SMOM 

continues its more than 90-year mission of helping the sick of every nation from its base in the 

smallest country on Earth.  

 

1)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) to provide 

C) providing them 

D) ensuring 

availability of 

 

2)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) Then Napoleon is 

driving 

C) Napoleon drove 

D) Napoleon drives 

 

 

3)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) creed, 

establishing 

C) creed establishing 

D) creed; 

establishing



Writing 38 

Sergei Eisenstein 

 Considered the father of the montage—a popular cinematic technique that involves a 

rapid succession of shots, often superimposed—(1) one of the principal architects of the modern 

movie was the Russian director Sergei Eisenstein. Although his career was not particularly 

prolific—he completed only seven feature-length films—Eisenstein’s work contains a clarity and 

sharpness of composition that make the depth of his plots and the powerful complexity of his 

juxtaposed images easily accessible to most (2) viewers, in fact, few filmmakers were more 

instrumental in pushing the envelope of the established, conservative nineteenth-century 

Victorian theatre than Eisenstein, whose films helped to usher in a new era of abstract thought 

and expression in art.  

 Born in 1898 in what is now the independent nation of Latvia, Eisenstein grew up in 

affluence as the son of a successful architect. Following in his father’s footsteps, he studied at the 

Institute of Civil Engineering in Petrograd. After the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, however, 

Eisenstein was pushed out of academics (3) and into the service of the Red Army as an engineer. 

When the Russian Civil War ended, Eisenstein sought to leave his work for the new Soviet state 

behind him. He quickly found employment in show business as a set designer for a prominent 

Moscow theatre, but the new communist government (4) was likely to remain a heavy influence 

throughout his career.  

 It was with (5) Eisenstein’s feature debut, a film entitles Statchka released in 1924, that 

Eisenstein had introduced moviegoers to the montage. Expanding upon a complex theory of 

biomechanics—the study of the mechanical forces at work within a particular body or organ—

Eisenstein’s first montage consisted of a powerful sequence of conflicting images that were able 

to abbreviate time spans in the film while introducing new metaphors and allusions to the 

storyline. Essentially, Eisenstein sought to use the montage to create (6) regressive emotional 

effect that was greater than the sum of the individual shots. It was with the enormously 

successful technique that Eisenstein’s work caught the eye of the new Communist Party leaders 

in Moscow, who saw in his cinematic style a film for the (7) “common man.” And a chance to 

use his skills as a propaganda tool for the state. 

 Eisenstein’s second and third, (8) the enormously famous 1925 hit Battleship Potemkin 

and the 1927 celebration of the October Revolution, Oktibr, still widely considered to be 

masterpieces, were commissioned by party officials in an attempt to use Eisenstein’s mass appeal 

to disseminate Soviet propaganda. As a result, these achievements have been frequently 

criticized for their lack of artistic integrity. Yet, in the end, regardless of politics, Eisenstein’s 

films continue to have an undeniably significant and lasting impact on filmmakers.  

1)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) Sergei Eisenstein, the Russian director, was one of the principal architects of the 

modern movie 

C) the Russian director Sergei Eisenstein was one of the principal architects of the 

modern movie 

D) one of the principal architects of the modern movie was Sergei Eisenstein, the Russian 

director 
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2)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) viewers. In fact 

C) viewers—in fact 

D) viewers in fact 

 

3)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) nor 

C) or 

D) as far as 

 

4)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) remained 

C) did likely remain 

D) remains 

 

5)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) Sergei Eisenstein’s 

C) its 

D) his 

 

6)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) regressive that was greater than 

the sum of the individual shots 

C) detrimental emotional effect that 

was greater than the sum of the 

individual shots 

D) cumulative emotional effect that 

was greater than the sum of the 

individual shots 

 

7)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) “common man,” and 

C) “common man” and 

D) “common man.” And 

 

8)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) the enormously famous 1925 hit 

and the 1927 celebration of the 

October Revolution, Battleship 

Potemkin and Oktibr 

C) the famously enormous 1925 hit 

Battleship Potemkin and the 1927 

celebration of the October 

Revolution, Oktibr 

D) the 1925 film Battleship 

Potemkin and the 1927 film Oktibr 
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Sentence Structure answers explained 

Set 1 

1. What type of question is this? Parallel Structure. The underlined verb (“providing”) is not 

parallel to the verbs used earlier in the sentence (“to protect and defend”). Choice (B) is 

correct because the verb “to provide” is parallel to the verbs “to protect and defend.” 

 

2. What type of question is this? Verb tense. The verb in the underlined portion is in a 

different tense from the other verbs in this paragraph.  A writer can shift verb tense only 

when there is a logical reason to do so. In this instance, the writer does not have a reason 

to switch tenses: the earlier verbs are in the simple past tense, which indicates that the 

action occurred at some point in the past. Choice (C) is correct because the word “drove” 

is in the simple past tense.  

 

3. What type of question is this? Punctuation. Specifically, this question involves 

Fragments. The second sentence in the underlined portion is a fragment because it is 

missing a predicate verb. Choice (B) is correct because adding a comma gives the 

sentence a necessary pause, and thereby corrects the sentence fragment.  

 

Set 2 

1. Identify the issue: Active voice vs. Passive voice 

Active voice construction is almost always better than passive voice construction, as it 

has the subject of the sentence performing the action. This makes a sentence simpler and 

clearer. Choice (C) is correct because it is an active voice construction and it is also not 

interrupted by parentheticals set off by commas.  

 

2. Identify the issue: Sentence Formation 

When the passage presents a long, complex sentence, be sure that it is not a run-on that 

would be better presented as two or more separate sentences. The underlined section is a 

juncture within a very long sentence; this is made obvious by the comma and the 

transitional phrase “in fact.” Before this juncture, the sentence discusses the accessibility 

of Eisenstein’s work, and after, it addresses his lasting effect on film. These two ideas are 

more clearly presented in two-separate sentences instead of the current run-on. Choice 

(B) is correct.  

 

3. Identify the issue: Sentence Formation 

If the underlined section is a coordinating conjunction—a word or phrase that joins two 

equally important phrases or clauses—pay attention to the appropriateness of the word 

choice. Keep clarity of the sentence and passage in mind. No change is necessary because 

“and” clearly demonstrates that Eisenstein was pushed out of one pursuit and into 
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another. The other answer choices would confuse the reader and harm the author’s 

clarity. Choice (A) is correct.  

 

4. Identify the issue: Sentence Formation 

Within complex sentences that contain parallel structure, make sure that verb 

conjugation, tense, and voice of the sentence are consistent. The underlined section is 

incorrect because it modifies a past-tense structure that was established earlier in the 

sentence with the phrase “He quickly found.” The current construction also negatively 

affects the author’s clarity and intent. Choice (B) is correct because it is consistent with 

the past-tense structure already established.  

 

5. Identify the issue: Shifts in Construction 

Be aware of improper pronoun use, and keep in mind that not using a pronoun at all can 

also be incorrect. If the underlined section is a noun, consider whether a pronoun would 

be better suited for the quality of the narrative. Eisenstein’s name is already mentioned in 

one other part of the sentence, so in this instance it is unnecessary to use it. A possessive 

pronoun is a better option as it improves the quality of the sentence by not unnecessarily 

repeating Eisenstein’s name. Choice (D) is correct.  

 

6. Identify the issue: Sentence Formation 

The correct use of modifiers includes vocabulary: making sure the word being used as a 

modifier has the appropriate definition for the context. Choice (D) is correct because 

“cumulative” is the correct word for the author’s meaning. A montage is inherently 

cumulative: its meaning grows with the progression of each component shown.  

 

7. Identify the issue: Sentence Formation 

Sentence fragments—stand-alone sentences that are missing either a subject or a 

predicate—should always be avoided because they are grammatically incorrect. Pay close 

attention to sentences that begin with “And,” as they often can be combined with their 

preceding sentences. The sentence that begins with “And” is a sentence fragment because 

it has no subject. The best way to join this sentence with the previous sentence is by 

simply removing the period and making “And” lowercase. No other punctuation is 

needed. Choice (C) is correct.  

 

8. Identify the issue: Sentence Formation 

Modifiers, while not always grammatically necessary, may be required for the author to 

make a point or emphasize a detail. Scrutinize their use to determine which answer 

choice preserves the author’s intent in the sentence and context. Choice (A) is correct 

because its use of the modifying phrases “enormously famous 1925 hit” and “1927 

celebration of the October Revolution” is correct. Their use is also rhetorically effective, 

as it’s clear to which film each is referring, giving each movie context for the reader. 
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Effective Language Use 

 Precision 

o Precision questions will ask you to revise a text in order to make the author’s 

word choice more exact.  

 Example:  

 Concision 

o Concision questions will require you to eliminate wordiness and repetition in 

sentences.  

o How should you approach Concision questions? 

 Whenever a long section is underlined, you should ask, “Are all of these 

words necessary? Is there a shorter, more concise way to say the same 

thing?” 

 You should also be looking for redundancy errors. Redundancy errors 

occur when two words in the sentence have essentially the same meaning 

in context or when the meaning of one word is implicit in the meaning of 

another.  

 Style and Tone 

o SAT Style and Tone questions ask you to ensure that the style and tone are 

consistent or that they reflect the author’s purpose. You must also confirm that the 

text’s style and tone match its subject and format.  

o Style and Tone questions will sometimes have question stems that correspond to 

small numbers in boxes within the passage. Other times, however, these questions 

will not have question stems. In this case, you must determine if the underlined 

segment matches the general tone of the passage or if one of the other choices is 

more appropriate in context. 

o Pro-tip: If you see a Style and Tone question at the beginning of a passage, skip 

it and read through the passage before answering it so you can determine the 

overall tone first.  

 Syntax 

o SAT Syntax questions will ask you to assess whether different sentence structures 

accomplish an author’s intended rhetorical purpose. In narrative or prose, syntax 

can enhance intended meaning and contribute toward tone.  

 Syntax refers to the arrangement of words and phrases within a sentence. 

It dictates how words from different parts of speech are assembled to 

convey a complete thought.  
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Modern Readers 

Judging by the types of novels that typically 

receive the top rankings on contemporary 

“best sellers” lists, one would be wise to 

conclude that the modern book consumer 

does not enjoy reading ancient mythology. 

Seemingly, such antiquated stories hold little 

relevance to the concerns of the modern age. 

It is a literature not for the (1) distracted 

reader immersed in his “everyday” cares, 

but for a more imaginative audience with 

more universal tastes. 

 The even begin (2) to understand or 

comprehend this issue, we must understand 

what it is that most readers seek out in the 

works they read. What is it in a book – a 

novel, for example – that causes them to 

continue turning the pages? The answer can 

be a bit slippery. Is it the psychological 

realism of the characters? Is it the drama of 

the events they encounters? Is it the modern 

author’s consciousness of his position as 

author and the relationship – distant or 

intimate, serious or playful - that he 

develops with his readers? 

 The obvious answer is that it is all of 

these things. The defining features of the 

modern story are its complexity and 

ambivalence. Narrators are not always 

reliable. Loyalties are often fleeting, and 

even a character’s central motives may 

undergo a transformation before the story is 

done. There is no neat conclusion, no 

definitive redemption or damnation, and not 

always even clear message. In this confusion 

and dislocation, the modern reader sees his 

own life reflected, complete with all its (3) 

complexity and ambivalence.  

 In a complex world where the 

disparate lives of alienated individuals still 

manage to affect each other on a daily basis, 

there is a paradoxical credulity extended 

towards anything murky and unclear. Far 

from the cosmopolitan savant he would like 

us to believe he is (to say nothing of the 

author who writes for him), the modern 

reader is only able to take comfort in his 

own confusion. When, for example, George 

and Jane finish their fairy-tale courtship and 

suddenly find themselves unable to live 

together, the contemporary pop intellectual 

will (4) nod his head sagely, and he will 

think about the relationship in his own life 

that he didn’t understand either.  

 What escapes the minds of the 

masses is that, taken past a certain point, 

realism is not art. Neither unsatisfying 

conclusions, nor irritating characters, nor 

obscure motives are indications of the 

literary talents of the author. The older, 

mythic characters may be drawn with a 

broad brush, and may possess a simplistic 

and singularity of purpose that finds no 

parallel in day-to-day life, but that simplicity 

is not a sign of an author lacking in subtlety. 

Rather, a purposeful author will have 

purposeful characters. Whether the story is 

meant to illustrate moral principles, explore 

character types, or simply entertain, a 

quality work of art must have a purpose.  

 

1)  

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Prosaic 

C. Voracious 

D. Modern 

 

2)  

A. NO CHANGE 

B. To understand or to comprehend 

C. To understand and comprehend 

D. To understand 
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3) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Ambivalence 

C. Complexity 

D. Ambivalent complexity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Which choice most effectively combines 

the sentences at the underlined portion? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Nod his head sagely. He will think 

about 

C. Nod his head sagely, thinking about 

D. Nod his head sagely, be thinking 

about 
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Genetically Modified Organisms 

Although biotechnology companies 

and the chronically naïve (1) imagine that 

there is no danger to be feared from 

genetically modified foods, they overlook a 

plethora of evidence indicating that we may 

be gambling without very lives by 

continuing to (2) interfere and tamper with 

nature to create these “Frankenfoods.” 

Potential problems range from the relatively 

minor - increase possibilities of allergic 

reactions to certain foods, for instance - to 

the potentially devastating – the complete 

skewing of the balance of an ecosystem. All 

of these factors should be carefully 

considered before (3) we choose to risk so 

much for the possibility of a better tomato.  

 For example, the cultivation of 

insect-resistant plants could lead to the 

reduction or even destruction of certain 

insect species that naturally feed on those 

plants. A change in the insect population 

could have a disastrous impact on (4) certain 

bird species. They rely on the affected 

insects as their food source. Also, 

altercations in the balance of the bird 

population could have further reaching 

consequences, all the way up the food chain. 

An ecosystem is a delicate thing, and the 

ripple created by genetically altering one 

variety of soybeans (5) will translate into a 

shock wave of unforeseen repercussions in 

the long term. 

 (6) The actual impact on the 

genetically modified organisms themselves, 

and on those who consume foods produced 

from genetically modified organisms, also 

remains to be seen. Some studies indicate 

that certain genetically modified foods have 

negative effects on the digestive system and 

cardiac health of rats that consume those 

foods in high quantities; although human 

studies have not been performed, the 

possibility that tampering with an 

organism’s genetic structure could cause far-

reaching health consequences for the people 

who eat genetically modified foods must be 

confronted.  

 Arguments about the potential for 

genetic engineering to end world hunger by 

maximizing the quantity and quality of food 

grown around the world are based on (7) an 

essential fallacy; people do not starve 

because there is a lack of food. People starve 

because it is more profitable to let food go to 

waste than to distribute it to the world’s 

impoverished and famine-stricken regions. 

We have plenty of farmland sitting fallow 

and plenty of food rotting in warehouses. 

Many of the agribusinesses arguing that 

genetically modified foods can solve world 

hunger are the same companies that accept 

government subsidies now to limit their 

production of crops in order to avoid 

flooding the market. These companies are 

primarily concerned with profit, and 

whatever lip service they pay to global well-

being, the driving force behind genetically 

modified organisms and food is profit, not 

people. (8) In conclusion, the benefits and 

risks of any new technology must be 

carefully considered before implementing 

that technology.  

 

1) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Insist 

C. Hope 

D. Think 
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2) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Thoughtlessly interfere and casually 

tamper 

C. Interfere by casually tampering 

D. Tamper 

 

3) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. We as a society 

C. Those of us who comprise society 

D. The citizens making up our 

population 

 

4) Which choice most effectively combines 

the sentence at the underlined portion? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Certain bird species that rely on the 

affected insects 

C. Certain bird species rely on the 

affected insects 

D. Certain bird species, and they rely on 

the affected insects 

 

5) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. Must  

C. Would 

D. Could 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. What also remains to be seen, on 

both the genetically modified 

organisms themselves and on those 

who consume foods produced from 

genetically modified organisms, is 

the actual impact. 

C. Remaining to be seen is the actual 

impact on genetically modified 

organisms themselves and those who 

consume genetically modified 

organisms. 

D. The actual impact remains to be seen 

on genetically modified organisms 

themselves and those who consume 

genetically modified organisms. 

 

7) 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. A harmful delusion: 

C. A fanciful illusion: 

D. A fundamental untruth: 

 

8) Which choice most effectively concludes 

the paragraph and the passage? 

A. NO CHANGE 

B. It would be nice if we could trust the 

very companies that could benefit 

most from the creation of genetically 

modified organisms. 

C. Unfortunately, those companies 

affect so many aspects of modern life 

that we have no choice but to trust 

them. 

D. Why would we trust our own well-

being and that of the planet to 

companies recklessly pursing money 

at the risk of Mother Earth?
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Effective Language Use answers explained 

Set 1 

1) The word “distracted” does not contrast “imaginative audience with more universal 

taste”. 

Eliminate A: Underlined word is not precise enough. 

Eliminate C: A “voracious” reader is one who reads an enormous amount, not a less 

imaginative reader. 

Eliminate D:  The reader’s era has nothing to do with the sentence. 

B is correct. 

 

2) Understand and comprehend mean the same thing. 

Eliminate A: The underlined portion is incorrect as written. 

Eliminate B: Does not correct the redundancy issue. 

Eliminate C: Does not correct the redundancy issue. 

D is correct. 

 

3) The author uses complexity and ambivalence earlier in the paragraph. Consistency is key. 

Eliminate B: Removes one of the necessary words. 

Eliminate C: Removes one of the necessary words. 

Eliminate D: Alters the intended meaning. 

A is correct. 

 

4) The sentence as written is wordy because it repeats the same “he” and creates a new 

independent clause. 

Eliminate A: Sentence is wordy as written. 

Eliminate B: Not the most effective way to combine two relevant sentences. 

Eliminate D: Grammatically incorrect. 

C is correct. 

 

Set 2 

1) Read the sentence to understand the context in which the word, “imagine,” is used. 

“Imagine” is used to describe how certain groups portray the risks associated with 

genetically modified organisms (GMO), the word needs to convey a stronger sense of 

resistance to the truth. B is correct. 

 

2) “Interfere” and “tamper” have the same meaning. The correct answer will delete one of 

those words. D is correct. 
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3)  Do not automatically select the shortest answer choice when presented with a concision 

question. The answer must also fully convey the author’s intended meaning. “We” is an 

ambiguous pronoun. B is correct because it specifies the people included in “we”. 

  

4) The sentences are grammatically correct as written, but the question asks you to 

effectively combine the two. The second sentence provides additional information about 

“certain bird species” mentioned in the first sentence. Use the relative pronoun “that” to 

indicate which species could be affected but the decline in insect population. B is correct. 

  

5) Auxiliary verbs, like the underlined “will”, add functional meaning like expressing tense, 

voice or emphasis to the clause. When an auxiliary verb is underlined, make sure it fits 

the tone of the passage. In this passage, the tone is cautionary and forewarning. It is not 

claiming that changing one soybean will translate into a ripple effect that could possibly 

kill us all. D is correct. 

  

6) When an entire sentence is underlined, check for a syntax error. This sentence is correct 

as written. The author first introduces the topic, and then describes what is being 

impacted, and finally drawing a conclusion about the topic. A is correct. 

  

7) Questions focused on word choice or precision reread the sentence containing the 

underlined word to understand the intended meaning. The underlined phrase “essential 

fallacy” provides information about the basis for the argument in the sentence. The 

sentence basically says: the argument is based on a false idea. However, a false idea is 

not the same thing as a lie. A is correct. 

 

8) When answering a question about style and tone, you will sometimes first need to read 

the entire passage or paragraph. In the first three paragraphs, the author focuses on the 

negative aspects of GMO’s. In the fourth, he dismisses the counter argument raised by 

advocates for GMO’s. The tone in the final paragraph becomes strident and accusatory 

(harsh and accusing). The final sentence must match this tone in order to effectively 

conclude the paragraph and the passage. D is correct because it stresses the concern for 

Earth in the face of blinded capitalism.  
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Conventions of Punctuation 

 End-of-Sentence and Within-Sentence Punctuation 

o Use commas to: 

 Separate independent clauses connected by FANBOYS conjunction (For, 

And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So) 

 Separate an introductory phrase from the rest of the sentence 

 Set off three or more items in a series or list 

 When you see a comma, ask: 

o Can the comma be replaced by a period or a semicolon? 

o Use semicolons to: 

 Join two independent clauses when a FANBOYS conjunction is not 

present 

 Separate items in a series or list if those items already includes commas 

o Use colons to: 

 Introduce and/or emphasize a short phrase, quotation, explanation, 

example, or list 

o Use dashes to:  

 Indicate a hesitation or a break in thought 

 When you see an underlined colon or dash, ask: 

o Has the author shifted gears by introducing or explaining 

something or breaking his or her thought process? 

 

Sir Edmund Hillary 

      In the late spring of 1953, New 

Zealand mountaineer Sir Edmund Hillary 

and Nepalese Sherpa Tenzing Norgay 

became the first men to walk on the top of 

the world. After a grueling expedition that 

spanned several (1) months. They had 

finally reached the summit of Mount 

Everest. This was the mountain the Tibetan 

people called “Mother of the Universe,” but 

despite its maternal nomenclature, it had 

already claimed the lives of George Mallory 

and Andrew Irvine before Hillary and 

Norgay finally conquered its icy peak. The 

mountain’s siren call continues to lure 

mountaineers to this day. But climbing 

Mount Everest may be easier than answering 

the question posed by decades of non-

climbers: Why? Perhaps Mallory said it best 

in 1923 before his ill-fated (2) climb; 

“Because it is there.” 

 

1)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) months, and they 

C) months; they 

D) months, they 

 

2)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) climb: “Because it is there.” 

C) climb. “Because it is there.” 

D) climb “Because it is there.”
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 Possessive Nouns and Pronouns 

o Possessive nouns and pronouns indicate who or what possesses another noun or 

pronoun. The questions on the SAT will require you to identify both the singular 

and plural forms.  

o You can spot errors in possessive noun and pronoun construction by looking for: 

 Two nouns in a row 

 Context clues 

 Pronouns with apostrophes 

 Words that sounds alike 

Possessive Nouns 

Singular sister’s My oldest sister’s soccer game is on Saturday. 

Plural sisters’ My two older sisters’ soccer games are on Saturday. 

 

Possessive Pronouns and Words to Watch Out For 

Its = possessive It’s = it is 

Their = possessive There = location/place 

Whose = possessive Who’s = who is/who has 

 

 Nonrestrictive/Parenthetical Elements and Unnecessary Punctuation 

o Use commas, dashes, or parentheses to set off parenthetical or nonrestrictive 

information in a sentence.  

o Parenthetical or Nonrestrictive information includes words or phrases that are 

not essential to sentence structure, but may be explanatory.  

o The SAT will ask you to recognize instances of unnecessary information, 

particularly commas.  

 DO NOT use a comma to: 

 Separate a subject from its predicate 

 Separate a verb from its object or its subject, or a preposition from 

its object 

 Set off restrictive elements 

 Precede a dependent clause that comes after an independent clause 

 Separate adjectives that work together to modify a noun 

o Pro Tip: To determine whether information is nonessential, read the sentence 

without the information. If the sentence still makes sense without the omitted, 

then those words need to be set off with punctuation.  
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Mauritius 

 (1) Although, most of the products 

we buy today are made abroad in well-

known places like Mexico and China, a 

quick check of many clothing labels will 

reveal the name of a country might not be so 

(2) familiar. It’s Mauritius. Named in honor 

of Prince Maurice of Nassau by the Dutch 

who colonized it in 1638, this small island in 

the Indian Ocean has a complicated history 

influenced by several international powers. 

Since gaining independence in 1968, 

Mauritius has emerged as a stable 

democracy with one of Africa’s highest per 

capita (3) incomes. Mauritius is considered a 

significant player in the modern global 

economy of the Southern Hemisphere. 

 Yet Mauritius was not always so 

conspicuous. The island itself, situated 1,200 

miles off the east coast of Africa, covers 

only about 2,000 square kilometers. As 

recently as the tenth century, it was 

completely uninhabited by humans, 

although it was likely known to Arab and 

Malay sailors of this period. The Portuguese 

landed in 1511, and with this initial visit, 

Mauritius gained its first taste of distinction 

through the discovery of an unlikely 

creature: the dodo bird. Early Portuguese 

accounts of encounters with this large, slow-

moving bird on the island suggest that the 

dodo did not recognize humans as (4) 

predators, making the dodo even easier to 

catch for food. As a result, by the mid-

1600s, the entire dodo population had been 

wiped out.  

 Soon after the disappearance of the 

dodo, the Portuguese presence was replaced 

by that of the Dutch. Roughly 80 years of 

Dutch control brought waves of (5) traders, 

planters, and slaves; indentured laborers, 

merchants, and artisans, (6) who’s collective 

arrival brought international recognition to 

Mauritius.  

 In 1715, the island again changed 

hands, this time to the French, and in 1810, 

with a successful invasion during the 

Napoleonic Wars, the British became the 

fourth European power to rule the island. 

Yet it was during this period of changing (7) 

colonial powers—Mauritius was traded like 

a commodity, that the demographics of the 

island began to experience important 

changes with great political ramifications.  

 By the time slaver was abolished in 

1835, for example, the remaining Franco-

Mauritian elites were outnumbered by the 

growing Indian population, the Creoles who 

could trace their roots back to island’s 

sugarcane plantations, and the Muslim 

community origination from present-day 

Pakistan. And with these demographic 

changes came political change. The first step 

toward self-rule came with the legislative 

elections of 1947, and in March of 1968, an 

official constitution was adopted. Today, 

Mauritius peacefully balances the diversity 

of its multicultural society and flourishes in 

international (8) trade through its 

advantageous geographic location and large 

labor force.  

1)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) Although most 

C) Although; most 

D) Most 

 

2)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) familiar, and it’s Mauritius 

C) familiar: Mauritius 

D) familiar named Mauritius  
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3)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) incomes; Mauritius is 

C) incomes, and is 

D) incomes and is 

 

4)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) predators and made 

C) predators by making 

D) predators making 

 

5)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) traders, planters and slaves, 

indentured laborers, merchants and 

artisans 

C) traders, planters, slaves, 

indentured laborers, merchants, 

artisans 

D) traders, planters, slaves, 

indentured laborers, merchants, and 

artisans 

 

6)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) whose collective arrival 

C) their collective arrival 

D) the collective arrival of whom 

 

7)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) colonial powers—Mauritius was 

traded like a commodity that 

C) colonial powers—Mauritius was 

traded like a commodity—that 

D) colonial powers, Mauritius was 

traded like a commodity that 

 

8)  

A) NO CHANGE 

B) trade, through 

C) trade through, 

D) trade; through 
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Conventions of Punctuation answers explained 

Set 1 

1. Identify the issue: Fragments 

The underlined segment includes a period, but the sentence before the period is a 

fragment. Since the sentence before the period forms a fragment, then the sentence before 

the period is a dependent clause. Choice (D) is correct because it eliminates the 

fragment, and it attaches the dependent clause in the part of the sentence before the 

comma to the independent clause in the part of the sentence after the comma. 

 

2. Identify the issue: Incorrect use of semicolon 

The underlined segment includes a semicolon, which is used incorrectly because it is not 

joining two independent clauses or separating items containing commas in a series or list. 

It is supposed to be providing emphasis. Choice (B) is correct because you can use a 

colon to provide emphasis. The author is trying to emphasize what Mallory said before 

his climb. 

 

 

Set 2 

1. Identify the issue: Comma placement 

In this sentence, the comma separates the subordinate conjunction “although” from the 

clause it introduces and breaks the link between the dependent clause and the main 

clause. Choice (B) is correct because it eliminates the unnecessary punctuation. 

 

2. Identify the issue: Period Placement 

Ask yourself: Is period-use warranted here? Although the second sentence is an 

independent clause and could stand on its own, the information in the second sentence 

belongs in the previous sentence. Choice (C) is correct because it uses a colon to indicate 

a break in thought to provide additional explanatory information. 

 

3. Identify the issue: Period placement/Conjunctions 

Since both clauses form complete sentences, look at the information they share. Each 

sentence has Mauritius as its subject and a verb phrase providing information about the 

island. Combine the two sentences by creating a compound predicate joined by the 

conjunction “and.” Choice (D) is correct.  

 

4. Identify the issue: Comma placement/Misplaced modifiers 

Pro-Tip: try reading the sentence without the phrase beginning with “making the dodo.” 

Because the sentence makes logical sense without the phrase beginning with “making the 

dodo,” the comma is necessary to correctly set off the phrase. Choice (D) may be 
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tempting, but without the comma, the phrase incorrectly modifies “predators,” suggesting 

that the predators themselves, not the dodo’s failure to recognize the danger those 

predators posed, made the dodo easier to catch. Choice (A) is correct.  

 

5. Identify the issue: Properly Separating Lists with Commas and a Conjunction  

Separate three or more items in a series or list with commas. Separate the last two items 

with a comma and the conjunction “and.” 

This series contains six distinct items. Separate each item with a comma and use the 

conjunction “and” with a comma to separate the final item from the rest of the series. 

Choice (D) is correct.  

 

6. Identify the issue: Easily Confused Word 

“Who’s” is a contraction for “who is” or “who has,” which makes no sense in the context 

of the underlined portion. Choice (B) correctly uses “whose,” the possessive form of the 

relative pronoun “who.”  

 

7. Identify the issue: Punctuation/Dashes 

If a dash is used to introduce a break in thought, a second dash must be used to end the 

parenthetical phrase unless a period ends both the phrase and the sentence. Determine if 

the information after the dash is parenthetical or nonrestrictive by reading the sentence 

without that information. Although the phrase provides a description of how the “colonial 

powers” treated Mauritius, the sentence makes logical sense without it. The phrase is 

therefore parenthetical and must be properly set off. Only (C) correctly sets off the phrase 

with both an opening and a closing dash.  

 

8. Identify the issue: Unnecessary Punctuation 

Avoid using unnecessary punctuation. Reread the sentence to determine how its parts are 

related. The sentence is correct as written because no punctuation is required. The phrase 

“through its advantageous geographic location and large labor force” completes the 

thought in the sentence by providing information on how Mauritius “balances” and 

“flourishes.” Choice (A) is correct.  
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The Lobo Method for the SAT Essay 

The Method consists of Four Steps: 

Step 1: Read the source text, taking notes on how the author uses: 

 Evidence to support claims 

 Reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence. 

 Stylistic or persuasive elements to add power to the ideas expressed 

What is the source text? 

The source text for the SAT essay will consist of a passage that is very similar to the passages 

you’ll see in the Reading Test.  

While the source text changes from test to test, the directions and the essay prompt remain 

similar. Spend more time reading and understanding the text—the prompt will be very similar to 

other prompts that you have encountered.   

The SAT Essay Prompt 

The SAT Essay source text will change from test to test, but the prompt will remain largely the 

same in both format and wording. 

The generic SAT Essay prompt is as follows: 

As you read the passage below, consider how [the author] uses 

 evidence, such as facts or examples, to support claims. 

 reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence. 

 Stylistics or persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to emotion, to add 

power to the ideas expressed.  

Write an essay in which you explain how [the author] builds an argument to persuade [his/her] 

audience that [author’s claim]. In your essay, analyze how [the author] uses one or more of the 

features listed previously (or features or your own choice) to strengthen the logic and 

persuasiveness of [his/her] argument. Be sure your analysis focuses on the most relevant aspects 

of the passage. 

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with [the author’s] claims, but rather how [the 

author] builds an argument to persuade [his/her] audience.  
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What kind of notes should I take? 

You should take notes on: 

 evidence to support claims (e.g., cited data or statistics, or authoritative sources that 

support the author’s argument) 

o Example: The New York Times, CNN, Political author Milton Friedman, The 

philosopher Aristotle, etc. 

 reasoning to develop ideas and make connections (e.g., the author explains his logic for 

using a specific piece of evidence to support a specific claim) 

 stylistics or persuasive elements to add power to the ideas expressed (e.g., using 

figurative language, irony, metaphor, and other elements to appeal to emotions) 

You should circle: 

 central ideas 

 important details 

 errors of fact or interpretation 

 textual evidence (quotations, paraphrases, or both) 

You should spend about 10 minutes on Step 1. 

Step 2: Develop an outline of the features you will analyze in your response 

Why do I need an outline? 

Creating an outline for your essay saves you a huge amount of time, which is essential when you 

only have 50 minutes to complete the SAT Essay Test. You will find that organizing your 

thoughts ahead of time in an outline will allow you to write much more quickly! 

What should I put in my outline? 

The following page has a template you should use when writing your essay. In the template, you 

will answer six questions per paragraph. Answering these questions will allow your essay to 

directly and concisely answer the prompt. 

Note: you do not need to answer the questions in complete sentences. The purpose of the outline 

is to organize your ideas before writing the essay so that your argument is already coherent 

before you begin writing. 

You should spend about 8 minutes on Step 2. 

Step 3: Write your essay 

After you have read and analyzed the source text, your next step is to demonstrate your 

proficiency in writing. In order to do so, you must: 
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 Provide your own precise central claim 

 Use a variety of sentence structures 

 Employ precise word choice 

 Maintain a constant and appropriate style and tone 

You should spend about 30 minutes on Step 3.  

Step 4: Check your essay for mistakes in grammar, spelling, and clarity 

Setting aside some time to proofread may drastically increase your essay score. All Weighs 

Poorfread! 

You should spend the remaining 2 minutes on Step 4. 

SAT Essay Template 

Introductory Paragraph:  

To demonstrate that you understand the source text, paraphrase the author’s central idea or 

claim: 

Elements are stylistic techniques like irony or data like statistics used to bolster a claim.  

List the three Elements you will analyze in your essay. 

1. Element #1 

2. Element #2 

3. Element #3 

Text 

Claim 

Audience 

Argument 

Body Paragraph Element #1 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Body Paragraph Element #2 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Body Paragraph Element #3 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Conclusion:  

What is the author’s overall purpose for writing this passage? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the author’s central argument or claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the author build on his or her argument or claim? By using Element #1, Element #2, 

and Element #3. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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SAT Essay Scoring Rubric 

There are three different scores for the SAT Essay: Reading, Analysis, and Writing. Each 

category will be scored on a scale of 1 to 4. The scores you will receive will range from 2 to 8, as 

they will be the scores of two raters.  
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Adapted from British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s speech to American citizens following 

9/11/2001. 

The only purpose of being in politics is to strive for the values and ideals we believe in: freedom, 

justice, what we Europeans call solidarity but you might call respect for and help for others. These are the 

decent democratic values we all avow. But alongside the values we know we need a hard headed 

pragmatism - a realpolitik - required to give us any chance of translating those values into the practical 

world we live in. 

The same tension exists in the two views of international affairs. One is utilitarian: each nation 

maximises its own self interest. The other is Utopian: we try to create a better world. Today I want to 

suggest that more than ever before those two views are merging. 

I advocate an enlightened self interest that puts fighting for our values right at the heart of the 

policies necessary to protect our nations. Engagement in the world on the basis of these values, not 

isolationism from it is the hard-headed pragmatism for the 21st century. 

Why? In part it is because the countries and people of the world today are more interdependent 

than ever. In truth, it is very rare today that trouble in one part of the globe remains limited in its effect. 

Not just in security, but in trade and finance - witness the crisis of 1998 which began in Thailand and 

ended in Brazil - the world is interlocked. 

This is heightened by mass communications and technology. In Queen Victoria's time, reports of 

battles came back weeks or months after they were won or lost. Today we see them enacted live on the 

BBC, Sky or CNN. Their very visibility, immediate and in technicolour, inflame feelings that can spread 

worldwide across different ethnic, religious and cultural communities. 

So today, more than ever, "their" problem becomes "our" problem. Instability is contagious and, 

again today, more than ever, nations, at least most of them, crave stability. That's for a simple reason. Our 

people want it, because without it, they can't do business and prosper. What brings nations together - what 

brought them together post-September 11 - is the international recognition that the world needs order. 

Disorder is the enemy of progress. 

The struggle is for stability, for the security within which progress can be made. Of course, 

countries want to protect their territorial integrity but few are into empire-building. This is especially true 

of democracies whose people vote for higher living standards and punish governments who don't deliver 

them. For 2,000 years Europe fought over territory. 
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Today boundaries are virtually fixed. Governments and people know that any territorial ambition 

threatens stability, and instability threatens prosperity. 

And of course the surest way to stability is through the very values of freedom, democracy and 

justice. Where these are strong, the people push for moderation and order. Where they are absent, regimes 

act unchecked by popular accountability and pose a threat; and the threat spreads. 

So the promotion of these values becomes not just right in itself but part of our long-term security 

and prosperity. We can't intervene in every case. Not all the wrongs of the world can be put right, but 

where disorder threatens us all, we should act. 

Like it or not, whether you are a utilitarian or a Utopian, the world is interdependent. One 

consequence of this is that foreign and domestic policy are ever more closely interwoven. 

It was September 11 that brought these thoughts into sharper focus. Watching the horror unfold, 

imagining the almost unimaginable suffering of the thousands of innocent victims of the terror and 

carnage, the dominant emotion after the obvious feelings of revulsion, sympathy and anger, was 

determination. 

The guts and spirit of the people of New York and America in the aftermath of that terrible day 

were not just admirable, they were awesome. They were the best riposte to the terrorists that humanity 

could give and you should be very proud of that. I want you to know too that the British people were with 

you from the first moment, and we will always be with you at times like those. We are not half-hearted 

friends and we never will be. But the determination must be not just to pursue those responsible and bring 

them to justice but to learn from September 11. 

The most obvious lesson is indeed our interdependence. For a time our world stood still. Quite 

apart from our security, the shock impacted on economic confidence, on business, on trade and it is only 

now with the terrorist network on the run, that confidence is really returning. Every nation in the world 

felt the reverberation of that fateful day. And that has been well illustrated by the role which the UN - 

under Kofi Annan's excellent leadership - has played since September 11. 

So if we didn't know it before, we know now: these events and our response to them shape the 

fate not of one nation but of one world.  

For America, it has laid bare the reality. American power affects the world fundamentally. It is 

there. It is real. It is never irrelevant. It can affect the world for good or affect it for bad. Stand aside or 

engage, it never fails to affect. 
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You know I want it engaged. Under President Bush, I am confident it will be and for good. But if 

that's what I and many others want, it comes at a price for us too. It means we don't shirk our 

responsibility. It means that when America is fighting for those values, then, however tough, we fight 

with her. No grandstanding, no offering implausible but impractical advice from the comfort of the 

touchline, no wishing away the hard not the easy choices on terrorism and WMD, or making peace in the 

Middle East, but working together, side by side. 

______________________________________________________________________________

_______ 

Write an essay in which you explain how Tony Blair builds an argument to persuade his 

audience that imbuing values into the world must be approached pragmatically and universally. 

In your essay, analyze how Blair uses one or more of the features listed above (or features of 

your own choice) to strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure your 

analysis focuses on the most relevant aspects of the passage.  

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with Blair’s claims, but rather explain how 

Blair builds an argument to persuade his audience.  

______________________________________________________________________________

_______ 

Introductory Paragraph: 

To demonstrate that you understand the source text, paraphrase the author’s central idea or 

claim: Because the 21st-century world is interdependent, all nations must fight together for the 

values of freedom, democracy, and justice. 

List the three elements you will analyze in your essay. 

1. Irony 

2. Historical Evidence 

3. Juxtaposition 

Body Paragraph #1: Irony 

Where does the author use this element? 

In the beginning of the sixth paragraph. 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

The use of quotation marks around the words “their” and “our.” Also: “like it or not, whether 

you are a utilitarian or a utopian, the world is interdependent.” 
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How does this example relate with the author’s central claim? 

By using quotation marks, Blair is suggesting that there is no real difference between “their” 

problem and “our” problem. The “us versus them” mentality is no more because of the 

“international recognition that the world needs order.” 

How does this feature affect the author’s audience? 

By pointing out the silliness of the “us versus them” mentality, Blair makes his audience realize 

that different countries with different ideologies can still work together to fight the same battles 

to achieve the same goals. 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? 

Why or why not? Yes, because it reinforces a lack of divide and that the world is 

“interdependent.” 

______________________________________________________________________________

_______ 

Let’s look at how the notes translate into the first two paragraphs of a high scoring essay: 

In his speech to American citizens after the events of September 11, 2001, British Prime 

Minister Tony Blair asserted that because of the interdependent state of the world in the 21st 

century, all nations must band together in the fight for the values of freedom, democracy, and 

justice. Blair effectively conveys this argument by using irony, relevant historical examples as 

evidence, and juxtaposition.  

In the beginning of the sixth paragraph, Blair uses quotation marks around the words 

“their” and “our,” stating, “So today, more than ever; “their” problem becomes “our” problem.” 

By using quotation marks around these opposing plural pronouns, Blair reveals the irony of the 

terms in the 21st century global context. There is no “their” and no “our” - the preconceived 

notion of an “us versus them” mentality no longer applies to the interdependent state of the 

world. Blair convinces his audience that different countries must unite in order to achieve 

common goals, reinforcing his recurring characterization of the world as “interdependent.” The 

use of irony through the quotation marks serves as a rhetorical reminder or example that one 

nation’s tragedy (like 9/11) is not isolated: “it can affect the world for good, or bad.”  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Now, try to plan an additional body paragraph for the response essay. You may use one of the 

other two elements mentioned above.  

Body Paragraph  
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Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Now, use your answers to the template questions you just completed to write a full body 

paragraph on the lines that follow. Take about 8 minutes to write the paragraph. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Extra Practice 

As you read the passage below, consider how Paul Bogard uses 

 evidence, such as facts or examples, to support claims. 

 reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence. 

 stylistic or persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to emotion, to add power 

to the ideas expressed. 
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Adapted from Paul Bogard, “Let There Be Dark.” ©2012 by Los Angeles Times. Originally 

published December 21, 2012. 

At my family’s cabin on a Minnesota lake, I knew woods so dark that my hands 

disappeared before my eyes. I knew night skies in which meteors left smoky trails across sugary 

spreads of stars. But now, when 8 of 10 children born in the United States will never know a sky 

dark enough for the Milky Way, I worry we are rapidly losing night’s natural darkness before 

realizing its worth. This winter solstice, as we cheer the days’ gradual movement back toward 

light, let us also remember the irreplaceable value of darkness. 

All life evolved to the steady rhythm of bright days and dark nights. Today, though, when 

we feel the closeness of nightfall, we reach quickly for a light switch. And too little darkness, 

meaning too much artificial light at night, spells trouble for all. 

Already the World Health Organization classifies working the night shift as a probable 

human carcinogen, and the American Medical Association has voiced its unanimous support for 

“light pollution reduction efforts and glare reduction efforts at both the national and state levels.” 

Our bodies need darkness to produce the hormone melatonin, which keeps certain cancers from 

developing, and our bodies need darkness for sleep. Sleep disorders have been linked to diabetes, 

obesity, cardiovascular disease and depression, and recent research suggests one main cause of 

“short sleep” is “long light.” Whether we work at night or simply take our tablets, notebooks and 

smartphones to bed, there isn’t a place for this much artificial light in our lives. 

The rest of the world depends on darkness as well, including nocturnal and crepuscular 

species of birds, insects, mammals, fish and reptiles. Some examples are well known—the 400 

species of birds that migrate at night in North America, the sea turtles that come ashore to lay 

their eggs—and some are not, such as the bats that save American farmers billions in pest control 

and the moths that pollinate 80% of the world’s flora. Ecological light pollution is like the 

bulldozer of the night, wrecking habitat and disrupting ecosystems several billion years in the 

making. Simply put, without darkness, Earth’s ecology would collapse.... 

In today’s crowded, louder, more fast-paced world, night’s darkness can provide solitude, 

quiet and stillness, qualities increasingly in short supply. Every religious tradition has considered 

darkness invaluable for a soulful life, and the chance to witness the universe has inspired artists, 

philosophers and everyday stargazers since time began. In a world awash with electric 

light...how would Van Gogh have given the world his “Starry Night”? Who knows what this 

vision of the night sky might inspire in each of us, in our children or grandchildren? 

Yet all over the world, our nights are growing brighter. In the United States and Western 

Europe, the amount of light in the sky increases an average of about 6% every year. Computer 

images of the United States at night, based on NASA photographs, show that what was a very 

dark country as recently as the 1950s is now nearly covered with a blanket of light. Much of this 

light is wasted energy, which means wasted dollars. Those of us over 35 are perhaps among the 
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last generation to have known truly dark nights. Even the northern lake where I was lucky to 

spend my summers has seen its darkness diminish.  

It doesn’t have to be this way. Light pollution is readily within our ability to solve, using 

new lighting technologies and shielding existing lights. Already, many cities and towns across 

North America and Europe are changing to LED streetlights, which offer dramatic possibilities 

for controlling wasted light. Other communities are finding success with simply turning off 

portions of their public lighting after midnight. Even Paris, the famed “city of light,” which 

already turns off its monument lighting after 1 a.m., will this summer start to require its shops, 

offices and public buildings to turn off lights after 2 a.m. Though primarily designed to save 

energy, such reductions in light will also go far in addressing light pollution. But we will never 

truly address the problem of light pollution until we become aware of the irreplaceable value and 

beauty of the darkness we are losing. 

 
Write an essay in which you explain how Paul Bogard builds an argument to persuade his 

audience that natural darkness should be preserved. In your essay, analyze how Bogard uses one 

or more of the features in the directions that precede the passage (or features of your own choice) 

to strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that your analysis focuses on 

the most relevant features of the passage. 

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with Bogard’s claims, but rather explain how 

Bogard builds an argument to persuade his audience. 

List the three Elements you will analyze in your essay. 

1. Element #1 

2. Element #2 

3. Element #3 

 

Body Paragraph Element #1 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Body Paragraph Element #2 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Body Paragraph Element #3 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now write an essay using the elements gathered from this passage. 
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More Practice 

Adapted from Dana Gioia, “Why Literature Matters” ©2005 by The New York Times 

Company. Originally published April 10, 2005. 

[A] strange thing has happened in the American arts during the past quarter century. 

While income rose to unforeseen levels, college attendance ballooned, and access to information 

increased enormously, the interest young Americans showed in the arts—and especially 

literature—actually diminished. 

According to the 2002 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts, a population study 

designed and commissioned by the National Endowment for the Arts (and executed by the US 

Bureau of the Census), arts participation by Americans has declined for eight of the nine major 

forms that are measured....The declines have been most severe among younger adults (ages 18–

24). The most worrisome finding in the 2002 study, however, is the declining percentage of 

Americans, especially young adults, reading literature. 

That individuals at a time of crucial intellectual and emotional development bypass the 

joys and challenges of literature is a troubling trend. If it were true that they substituted histories, 

biographies, or political works for literature, one might not worry. But book reading of any kind 

is falling as well. 

That such a longstanding and fundamental cultural activity should slip so swiftly, 

especially among young adults, signifies deep transformations in contemporary life. To call 

attention to the trend, the Arts Endowment issued the reading portion of the Survey as a separate 

report, “Reading at Risk: A Survey of Literary Reading in America.” 

The decline in reading has consequences that go beyond literature. The significance of 

reading has become a persistent theme in the business world. The February issue 

of Wired magazine, for example, sketches a new set of mental skills and habits proper to the 21st 

century, aptitudes decidedly literary in character: not “linear, logical, analytical talents,” author 

Daniel Pink states, but “the ability to create artistic and emotional beauty, to detect patterns and 

opportunities, to craft a satisfying narrative.” When asked what kind of talents they like to see in 

management positions, business leaders consistently set imagination, creativity, and higher-order 

thinking at the top. 

Ironically, the value of reading and the intellectual faculties that it inculcates appear most 

clearly as active and engaged literacy declines. There is now a growing awareness of the 

consequences of nonreading to the workplace. In 2001 the National Association of 

Manufacturers polled its members on skill deficiencies among employees. Among hourly 

workers, poor reading skills ranked second, and 38 percent of employers complained that local 

schools inadequately taught reading comprehension. 
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The decline of reading is also taking its toll in the civic sphere....A 2003 study of 15- to 

26-year-olds’ civic knowledge by the National Conference of State Legislatures concluded, 

“Young people do not understand the ideals of citizenship… and their appreciation and support 

of American democracy is limited.” 

It is probably no surprise that declining rates of literary reading coincide with declining 

levels of historical and political awareness among young people. One of the surprising findings 

of “Reading at Risk” was that literary readers are markedly more civically engaged than 

nonreaders, scoring two to four times more likely to perform charity work, visit a museum, or 

attend a sporting event. One reason for their higher social and cultural interactions may lie in the 

kind of civic and historical knowledge that comes with literary reading.... 

The evidence of literature’s importance to civic, personal, and economic health is too 

strong to ignore. The decline of literary reading foreshadows serious long-term social and 

economic problems, and it is time to bring literature and the other arts into discussions of public 

policy. Libraries, schools, and public agencies do noble work, but addressing the reading issue 

will require the leadership of politicians and the business community as well.... 

Reading is not a timeless, universal capability. Advanced literacy is a specific intellectual 

skill and social habit that depends on a great many educational, cultural, and economic factors. 

As more Americans lose this capability, our nation becomes less informed, active, and 

independent-minded. These are not the qualities that a free, innovative, or productive society can 

afford to lose. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Write an essay in which you explain how Dana Gioia builds an argument to persuade his 

audience that the decline of reading in America will have a negative effect on society. In your 

essay, analyze how Gioia uses one or more of the features in the directions that precede the 

passage (or features of your own choice) to strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of his 

argument. Be sure that your analysis focuses on the most relevant features of the passage. 

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with Gioia’s claims, but rather explain how 

Gioia builds an argument to persuade his audience. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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List the three Elements you will analyze in your essay. 

1. Element #1 

2. Element #2 

3. Element #3 

Body Paragraph Element #1 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Body Paragraph Element #2 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Writing 74 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Body Paragraph Element #3 

Where does this element appear in the source text? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element relate to the author’s central claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this element affect the author’s audience? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does achieving this effect help build the author’s argument? Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  

What is the author’s overall purpose for writing this passage? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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What is the author’s central argument or claim? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the author build on his or her argument or claim? By using Element #1, Element #2, 

and Element #3. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now write an essay using the elements gathered from this passage. 
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What you need to know to Excel on the Math 

Section of the SAT 

The Math Section of the SAT can be tricky, and there are a lot of different things 

you need to know. But by practicing the skills outlined in this section you’ll be off 

to a great start at achieving a killer SAT score. It will take some time and a lot of 

practice, but meeting that goal is very possible. But remember, practice makes 

perfect, and it will take some work before you reach your target score 

. 
The Basics: How the Section is Structured 

 Timing: 

o There is 1 Math Section on the SAT 

o The Math Section is taken all at once. You are allotted 

 25 minutes for 20 questions- no calculator allowed 

 55 minutes for 38 questions- calculator allowed 

o Missing a problem does not count against you. Never leave an answer blank! 

 

What to Expect 

 
 Problem Types: 

 

o Multiple Choice:  Multiple Choice questions make up the bulk of the math 

section. It is important to note that these questions go in order from easiest to 

hardest, so make sure you answer the easier ones that you know before you work 

on a harder one that might take a little more time.  

 

o Grid-Ins:  Both decimal and fraction formats are acceptable. If you have no idea, 

just guess (ie. 2 or 4). Below is an example of what a grid-in will look like. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MATH SECTION 
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Shapes and Shape Applications 

 Important Triangles 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Triangles 

 

 

ISOSCELES TRIANGLE 

The Isosceles Triangle has two opposite sides of congruent (equal) length, 

and two equivalent base angles. Being able to identify an Isosceles triangle 

is very useful when finding unknown lengths and angles.  

NOTE: If you draw a line from the top vertex of an isosceles triangle 

perpendicular to the triangles base you form two congruent right triangles. 

SUM OF ALL ANGLES IN A TRIANGLE = 180 o 

Area = ½bh 

 

 

 

RIGHT TRIANGLE 

A right triangle is a triangle that has a right angle, or 90 degree angle. 

Identifying a right triangle is important, because you can use Pythagorean 

Theorem to find a missing side length if you know two of the sides.  

Note: The side opposite the right angle is known as the hypotenuse  (c). 

Pythagorean Theorem:  a2 + b2 = c2 

45 o-45 o-90 o 

 
The ratio of the sides of 

the triangle to the 

hypotenuse is 1:1:√2 

 

30 o-60 o-90 o 

 
The ratio of the sides of 

the triangle to the 

hypotenuse is 1:√3: 2 

 

GEOMETRY 
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Similar Triangle 

Type 1 

 

 

 

 

Type 2 

 

Type 3 

 

 
𝑐

𝑓
 = 

𝑏

𝑒
 = 

𝑎

𝑑
 

b 

a 

c 

d 

f e 

 
𝐷𝐸

𝐵𝐶
 = 

𝐴𝐷

𝐴𝐵
 = 

𝐴𝐸

𝐴𝐶
  

𝑀𝑁

𝐿𝐾
 = 

𝑂𝑁

𝐿𝑂
 = 

𝑂𝑀

𝐾𝑂
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Practice with Triangles           Your Work 
1.) What is the value of x in the triangle below if the 

bottom two angles are equal? 

 

 

 

 

(A)     30 

(B)     65 

(C)     75 

(D)     80 

 

 

 

 

2.) What is the measure of side ‘z’ in the triangle 

below. 

 

 

 

 

(A)     2√3 

(B)     4 

(C)     6 

(D)     8 

 

 

 

30o 

x 

4 

4√3 
z 

60o 
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Practice with Triangles           Your Work 
3.) If triangle ABC is a 30°-60°-90° right triangle, 

which of the following sets could represent triangle 

ABC’s side lengths? 

 

(A)         1, 1, √2 

(B)         1, √2, √2 

(C)         1, √2, √3 

(D)         2, 2√3, 4 

 

 

4.) What is the measure of side ‘y’ in the triangle 

below. 

 

 

 

(A)     2√2 

(B)     2√3 

(C)     4 

(D)     4√3 

 

 

5.) Which of the following sets of three numbers could 

be the side lengths of a right triangle containing a 45° 

angle? 

 

(A)          1, 2√2, 2√2 

(B)          1, 1, √2 

(C)          1, 2√2, 3√2 

(D)          1, 3√2, 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

𝑦 4√2 

45o 
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6.) In a storm, a flag pole breaks 7 meters from the 

ground. The piece that broke off hinges over and 

touches the ground at a point 24 meters away 

horizontally. 

 

a.) How long is the piece that is hinged over? 

b.) How tall was the flagpole before it broke? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.) A rug measures 6 feet wide and has a diagonal 

measurement of 10 feet. What is the length of the rug? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.) In the figure above, what is the length of TV if 

ST=TU? 

(A)   4 

(B)   6 

(C)   8 

(D)  10 
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Challenge Problems (Optional)         Your Work 
 

9.) In the figure above, AC = 6, BC = 10, and CM = 

2√13. If N is the midpoint of AC, what is BM + MN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(A) 3 + √13 

(B) 7 

(C) 5 + 3√2 

(D) 9 

 

 

10.)  What is the distance from one corner of a cube to 

the farthest corner on the opposite side (the diagonal) 

if the cube has a volume of 125 units? 

 

(A) 5√3 

(B) 7 

(C) 5√2 

(D) 2√5 
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Circles 

Area= πr2 

Perimeter= 2πr 

Remember: There are 360 degrees 

in a circle. 

 

Partial Area= 
𝐴

360
πr2 

Partial Circumference= 
𝐴

360
2πr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equation of a Circle: 

(x-h)2 + (y-k)2 = r2 
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Practice with Circles                               Your Work 
 

1.) What is the area of a circle with a radius of 5 

inches? 

 

 

2.) What is the radius of a circle with a 

circumference of 16π inches? 

 

 

3.) What is the circumference of a circle with an 

area of 81π square inches? 

 

 

4.) What is the length of an arc across from a 60 

degree angle in a circle with a radius of 6 

inches? 

Hint: Think of it as a partial circumference. 

 

5.) An analog clock has an hour hand that is 8 

inches long. How far does the tip of the hour 

hand travel in between the times of 12:00 

p.m. to 3:00 p.m.? 

Hint: Think of it as a partial circumference.  

Partial circumference is the distance 

something travels on the arc of a circle, and 

equals the ( fraction traveled*Circumference) 
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6.) An ice rink is in the shape of a perfect circle of 

radius 100 feet. A portion of the ice rink has been 

taped off and reserved for a hockey team to skate on. 

This reserved portion of the ice rink represents 60 

degrees of the entire circle. 

a.) Approximately what is the area of the ice 

rink that is reserved for the hockey team? 

b.) Approximately what is the area of the ice 

rink that regular skaters can skate on? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.) The center of a circle is at the coordinate (1, 5) 

and has a radius of 4. Which of the following is the 

correct equation for the circle? 

 

(A) (x-1)2 + (y-5)2 = 4 

(B) (x-5)2 + (y-1)2 = 4 

(C) (x+1)2 + (y-5)2 = 16 

(D) (x-1)2 + (y-5)2 = 16 

 

 

8.) Point A has coordinates (3, 4) and is on a circle 

with center (1, 2). Which of the following are the 

correct coordinates of the other end of the diameter 

going through A? 

 

(A) (5, 6) 

(B) (0, 1) 

(C) (-1, 0) 

(D) (-2, -1) 
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Polygons & Lines  

Interior Angles of Regular Polygon 

 

Sum of Interior Angles = 180*(n-2) 

Interior Angle =  
180∗(𝑛−2)

𝑛
 

n represents the number of sides in any given 

polygon 

 

Note: You can find the area of any regular 

polygon by breaking it into several triangles. 

 

Lines, Line Segments, and Rays 

 

 

 

 

Lines a and b are known as parallel lines, 

or lines that never intersect. It is important to 

note that when a line intercents two parallel 

lines, several of the angles created are the same. 

 Angle 1 =Angle 3 = Angle 5 = Angle 7 

 Angle 2 = Angle 4 = Ange 6 = Angle 8 

Note: There are 180 total degrees in a line 

2 Supplementary Angles: Sum=180 ie.)1&2 

2 Complementary Angles: Sum=90 degrees 

C 

 

 

**Quick Vocab Review** 

Bisects: Splits the line segment in half 

Tangent: Touches at only 1 point, 

perpendicularly 
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Practice with Polygons & Lines  Your Work 
1.) Which of the following is closest to the degree 

measurement of an interior angle of a polygon with 

20 sides? 

 

(A) 142 

(B) 150 

(C) 159 

(D) 162 

 

2.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the value of y in the diagram above? 

(A) 25 

(B) 30 

(C) 45 

(D) 60 

 

3.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lines a and b are parallel in the diagram above. What 

is the measure of angle m? 

(A) 20    (B) 25     (C) 35     (D) 40   

 

m 

135 

115 

30 

x 

y 

x 
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For Problems 4-5 Use the Word Problem Below 

 

Tim swims 20 meters in a straight line before turning 

at an angle of ‘x’ degrees. He does this seven more 

times, each time swimming 20 meters in a straight 

line and turning ‘x’ degrees. His path creates a 

regular polygon. 

 

4.) What shape does Tim’s path make? 

   (A) Square 

   (B) Pentagon 

   (C) Hexagon 

   (D) Octogon 

 

 

5.) What is the value of ‘x’? 

   (A) 20 

   (B) 35 

   (C) 45 

   (D) 55 

 

 

 

 

6.) If angles A & B are complementary and angles C 

& D are supplementary, what is the sum of 

A+B+C+D in degrees? 

    

   (A) 360 degrees 

   (B) 270 degrees 

   (C) 180 degrees 

   (D) 90 degrees 
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Coordinate Geometry 
 

 

The slope of a line can be determined by the formula  

m =  
𝑦2 − 𝑦1

𝑥2− 𝑥1
 . 

The equation of a line in point intercept form is expressed by 

𝑦 = 𝑚𝑥 + 𝑏 

where b represents the y-intercept and m represents the slope. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Midpoint Formula                                  Distance Formula 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parallel lines are 

significant because the 

slopes of the equations 

are equivalent. In other 

words, the m values in the 

equations of each of the 

lines equal each other. 

When lines are perpendicular they 

intersect at a 90 degree angle. The slopes 

of the equations of the lines will relate in 

the following way. 

𝑚2 =  −
1

𝑚1
 

This relationship is also known as a 

negative reciprocal. 

(𝑥2+ 𝑥1

2
 ,

𝑦2+ 𝑦1

2
 ) 

You can use the Midpoint Formula to calculate the point half 

way between two separate points in a Cartesian plane. 

𝐷 = √(𝑥2 − 𝑥1)2 + (𝑦2 − 𝑦1)2 

You can use the distance formula to calculate 

the distance between two points. 

 

The  
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Practice with Coordinate Geometry  Your Work 
 

 

1.) What is the slope of a line with points (-2,3) and 

(4,5) ? 

 

    (A) 3 

    (B) 1 

    (C) 1/3 

    (D) 1/2  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.) If a line has a slope of 1/2 and contains the point 

(4,8), what is the value of the y-intercept? 

 

(A)  2 

(B)  4 

(C)  6 

(D)  8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.) If line ‘a’ has a slope of 2/5, what is the slope of 

line ‘b’, given that line ‘a’ is perpendicular to line 

‘b’? 

 

(A)   5/2 

(B)   2/5 

(C)  -2/5 

(D)  -5/2 
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Use the Statement Below for questions 4-5 

 

The endpoints of a diameter of a circle are (-4,8) and 

(2,0). 

 

4.) What is the radius of the circle? 

 

(A)  2                   

(B)  5 

(C)  8                  

(D) 10 

 

5.) What are the coordinates of the center of the 

circle? 

 

(A)  (-1, 4) 

(B)  (0, 2) 

(C)  (2, 0) 

(D)  (-2, 4) 

 

 

 

6.) A professor gives a class the answers to a certain 

number of homework problems on a particular 

assignment. Brinda can work two math problems per 

minute. If after 10 minutes she has completed 24 

math problems (including the ones the professor 

gave her the answers to), how many problems did 

the professor give answers to? 

Hint: y = mx + b 

 

(A)  2 

(B)  4  

(C)  5 

(D)  14 
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Volumes 

 
Practice with Volumes   Your Work 

 

1.) How much water can a rectangular aquarium hold 

if its dimensions are 2 ft by 3 ft. by 5 ft.? 

 

(A) 6 ft3                            (C) 20 ft3 

(B) 15 ft3                 (D) 30 ft3 

 

 

 

 
 

2.) How tall is an aquarium that can hold 64 ft3 of 

water and whose base has an area of 16 ft2? 

 

(A) 4 feet    (B) 8 feet    (C) 16 feet    (D) 32 feet 

 

 

 

3.) Benjamin has a cylindrical pool that has a radius of 

3 meters and a height of 5 meters. What volume can 

Benjamin’s pool hold when 2/3 full? 

 

(A) 20π                   (C) 30 π 

(B) 23π                   (D) 32 π 
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4.) A grain silo is built from two right circular cones 

and a right circular cylinder with internal 

measurements represented by the figure above. Of the 

following, which is closest to the volume of the grain 

silo, in cubic feet? 

 

A) 261.8 

B) 785.4 

C) 916.3 

D) 1,047.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.) A tea infuser in the shape of a right rectangular 

pyramid is 7.9 centimeters (cm) tall, and has a base 

3.0 cm long and 1.5 cm wide. To make the best tea the 

infuser should be 80 percent filled with tea. What is 

the volume of tea, in cubic centimeters (cm3), needed 

to fill the infuser to 80 percent of its capacity? Round 

to the nearest tenth. 

 

A.)   4.7 cm3                C.)   11.9 cm3 

B.)    9.5 cm3                D.)   28.4 cm3 
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Trigonometry 

 

A trick to remembering how to calculate an angle in a right triangle given the side lengths is 

the acronym SOH-CAH-TOA 

 

SOH: 𝑠𝑖𝑛𝜃 =
𝑂𝑝𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑒

𝐻𝑦𝑝𝑜𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑢𝑠𝑒
 CAH: cosθ =

𝐴𝑑𝑗𝑎𝑐𝑒𝑛𝑡

𝐻𝑦𝑝𝑜𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑢𝑠𝑒
 TOA: tanθ =  

𝑜𝑝𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑒

𝑎𝑑𝑗𝑎𝑐𝑒𝑛𝑡
 

 

 
 

Example: 

 

What is the value of x? 

tan60 = 
x

13
 

x= 13*tan60 

 

Practice With Trigonometry  Your Work 
 

1.) What is the angle of elevation of a road on a hill 

that is 50 feet long, given that the hill is 30 meters 

tall? 

 

(A) 37 degrees      (C) 53 degrees 

(B) 45 degrees      (D) 60 degrees 

 



Math 20   
 
 

 

2.) A ladder is leaned up against a wall. The ladder is 

6 feet long and makes an angle of 60 degrees with the 

ground. How far is the ladder from the wall? 

 

(A) 2 feet 

(B) 3 feet 

(C) 4 feet 

(D) 5 feet 

 

 

 

3.) Pablo is 6 feet tall. On a sunny day, he can see the 

end of his shadow 6 feet away from his shoes. At 

what angle does Pablo have to bend his head to see 

the end of his shadow? 

Note: Angle relative to the horizontal 

 

(A) 30 degrees 

(B) 40 degrees 

(C) 45 degrees 

(D) 60 degrees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.) In a right triangle, one angle measures xo, where 

sin (xo) = 1/2 . What is the value of  

cos (90o – xo) ? 

 

A.)  1 / 4 

B.)  1 / 2 

C.)  √2 / 2 

D.) √3 / 2 
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Averages, Statistics, & Probability 
 

Average (Mean) = 
𝑆𝑢𝑚 𝑜𝑓 𝑇𝑒𝑟𝑚𝑠

𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑇𝑒𝑟𝑚𝑠
  

Note: You can also find the sum by multiplying the  average × (number of terms) 

 

Weighted Average= 
Term 1∗(Average 1) + Term 2∗(Average 2)…..+Term 𝑁∗(Average 𝑁)

𝑁
 

 

Taking a Weighted Average combines the averages of several different sets of numbers. 

 For example: 

     If four days out of the week Ed Sheeran runs 5 miles each day, 2 days out of the 

     week he runs 2 miles each day, and the last day of the week he runs 15 miles, how 

     many miles does Ed Shee(run) average each day? 

             

           You are given 3 different sets of numbers that make up the data for the week. 

            In this case, Average 1= 5, Average 2= 2, and Average 3 = 18. The number of 

            days Ed was able to run a particular distance for represents the Term number. 

           

            Average Miles = 
(4 𝑑𝑎𝑦𝑠)(5 𝑚𝑖𝑙𝑒𝑠/𝑑𝑎𝑦) +(2 𝑑𝑎𝑦𝑠)(2 𝑚𝑖𝑙𝑒𝑠/𝑑𝑎𝑦)+(1 𝑑𝑎𝑦)(18 𝑚𝑖𝑙𝑒𝑠/𝑑𝑎𝑦)

7 𝑑𝑎𝑦𝑠
 

Average Miles= 6 miles/day 

 

Mode = Value in the list that appears most often 

 

Median = Value that appears in the middle when a set of numbers is ordered from least to 

greatest or greatest to least. However, when two numbers are left in the middle the median is 

the average of the two numbers. 

     Example: median of {3, 10, 9, 27, 50} = 9 

                     median of {3, 9, 10, 27} = (9 + 10)/2 = 9.5 

MIXED MATH TOPICS 
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Probability 

If there are N possibilities that an event can occur, and another independent event can happen 

in M ways, then the total number of possible outcomes is N × M. 

 

                                               probability = 
𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑑𝑒𝑠𝑖𝑟𝑒𝑑 𝑜𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠

𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝑜𝑢𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑒𝑠
 

 

Example: There are five possible answer choices per question. If 

you were to guess a question at random, then the probability of you 

getting it right is 1/5 = 20%. 

 

To find the probability of two different  events occurring, called A and B, then the 

probability of both events happening is just the probability of A occurring times the 

probability of B occurring, or  P (A & B) = P (A) · P (B). 

 

Advanced Probability 

When calculating the probability that 2 or more events will occur, multiply the 

probabilities of each relative event and that will give you the probability that all the events 

will occur. 

 Often times AND will be a key word to indicate that you should multiply the 

probabilities of the described events. 

 If you see the word OR on a probability question, then you should add the 

probabilities of the described events. 

 

Complement Probabilities:  

If a question asks that an event will occur that is the opposite of a probability given, 

calculate the probability of the opposite event occurring by doing 1 minus the 

probability given. 

Example: The probability that Ben will succeed at life is 1/4 (He’s had some 

trouble). The probability that Dave will succeed at life is 9/10. What is the 

probability that Dave, but not Ben will succeed at life? 

                     Complement probability that Ben will succeed: 1 – (1/4) = 3/4 .  

                     Probability that Dave will succeed: 9/10 

                     Multiply Probabilities: 9/10 * 3/4 = 27/40, which is the answer. 
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Practice with Averages, Statistics, & Probability 
Use the information below to answer questions 1-2 

 

3 students sign up for an hour long hot dog eating 

contest. Jack eats 34 hot dogs, Pam eats 22 hot dogs, 

and Juan eats only 4 hot dogs.  

 

1.) What is the average of the number of hot dogs 

that Jack, Pam, and Juan eat together at the 

contest? 

 

(A) 15   (B) 20   (C) 25   (D) 30 

 

2.) If the average of the number of hot dogs that 

Jack, Pam, Juan and Mason eat at the contest is 

30, how many hot dogs does Mason eat? 

 

(A) 60   (B) 50   (C) 40   (D) 30 

 

 

3.) Three days out of the week, the average 

temperature was 28 degrees in Houston, Texas. The 

following four days in the week, the average was 92 

degrees. What was the approximate average 

temperature for the entire week? 

   

           (A) 55    (B) 58   (C) 65   (D)  72 

 

 

4.) A class has an average IQ of 92. If 45% of the 

class has an IQ of 80 and 10% of the class has an IQ 

of 110, what is the IQ for the rest of the class? 

 

(A) 80 

(B) 85 

(C) 90 

(D) 95 

(E) 100 

 

 

5.) Jack, Pavan, and Antonio average a score of 1280 

on the SAT. If Drake, Jack, Pavan, and Antonio have 

an average score of 1350, what did Drake get on his 

SAT? 

 

(A 1000      (B) 1250     (C) 1360     (D) 1560 

 

 

 



Math 24   
 
 

6.) A list of numbers consists of the values 12, 

15, 18, 19, 19, 21, and 25. If two values 

greater than 25 and four values less than 12 

are to be added to the list, what is the new 

median of the list described? 

 

(A) 12 

(B) 15 

(C) 18 

(D) 19 

(E) 21 

 

Use the following information to answer 

questions 7-10. 

 

There are 5 white marbles, 6 blue marbles, 

and 4 black marbles in the jar. 

 

7.) What is the probability that a white marble 

gets drawn from a jar 

 

(A) 1/5  (B) 4/15  (C)  2/5  (D) 1/3 

 

8.) A blue marble is drawn and not replaced. 

What is the probability that a black marble is 

drawn? 

 

(A) 1/5  (B) 4/15  (C)  2/7  (D) 1/3 

 

9.) What is the probability that a white marble 

is drawn, replaced to the jar, and then a blue 

marble is drawn? 

 

(A)  2/15 (B) 4/45  (C)  8/75  (D) 1/75 

 

10.) What is the probability that a white 

marble is NOT drawn? 

 

(A) 2/3 (B) 11/15  (C)  3/5  (D) 7/15 
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Powers, Exponents, Roots 
Multiplying/Dividing Exponents      

xn * xm = xn + m                           If the numbers have the same base, add the exponents when 

                                                   multiplying. 

 

xn / xm = xn - m                             If the numbers have the same base, subtract the exponents 

                                                   when dividing. 

Exponents Raised to Powers    

(xn)m = xn*m                                When raising a number with an exponent to a power, multiply 

                                                   exponents.    

Note: You can also write 32x as 9x. 

Exponents in Denominator 

1/xn = x-n                                    When a number with an exponent is in the denominator, you 

                                                   can write an equivalent form by making the exponent negative. 

                                     

Also Remember.... 

x0 = 1 

(-1)n will be positive when n is even and negative when n is odd. 

Practice with Exponents   Your Work 
1.) Simplify the following expressions. 

 

𝑎. )   
𝑥5

𝑥6           𝑏. )   
𝑥5𝑦−2𝑧6

𝑥6𝑦2𝑧4  

 
 

 

 

2.) What is the value of ‘k’ in the equation below? 

 

54k = 25 

 

(A) .5 

(B) 1 

(C) 2 

(D) 5 
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Factoring, Solving Equations, & Functions 
Foiling/Factoring 

(x + a)(x + b) = x2 + (b + a)x + ab  

a2 − b2 = (a + b)(a − b)  

a2 + 2ab + b2 = (a + b)(a + b)  

a2 − 2ab + b2 = (a − b)(a − b)  

  

To solve a quadratic such as x2+bx+c = 0, first factor the left side to get (x+a1)(x+a2) = 0, then 

set each part in parentheses equal to zero. E.g., x2 + 4x + 3 = (x + 3)(x + 1) = 0 so that x = −3 or 

x = −1. 

To solve two linear equations in x and y: use the first equation to substitute for a variable in the 

second. E.g., suppose x + y = 3 and 4x − y = 2. The first equation gives y = 3 − x, so the second 

equation becomes 4x − (3 − x) = 2 ⇒ 5x − 3 = 2 ⇒ x = 1, y = 2. 

Functions 

A function is a relation from a set of inputs to a set of possible outputs where each input is 

related to exactly one output. 

y = f (x). 

 

For any given value of x, there can only be one corresponding value y. If y = kx for some number 
k (example: f (x) = 0.5 · x), then y is said to be directly proportional to x. If y = k/x (example:   
f (x) = 5/x), then y is said to be inversely proportional to x. 

Absolute value: 

Function Shift Rules:  

 If shift from f(x) to f(x-2), the function shifts RIGHT two. 

 If shift from f(x) to f(x+2), the function shifts LEFT two. 

 If shift from f(x) to f(x)+2, the function shifts UP two. 

 If shift from f(x) to f(x)-2, the function shifts DOWN two. 
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Factoring, Solving Equations, & Functions Practice 
1.) All of the following are solutions to the following 

equation except… 

𝑥3 − 4𝑥

𝑥 + 2
= 0 

 

(A) 2 

(B) 0 

(C) -2 

(D) All of the above are solutions. 

 

 

2.) A movie theater sells all 250 tickets on a particular 

night. Students can get discounted tickets half off of 

the normal $20 price. How many students buy tickets 

if the movie theater receives $4000 total from all the 

tickets they sell on that specific night? 

 

(A) 25 

(B) 50 

(C) 75 

(D) 100 

 

3.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the value of k in the diagram above? 

(A)  -5                        (C)  0                       

(B)   5                         (D)  10 

 

4.) What are the solutions to the following equation? 

 

𝑥2 + 9𝑥 + 18 = 0 

 

 

 

h(x) h(x + k ) 



Math 28   
 
 

Numbers & Sequences 
Numbers & Sequences 

Integers: . . . , -3, -2, -1, 0, 1, 2, 3, . . .     

Rationals: fractions, that is, anything expressable as a ratio of integers  

 

Any value that is not imaginary 

 or consists of √-1 Reals: 

Order Of Operations: PEMDAS       

 (Parentheses / Exponents / Multiply / Divide / Add / Subtract)  

Arithmetic Sequences: each term is equal to the previous term plus d  

 Sequence: t1, t1 + d, t1 + 2d, . . .  

 Example: d = 4 and t1 = 3 gives the sequence 3, 7, 11, 15, . . .  

Geometric Sequences: each term is equal to the previous term times r  

 Sequence: t1, t1 · r, t1 · r
2, . . .  

 Example: r = 2 and t1 = 3 gives the sequence 3, 6, 12, 24, . . .  

Factors: the factors of a number divide into that number  

 without a remainder      

 Example: the factors of 52 are 1, 2, 4, 13, 26, and 52  

Multiples: the multiples of a number are divisible by that number  

 without a remainder      

 Example: the positive multiples of 20 are 20, 40, 60, 80, . . .  

Percents: use the following formula to find part, whole, or percent  

                    

Part = 

Percent*Whole  

 100  

Example: 75% of 300 is what?   Solve     x = (75/100) × 300 to get 225 
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Practice with Numbers & Sequences  Your Work 
1.) If a = (23)(5)(42) and b = (2)(53)(42), what is the 

largest common multiple between a & b? 

 

(A) 2*5*4 

(B) 2*52*4 

(C) 2*5*42 

(D) 22*52*42 

 

2.) Which expression best represents the sequence 

below. 

4, 6, 8, 10, 12 

(A) n + 2 

(B) 2n 

(C) 2n + 2 

(D) 3n 

(E) 3n + 2 

 

3.) After the first term in a sequence, each subsequent 

term is 4 more than double the preceding term.  If the 

first term of the sequence is 1, what is the third term? 

 

(A) 2                            (C) 8                       

(B) 6                            (D) 16 

 

 

4.)                  

3    16    42    94 

In the above sequence every term after the first is 

formed by multiplying by x and then adding y, where 

x and y are positive integers.  

 

What is the value of  x + y? 

 

(A) 8   (B) 10   (C) 12   (D) 14 
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Translating Number Operations 

Translating Number Operations 

 

Common Examples: 

How they will phrase it                                How to Translate it 

A number plus two                                                N+2 

A number times two                                              2N 

Two times the sum of the number and 5               2(N+5) 

50 percent of a number                                         .5*N 

The ratio of 5 to a number                                    5/N 

3 divided into a number                                        N/3 

A number divided by 6                                         N/6 

 

Number Operations Practice   Your Work 
1.) If five times a number equals the sum of the same 

number and 16, what is the value of the number? 

 

(A) 1/2 

(B) 1 

(C) 2 

(D) 4 

 

 

2.) Four less than 3 times a number x is equal to the 

sum of the number x and 2. What is the value of x? 

(A) 1 

(B) 2 

(C) 3 

(D) 4 

 

 

 

SPECIFIC PROBLEM TYPES 
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Consecutive Integers 

 

Consecutive Integers: 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5    Translates into X, X+1, X+2, X+3, X+4 where X=1 

 

Consecutive Odd Integers: 

11, 13, 15, 17       Translates into X, X+2, X+4, X+6 where X=11 

 

Consecutive Even Integers: 

6, 8, 10, 12          Translates into X, X+2, X+4, X+6 where X=6  

Notice consecutive odd and even integers translate the same. 

 

Example: If the sum of 3 consecutive integers is 21, what is the smallest integer? 

X + (X+1) + (X+2) = 21    3X+3 = 21   3X=18   X=6, so the numbers are 6, 7, & 8 

The smallest of these numbers is 6. 

Practice with Consecutive Integers  Your Work 
1.) If the sum of three consecutive integers is 63, then 

what is the largest number? 

 

(A) 16 

(B) 18 

(C) 20 

(D) 22 

 

 

 

2.) If the average of 3 consecutive odd integers is 5, 

what is the smallest of the 3 integers? 

 

(A) 2 

(B) 3 

(C) 5 

(D) 7 
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Future/Present Problems 

 

Sometimes, SAT problems refer to the past or future, typically in reference to age. It is 

important to note that for these problems the variable you choose will always represent the 

person’s present age. 

 

To talk about Anisha’s future age in 5 years, you would write A+5. 

 

Similarly, to talk about Anisha’s past age 14 years ago, you would write A-14. 

 

Example: 

If Anisha was twice Paul’s age five years ago, how old is Anisha now if Paul is 12? 

Let’s translate this into words…. 

A-5 = 2(P-5)        Notice A and P represent their present ages and we are subtracting 5 years. 

A= ? P= 12         We know Paul’s current age is 12, so now we can just plug it in. 

A-5 = 2(12-5)     Plug in for the unknown. 

A= 14 + 5 = 19   Anisha must be 19 years old. 

Future/Present Problems Practice  Your Work 
 

1.) The sum of Jacqueline and Rachel’s ages three 

years from now will be 51. If Rachel’s age is 4/5 of 

Jacqueline’s age, how old is Rachel? 

 

(A) 18 

(B) 20  

(C) 25 

(D) 30 

(E) 34 
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Individual Work/Group Work 

Individual Work 

 

𝑇

𝑆1
+

𝑇

𝑆2
+

𝑇

𝑆3
… = 𝐹𝑟𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝐽𝑜𝑏 𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑙𝑒𝑡𝑒𝑑  

 

The formula above allows you to calculate the total time it will take for a group of people to 

work together given the amount of time it will take for a person to complete the same job by 

themselves, or vice versa.  

 

 T represents the total amount of time working together 

 S1, S2, & S3 represent the times of 3 separate individuals working together to complete a 

job 

 The sum of these fractions can either equal 1 if the job is completed, or the fraction of 

the job that was completed. 

 

Example: 

Luke can set the table in 4 minutes. Jacqueline can set the table in 3 minutes. How long would it take for them 

both to set the table working together? 

S1 = 4   S2 = 3     

Since the job will be completed, T/S1 + T/S2 =  1 where ‘T’ is the time it takes for them to complete the job 

working together. 

Hence, 

T/S1 +T/S2 =  1 

T/4 + T/3 =1 

3T/12 + 4T/12 =1 

3T + 4T = 12 

7T = 12 

T = 12/7 hours 
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Work Problems      Your Work 
 

1.) Jack can paint a wall in 3 hours. John can do the 

same job in 5 hours. How long will it take if they 

work together? 

 

 

(A) 1 hour                     (B) 15/8 hours 

             (C) 3/2 hours                (D) 2 hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Solutions to Practice Questions 
 

Practice with Triangles Practice with Circles 

1.)   C    6.)   a. 25  b. 32 
 

 

1.) 25π    7.)  D 

 2.)   D   7.)   8 
 

2.) 8        8.)  C 
  3.)   C   8.)   6 

 
3.) 18π    9.)  a. 120  b. (16 - 4π) 

4.)   C   9.)   D 
 

 4.) 6π 

5.)   B   10.) A 
 

5.) 4π 
6.)  a. 5,233 ft squared  
      b. 26,167 ft squared 
 

Practice with Polygons & Lines Practice with Coordinate Geometry 

1.) C      4.) B 

2.) C      5.) A 

3.) D      6.) B 
 

1.) D   4.) D 

2.) B   5.) C 

3.) A   6.) B 

  Practice with Volumes 
  

1.) D       4.) D 
2.) A       5.) B 
3.) C 

Practice with Trigonometry 

 

 1.) A   2.) B   3.) C  4.) B 

   

 Averages, Statistics, & Probability Powers, Exponents, and Roots 

1.) B   4.) E   7.) D   10.) A 1.) a. 1/x   b. z2 / (xy4) 

2.) A   5.) D   8.) C 2.) A 

3.) C   6.) D   9.) A  

  
Factoring, Solving Equations, Functions 

1.) C   3.) B 
2.) D   4.) x = - 3, x = - 6 

Numbers and Sequences 

1.) C   3.) D 

2.) C   4.) C 

Number Operations 

1.) D 

2.) C 

Consecutive Integers 
1.) D 

2.) B 

Future/Present 

1.) B 

Work Problems 
1.) B 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Congratulations, you made it to the end of the 

program! Good luck from each one of us to you 

in your future endeavors. Please stay in touch! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


